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X O extend the circle of national 
fame, by difplaying . the refinement 
of tafte and the progreiHve improve- 
ment of art, is an obje& which may 
claim attention horn thofe who are 
employed in the melioration of man- 
kind, by the difiufion of the advan- 
tages of fcience. A work, defigned 
to celebrate the magnificence and the 
antiquity of the public ftrudures, 
which embelliih a flourifhing and 

wealthy 



( viii ) 

wealthy city, may at once exhibit 
the munificence of the ftate, and 
co-operate with the liberality of its 
laws, to attrad and to invite the at- 
tention of ftrangers from the moft 
diflant countries. 



The tafk of illuflrating thofe mo- 
numents, which boaft antiquity or 
fplendor, will require the aid of 
hiftorical inrefligation, and be great- 
ly facilitated by the reprefentations 
of imitative art. 



It has long been the ardent wifh 
of the author of this volume, to lay 
before the public fome additions to 

the 
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the various iUuftrations which have 
been already given, of the antiqui-> 
ties of his native city. To his pen- 
cil and his pen, the Inns of Court 
feemed .to offer ample materials. 
Their venerable buildings defervedly 
rendered them the objeds of the 
one; the laws and cuftoms of their 
learned focieties imperioufly de^ 
manded the attention of the other. 



The fubjeift of the prefent' work 
has never been conduced on a fimi- 
lar plan; and the views, which the 
author has feledted, have not before 
been prefented to public notice; 
^ough their objeds have engaged 

b the 
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tilt 4tt9ntio« 0f thc! Mtiqwrkia 
fioqn Stewe to Pgia^M. 



A& thefe te£aarctw8» which ace 
aot ptthliflifi4 wicliout diffidence 
wen iiBderuken with xcal, and 
pfolecuted with dtHgencei the aiir> 
dkM tnifts* that, whether this yck. 



lune fhaU be cen£defed as % ] 




hiftoiy, or a icries. of reptefeoita- 
tions, detached from the conneded 
omnitiQit^ hijB cj^ertipns wUl neither 
ham been tef^liy firuitlc^, nor bin 
exec\ijtio» whoiljr delttti^bte of tatereft. 
and ftfo^.* 1^ hfm^f^^^ is, ths ar- 
dor of in(^aM)S» hiA crtiLici£ii»i ihould; 
ibfln^inoes appev tin^uriid wiih fe~ 

verity, 
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the ^hftfge df harbedngj Agftitift toy 

individual, * fentiiafttit of perfdn^ 

refentment. 



As a painful illnefs has for feveral 
months feverely afflided the author, 
and gr^tly retarded his purfuits, he 
cherishes the hopef that candor will 

« 

excufe the inacturacks ^^hich may 
frequently dtctit J ' >lid which de- 
clining health prevented him from 
correding, or undertaking to deted. 
He relies on the indulgence which 
he has, on former occafions, expe- 
rienced, and zealoufly afpires to the 
honor of the public patronage; 

b 2 which 
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which has, ia his various attempts, 
flattered him by the approbation, 
and recompenfcd him by the liberal 
reward of his exertions. 



rHE Public is refpeafully in^ 
firmed^ that the JUnefs to wbicb Mr. Ire* 
LAND ailudes in bis Preface^ put a I'ermi-' 
nation to bis Exifience^ an tbe Day in wbicb 
tbe loft Sbeet of tbis Work went to tbe Prefs. 
Mr: Ireland bas lefi bis intended Publico* 
tion of tbe Flews and Hiftory of tbe River 
Severn, in great fomvardnefs. 
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SECT. I. 



THE MIDDLE TEMPLE GATE. 



VV HEN we confider the nature, extent, 
and confequencc of the buildings known to 
the public by the general name of the Tem- 
ple, though forming the diftindl pofleflions 
of two honorable focieties, perfeftly inde- 
pendent of each other, our aftonifhment is 

4 

in no fmall degree excited at the mean, and 
• A con- 



^ 
« 
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contrafied entrances, by which we are con^ 
dufted to fonle of the fineft fpecimens of 
ancient and modem architecture, that the 
city of London has to boaft. 

We have in the annexed view fele£ted 
the only gateway, that is in the leaft enti- 
tled to the appellation of an avenue to the 
Temple. As an elevation it is highly de- 
ifrving of our notice and commendation. 
Edfigned much in the ftyle and manner of 
Inigo Jones, but ere£ted according to the 
date it bears, long after his death, it has 
many appearances, which induce us to think 
it is the work of fome pupil of that eminent 
mafter* It is relieved with four pilafters in 
ftone of the Ionic order, with a handfome 
pediment abovei within which is a circular 
window richly ornamented. 

Over the gateway is a figure of the Holy 
Lamb, the arms of the Middle Temple, and 

above 



above it is infcribed on a fillet of ftonc, 

,Surrexit impenfis Societat : Med : Templi, 

M DC LXXXIV. 

Contemplating this building, as an ar*- 
chiteclural defign, the fcientific obfcrver 
cannot fail to remark the difproportion^ 
which exifts between the height , and the 
width of it's gateway. Both beauty and 
utility imperioufly demand a fpace nearly 
doubly the fpan of the prefent width. We 
cannot however fairly impute blame to the 
artift, who planned it. Thofe talents, (p 
confpicuous in other parts of this ftrufture, 
could not have overlooked fo glaring a fault, 
and we prefume that want of ground, not 
want of knowledge, was the caufe of this 
defeft. The Middle Temple lane is liable 
to the fame obje£lion, as it's entrance ; it is 
much too narrow. If there were no other 
inconveniences attending this defe6):, the 
difplay of one of the noblefl: rooms in the 

A 2 kingdom. 



( 4 ) 

kingdom, the middle Temple Fall, would 

be fufficient inducement to give greater 
fpace, and to exhibit this fuperb edifice to 

the public, who pafs the high ftreet. 

From the great declivity of this lane, 
(an inconvenience perhaps not cafily reme-« 
died) a \^hlmfical circumftance occurred 
about 30 years ago, which was related to 
me by a gentleman, who was a vvitnefs to 
the accident. 



The Water Gate at the bottom of the 
lane was removed, for the purpofe of ad- 
mitting carts with rubbifh, &c. down to 
the Thames, as the river was then em- 
hanking. The carriage of Guftavus Bran- 
der Efq. of the Inner Temple, was coming 
down the lane, when one of the pole- 
pieces broke off, and the chariot of courfe 
followed clofe upon the heels of the horfes ; 
the coachman loft all command over them : 

they 



Caicidihatl ^WbJ.§]E■Y: 
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they precipitated with the carriage to the 
end of the lane, and defcending two flights 
of wooden fteps, between which was a flat 
landing place, they ruflied with great rapi- 
dity into the muddy bottom of the Thames. 
The tide being then low the life of Mr. 
B. and his fervant was providentially faved. 
Guftavus Brander died about the year 1786 
or 87, and by his will bequeathed a certain 
fum to the clergyman of Chrift Church in 
Hampfhire, to preach a fermon annually 
on the I ft of Auguft, and left donations to 
the poor of the parifli, who fliould attend 
to commemorate the anniverfary of hi« 
miraculous efcape. 

On the fpot, where the middle Temple 
Gate now ftands, there was formerly an an- 
cient ftrafture, which was erefted by Sir 
Amias Pawlet, in the reign of Henry 8th, 
on a very Angular occaiion, Fiddes relates 
in his life of Wolfey, that Sir Amias about 
the year 1501, thought fit to put Wolfey, 

who 
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the year 1501, thought fit to put Wolfey; 
^ho was. then parfon of Lymington in 
Hampfhtre, into the ftocks.^ In 15 151 
Wolfey, bearing his honors thick upon him, 
and bearing too in mind, the indignity of-* 
fered to him by Sir Amias, fent for him to 
town, and commanded him not to quit it, 
till he received further orders. In confer 
quence of this injundlion, as we are told 
by HoUingfhead, he lodged 5 or 6 years 
Over the gate*way, he had rebuilt, and to 
pacify the refentment of his eminence^ 
adorned the front with the CardinaPs 
hat, badges, cognizances and other devices. 
Such was the condefcenfion, fhewn by the 
great men of that period^ to this minion of 
the court. 

In the view prefixed Temple-Bar is in- 
troduced, as a good finilh to the fcene, but 
it has a ftill higher claim to our refpeft 
having infinite merit in its defign. 

As 
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As we are led to believe, that this (trtic^ 
ture is in a fhort time to be demolifhed, 
and as we have remarked on the paucity of 
good entrances to either of the Temples^ 
would it not be worthy of the attention of 
the Benchers of thefe honourable focieties^ 
to confider, to what ufe this gate may be 
applied, fb as to give publicity to the 
grander views of the Temple ? The valuo 
of it, when eftimated, as old materials^ 
would not be great, it might be placed ei-» 
ther as a foot entrance to the Inner Temple 
oppoiite Chancery-Lane, or near Mitre- 
Court, in fuch a fpot, as to command a view 
of that grand area, the King's Bench walk* 
But perhaps our anxious defire to lay open 
this delightful fcenery to the view of the 
public may have dictated the fuggeftion of 
a plan, which even the liberality of thefe 
gentlemen has not the power of carrying 
into execution. 



Wk- 



( 8 ) 

> We are well aware, that many obftables 
iiand in the way of fo great an improve- 
inent, and we fincercly lament, that the 
fpirit of national mmiificence, generally 
prevalent in civilized countries, but in fo 
eminent a degree the charafleriftic of Eng- 
land, Ihould in the inftance before us feel 
its energies fo crippled by circumftances, 
as to prevent it from rcfcuing from unme- 
]fited fcclufion, fome of the moft ftriking 
fpccimens of archite6lure, that are to be 
found in the fiift dty of the world. 



SECT. 
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SECT. If. 



TEMPLE CHURCH, (^c. 



T 



H ROUGH a mean and contrafled 
entrance,* called the Inner Temple-Lane^ we 
are led intoafituation, themoft fpacious and 
bcft felefted for health and convenience, that 
London produces, and we are forry to re- 
mark, that the avenues to them are fo con-- 
temptible, that a foreigner might pafs a 
life in this city without the leaft induce- 
ment to walk down any of them to explore 
their termination^ The gate-way to this 
entrance is in the worft ftyle of the Gothic 
of the time of King James. It was built 
by John Benet Efq. in the 8th year of that 
reign, and about feven years afterwards the 
lane was completed. This lane, inftead of 

B widening 
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widening towards the grand entrance of the 
church, as it fhould do, continues in a 
contrary diredlion till it fcarcely leaves 
room for two perfons to pafs, and, from its 
contraclednefs, leaves the elegant Saxon 
entrance to the church enveloped in 
dai'knefs. 



We fliall here ftop at Lamb's buildings, 
where fomething like the general form of 
the external of this ftrufturc might have 
been expe&ed to appear, but as the annexed 
view will explain, little is to be feen, but 
the upper part all below is encumbered 
with fheds and houfes of a mean caft of 
charader, and ill fuited to the fituation. 
Here (hoes, boots, wigs and lattitats vie with 
each other for pre-eminence ; why are thefe 
things permitted? Who polTefles a con- 
troul over this ground we know not, but 
we could wifh, for the fake of appearances, 
that it had remained in the hands of the 

church. 
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church, for, even as a church yard, it 
would in all refpe£ls have been better than 
it is. Although this building does not pro- 
perly form a part of our original intention, 
which profefles to treat of the Inns of Court, 
and of Chancery, yet it is clofely conneded 
with the fubje£l, and has fo many claims to 
our attention, and admiration, from its bxi* 
tiquity and excellent ftyle of architecture, 
that we cannot pafs it unnoticed. Nor fhall 
we aim at an elaborate defcription, or criti- 
cifm, as the fubje£t has been fo often, and 
fo ably treated. 

Having viewed the garden or north 
front of this ftrufture, we found it in every 
refpedt, more perfeft than the fbuth. The 
ornaments to the windows are much richer, 
and {harper, and bear a. very fuperior cha- 
racter to thofe of the fouth fide, which have 
been often plaftered over, but there is a mo- 
notony in the arrangement of the windows, 

B 2 that 
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that renders this front very inferior, as a 
landfcape ; the eye might have been per- 
haps relieved by the appearance of the 
round tower, but it is in no point vifible. 

In taking the view of the Temple church, 
from Lambs buildings, that prefaces this 
feftion, we bellowed fome pains to explore 
the ground plan of this building, but the en- 
cumbrances are fo numerous, and fo clofely 
affixed to it, that all attempts were vain. 
The view therefore is here given as a 
faithful delineation of the fpot, and not 
as having any thing pifturefque to re^ 
commend it. 



Some benefit may however be derived from 
this reprefentation. Difgufted by the de- 
iFormities, with which barbarous hands have 
disfigured this elegant ftruflure, the pub- 
lic may be induced to behold with fome 
greater degree of reverence the early pro- 

4 •- 
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du6tions of art^ and deterred by the exam* 
pie before thern^ they may paufe a while, 
ere they confign to obfcurity the works of 
genius, and of tafte. 

The Temple church was built by the 
Knights Templars in the reign of Henry 2d 
on quitting their former reiidexice in Hol- 
bom, near Southampton buildings. The 
plan of it was taken from the Temple near 
to the holy iepulchre at Jerufalem* 

The entrance into to this venerable 
building is through a beautiful Norman 
arch, ornamented in a ftyle peculiarly rich, 
and fuited to the tafte of the time, in which 
it was built. But we have to lament that 
it is fo eclipfed by the adjoining buildings, 
that the minutiae of the ornamental parts 
are loft. The form within is perfeftly cir- 
cular, and it is fupportcd by fix round 

arches 
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arches which reft on pillars bound together 
hy a fafcia. 

Above is a gallery, with rich Saxon 
arches, beautifully interfe£^ing each other, 
and beneath are finall Gothic pilafters ter« 
minating in pointed arches at top. The 
choir is elegant though plain, and acquirer 
additional beauty from being unincumber* 
ed with a gallery. The extreme height and 
narrownefs of the windows, although un« 
common, does not oflFend the eye. Over a 
finall door neai* the cloyfter was an ancient 
infcription in old Saxcm capitals, within 
a femicircle, mentioning the date when the 
church was dedicated by Heraclius, the pa- 
triarch of the church in Jerufalem^ to the 
blefTed Virgin ; this was in the year 1 1 85. 

This infcription was deftroyed by the 
negligence of the workmen during the re- 
pairs 
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^fs made in 1695, but was fortunately 

preferved by Mr. G. Holmes, and is to be 

found in Stowe, Vol. I. p. 745, new 

edit. foL The group of knights in the 

centtf of the round tower, at the en^ 

trance^ are particularly ftriking. Five of 

them are images crofs*legged, as men hav** 

ing taken a vow to go the Holy Land, to 

combat Infidels, and unbelieving Jews« 

One of them is faid> according to Stowe^ 

to have been Willi^n Marfhall, earl of 

Pembroke, who died in 1 2 1 9 : he was fon 
of the earl of the fame name, who died in 

123 1. Gilbert Marfhall, brother to the a- 
bove William, was brought up to the 
•church, and, though totally unlkilled in 
arms, would enter the lifts, and mounting 
a fiery fteed, at a tournament held at Hert- 
ford, in 1 241, was ran away with, and 
filled. 



Pennant 



( i6 ) 

Pennant fays, one of them is known 
to have been Geoffry de Magnaville, created 
earl of EfTex in 1148, and relates on the 
authority of Gough, (in his account of Mo^ 
numents,) this circumftance. His end was 
lingular ; for, driven to defpair, by the in- 
jufticc of his monarch, king Stephen, he 
gave loofe to every aft of violence. He was 
mortally wounded at an attack of Burwell 
caille, in Cambridgefhire ; and, being found 
by fome Templai-s, was dreffed by them in 
the habit of the order, and carried from 
the fpot : as he died excommunicated, they 
wrapped his body in lead, and hung it on a 

crooked tree, in the Temple orchard. On 
being abfolved by the Pope (it being proved 
that he expreffed great penitence in his laft 
moments,) he was taken down, and buried 
firft in the cemetry, and afterwards in this 
church. 



Thp 



WL1.I.I.M CAMDKN . 



'i^7i/ 6t wtiM tM/fe/vi'^ A' Mit ^fa/ 7/i.tn.ei^ a/i J'^i^'Oia/i.AM S^/t^i^aty.t •/^W/mt-'A-t,,^ a .^.i/ii. ' ; 

t^ t/t I'oatr /id's. /%e /m/& iv^t^i'ii -adi^i^n: in S^iumt.^ M^ iMtnS UnAatiaiy MeAf ^iif^ '-^ 
.aa^ /a/rut nali^ t^/ntt^ m^fMd. " ' 



< t7 ) 

Ttt£ ftone coffin, amongil the figures, 
18 &id to have contained the body of Wil- 
liam Plantagenet, fifth fon of Henry 3d. 

Amongst the other ancient monu- 
ments in this church, we cannot pafs over 
that of the celebrated Plowden, a lawyer of 
very diftinguifhed abilities, and treafurer of 
this focicty in 1 572. Camden fays of him, 
that in integrity he was fecond to none of 
his profeifion. 

The famous Seldon, is likewiie interred 
here, his great knowledge of the conftitu- 
tion, and (kill in the various branches of an- 
tiquity are too well known, to make it ne- 
ceffaryto enlarge upon them. His friend 
Sir John Vaughan, a man clofely allied with 
him in anti-monarchical principles, lies 
interred very near him. 



SECT. 
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SECT. III. 



THE INNER TEMPLE. 



T 



H E Inner Temple, on account of its 
antiquity, demands our firft attention, as 
an Inn of Court We fliall firft notice it*s 
Hall, the fouth front of which, as it appears 
in the annexed view, was ere£^ed about the 
year 1740, as we may conclude from th^ 
date over the gate beneath. To this date 
die name of Thomas Blencowe is added, as 
Treafurer at that time. This front of the 
Hall was deftroyed at the above period by a 
great fire, which does not appear to have 
reached the north fide, nor the roof of the 
building. A femi-hexagonal window, in the 
fbuth front, has been new cafed with ftone 
on the outfide, but has elcaped the ravages 

Ca of 
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of the flames within, and retains its origi- 
nal form. 

Another conflagration is recorded on 
the front of what is called the parliament 
chamber adjoining to the hall. It is engrav- 
ed on a flat ftone in the following words. 
Combuftum 1678. Thoma Hamner Mili* 
te Thefaiirar: Re«dificatum 1680. Thch 
ma Farrar Armigero Thefaurar. 

The contrafted fpace, on which the Hall 
ftandsy admitted of no great exeition pf 
fkill on the part of the architeft: there is 
confequently little either to cenfure, ot 
approve. 

On the whole the objefts, comprized in 
this view, group tolerably, and afford no 
unpleaiing landfcape. 

This view was taken from the Gardens^ 

at 
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at « proper 4iftance from the gates, to in^ 
elude the top of the round tower ^d tur^ 
ret of the church. The iron gate at the en- 
trance to thef^ gardens, bears th9 date of 
1730, and is furmounted with a figure of 
Pegafus, the arms of the Society. And here 
we cannot avoid contemplating the very 
eligible iituation of thefe extenfive poiTeili* 
ons, which reach from the White Fryars 
eaftward to Effex^houfe, withQijt Temple- 
bar. 



Thx elevated iite of the numerous 
buildings gives them every advantage of a 
free and unincumbered air, while they com- 
mand a general view of every tran/ient ob- 
je^, that preients itfelf on the bofom of our 
noble River Thames. The profpeft includes 
two of the fineft bridges in the world. In 
the weftem corner of the landfcape ftands 
that richefl: fpecimen of Gothic architedliu'ey 

Weftminfter 
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Weftminfter Abbey, and the venerable 
palace of Lambeth. 

On the eailem fide rifes the paragon of 
ffiodem edifices, the cathedral of St. Paul ; 
the remaning parts of the picture are beau* 
tified by an extenfive range of towers, and 
fpires of churches, that fhew at once the 
immenfe fize, and confequence of this great' 
tity, the envy, and emporium of the world. 

The King's Bench Walk is a noble area^ 
and demands every commendation, but we 
are here forry to remark on the abfurdity of 
erefting a low, and contemptible range of 
buildings, at the lower end of it^ that feem 
placed here, as if in direft oppofition to 
tafte and good fenfe, as they not only fhut 
out a fine proQ>e£l:, but impede the current 
rf a genial air. 

These rooms were built, asadepofitory 

for 
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£or papers belonging to the offices of th^ 
Ring's Bench, and were placed in this in« 
fular fituation to avoid any future acci-- 
dent from fire, as many of the records of 
that court had once been deftroyed by that 
calamity. 

But furely other places might have beea 
found for the purpofe equally fecure, and 
lefs confpicuous: ihould the removal of 
Temple-bar be adopted, as has been fug-i 
gefted in a former fe£lion, it would mak^ 
an excellent fubftltute for theie buildings, 

Th^ very ruinated, and inconvenient flatc^ 
of White Fryars, confidered as one materi-- 
al entrance to the Temple, we cannot pafi( 
without notice, and r^ret ; it might be im^ 
proved with much pecuniary advantage tq 
the proprietors, and be made one gran4 
avenue to the extenfive buddings to whicl^ 
it leads^ 

The 
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The intide of the Inner Temple Hdl re* 
tains but a finall portion of its andquitjr* 
The moft prominent features of which are 
the very fmall, and truly Gothic windows 
on the north fide. They have the chara6ter 
of a very early ftyle of building, moft pro* 
bably as ancient, as that of Edward 3d, the 
period at which we prefume the Hall was 



It isy^ry well proportioned though finall : 
tile ceiling has a Gothic curve, and is fup* 
ported by fin ribs in the fame bend, thefe 
fpring, (which is fomewhat fmgular,) uregu- 
larly from the new piers on the north fide, 
as wen, as from the ibuth, or old front. 
The ribs are ornamented with grotefque fi- 
gures, and the ^aces between, in the ceiling, 
ftTe filled up with large uncouth forms of 
toks, in chiaro ofcuro. At the lo^er end 
of the room is a neat fcreen fixpported by 
foiur pillars of the Tufcan order, above 

which 



C *5 ) 

which is a fmall ihield with the letters 
L T. R. infcribed thereon, (the initials of 
the name of the Treafurer of that time.) On 
the dexter fide is a Pegafus, and on the fi* 
hifter a Griffin^ the date is 1680. Above 
this (hield is a large KingVarms, carved in 
wood. On the right of the pafTage, at the 
grand entrance, are two very ancient apart- 
ments, that appear to have been out^ffices ; 
they are ceiled with groined arches, and th^ 
Gothic windows are in part blocked up : they 
denote the fall extent of the ancient build- 
ings belonging to this HalL Between the 
two ancient windows at the upper end of 
the Hall, within a Gothic compartment, is 
a large allegorical picture, painted by one of 
our moft eminent hiftorical painters. Sir 
James ThomhilL He has here introduced 
the ftory of Pegafus, in compliment to the 
creftof the fociety. This appears to be 
one of the beft produ^ons of Sir James, 
and for which this excellent artift only 

D charged 
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charged ^o/. it wis pointed in 1709* fitf^ 
neath this pi£hire are Whole len^hs Ctf Wil* 
liam and M^^ Qi^n Ann, and the learn-' 
6A Cbke aAd LyttktxMk^ in thdr robes: Ooiee 
appears to \^i though not ori^td, at leafi: 
i¥eU painted. About feveft or 6ight yeaf9 
«go thefe |>i^res were taken down, and 
X am informed by a ge ntl e m an, who examin- 
ed them at the time^ that they had been 
niudi repaired In tbc feces, and that th^ 
picture of Coke is tlie work of one Wri^t, 
i^ho ins employed by the city, to paint poiv 
traits x^ tSie Judges, "for CiiiidhaU, after 
"tiie fire lof London* In the books of die 
:8ociety we are informed that net^ ffames 
were made Sdr both thefe pictures in i6$4« 
Hie porti:ait of Lyttleton ts moft tikdy a 
topy from fome old pi^luris, |>axnted in his 
4ifc-4irac. Dr. Lyttleton, wlio died fiifhop 
of Carliik and w^s de&rended friom the 
Judgi) obTervedto a friend of ihine, tiiat lie 
-believed it to have been tak^ from apaint«- 

ing 
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$ng of lam in glafs, in ^ church |n Wor- 
cdJt^ribkc, and, to the b«ft of his recoUep*> 
tion, it was that of Franker. 

In the portrait in the Hall, hi$ beard it 
white, and the hair under his coif of a light 
hrown: this circumdanccy fays the Hon. 
Ddnes Barrin^n* may he confidered as a 
rare infUnce, the white hair teftiiying his 
wiiUom, while the bright brown may 
be ponftfuedy as a maxk of the vigor of his 
iinderftanding. He died at the advanced 
age of 86, in 1 634. Amongft thefe por- 
traits, at the latter end of the laft century, 
there hung one of a reinarkable perfbn, the 
infamous Chancellor Jeffries; it was a 
whole length, painted by Sir Godfrey Kncl- 
ler for the Society in the reign of Charles 
ed, and for which he was paid 50/. In th^ 
Aicceeding reign of James ad, this Chancelt* 
|or became moifc deicrvedly unpopular, and 
in iCg^t ^^ portrait of fuch a man bein^ 

D 2 confidered. 
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confidered, as of no credit to the fociety, it 
was ordered by the Bench to be removed^ 
that no further indignity might be (hewn 
to it, and that " Mr. Trcafurer do declare to 
^' the Lord JefFeries (his fon) that at his 
•• Lordfhip's defire, the houfe do make a pre* 
fent to hisLordfhip of his father's pi6hire 
now in Mr. HoUoway's chamber, who 
^' is deiired to deliver the fame to his Lord- 
•^ fhip or his order.*' It was accordingly 
delivered to his Lordfhip by Mr. Holloway, 
and was conveyed to the family houfe at 
Adlon near Wrexham in Denbighfhirc, 

From the upper end of the hall, we en«« 
ter a handfome fpacious parlour lined with 
oak, and decorated around, on the upper 
part of the wainfcot, with the arms of the 
various readers of this Society, confiding of 
about 350 emblazoned in finall compart- 
ments, from the time of Henry 6th to the 
prefent period. The earlieft name of a 

readei:^ 
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reader, introdviced here, is that of Thomas 
Littleton, who was a knight of the Bath in 
that reign. This room is called the par^ 
liament chamber, and here the Treafurer 
and Benchers of the Society meet to tran& 
a6t their bufinefs, which from hence is calle4 
parliamentary. 

Over the chimney in this apartment are 
fome carvings of allegorical figures, birds, 
fiihes, wheat fheafs, &c. &c. above thefe 
ornaments, which are but indifferently exe- 
cuted, are the arms of the fociety, a Pe- 
gafus within a fhield, on which is infcribed, 
Thomas Walker, Ar. 1705. 

From hence we enter feveral handfome 
apartments appropriated to the purpofes 
of a library, which by feveral donations is 
fumifhed with books to the amount of 
10,000, for the ufe of the gentlemen of the 
Inn. In this library are a few portraits, 

viz* 
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viz. Geoi|;e ad, Qjieen Caroline. Carey. 
Xx>rd Hunfdon, which appears to be an 
original. Judge Twifden, a fmall whole 
length. Finch Earl of Nottingham, SirMar^ 
tin Wright, Lord Chancellor Harcourt, and 
William Petjt, Efq. who gave many vi^ 
luable MSS. to this fociety. This gentle^ 
man was recorder of London in the time 
of Charles 2d, and ably exerted bimfelf 
againft that monarch, when heftrove to de* 
prive the citizens of their charter by a writ 
of quo warranto. In this exertion he is 
well known to have fucceeded. Themoft 
curious portrait, I obicrvedhere, was one 
fuppofed to be of a Mr. Edward Herbert of 
Packington, which appears to have been 
painted in the Venetian fchooL Of this 
gentleman Mr. Walpole, in his anecdotes 
of painting, gives the following account ^ 
^ The head of Mr. Edward Herbert, a 
great virtuofb, who was called l^e rough 
diamond, painted by Carlo Maratti, was^ 
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^ with Some of his books, left by his ne^ 
^ phew to the tibrary of the Middle Tern- 
^* pie where it itmains/' 

TBI: Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington juftly 
remarks on this anecdote, that, as there is 
no foch portrait in the Middle Temple li-> 
brary, this pi^ure muft be what is alluded 
to, <(fyod3Sty as Mr. Herbert Jacob, (pro- 
bably the nepliew at the above ^ntlrasan) 
left fbme books to the library of the Inner 
t^Moipk the eStli Sept. 1 726* 

Wt& IhiAl now briefly notice the antiqmty 
^ tlds bn, ^md Ibme of its ancient cuf^ 
^bomsy 4md Tqguladons for the promotion of 
learning. In the time of Heniy sed the 
Unight Templars had a houie In Holbom, 
in l9ie vicinity of Southampton binldings^ 
fiom whence they removed for convenienee 
to sno^r liftlHtation oppoftte to -a ftreet 
lAien called New^ftreet, now Chancery-lane. 

Thb 
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Tkt origin of this or4er, fays Stowe, took 
place about the year 1 1 18 in the following 
manner : ** Certain noblemen horfemen, re-^ 
ligioufly bent, bound themfelves by vow^ 
in the hands of the Patriarch of Jerufa- 
" lem, to ferve Chrift, after the manner 
** of regular cannon in chaftity and obe-^ 
^^ dience $ and to renounce their own pro^ 
" per wills for ever. The firft of which 
c' order was Hugh Paganus (i. e. Pain,) 
and Geffrey de S. Aludomare. They 
having no certain habitation, Baldwin 
*^ King of Jeruialem granted unto them 
a dwelling place in his palace, by the 
Temple/' Their firft profeflion was to 
prote£t the pilgrims, coming to viiit the 
fepulchre, and to guard the highways. 
About ten years after their firft eftabliih- 
ment, they wore a white habit by order 
of Honorius the 2d, then Pope^ and af^ 
terwards, in the time of Pope £ugeniu», 
tiiey bare croiTes of red cloth on their up- 
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permoft garments. Many noblemen, in all 
parts of Chriftendom, became brethren of 
this order, and built Temples in moft of 
the cities and great towns. In England 
this was their chief houfe, though they had 
many other Temples in Cambridge, Briftol, 
Canterbury, Dover, Warwick, and other 
places. This Temple in London was often 
made ufe of, as a (lore houfe for treafures 
for fuch, as judged themfelves infecure in 
other places. 

These treafures however we find were 
not fo facred here, as the owners imagined^ 
for M athew Paris relates that in the year 
1230, Hubert de Burgh, Earl of Kent, being 
a prifoner in the Tower, the King was in-» 
formed he had much treafure, laid up in this 
new Temple, under the cuftody of the 
Knights Templars, and the Mailer of the 
Temple being examined therein, and con- 
felfing there were monies^ &c. delivered in- 
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to his charge, the King fent his Trvafurtf 
and Jufticier of the Exchequer, to &e {aid 
Hubert, Earl of Kent, to require him to re«* 
f^gn his treafure into his hands< The mo- 
ney was faithfully told, and together with 
veilels of gold and filver, and many preci«- 
ous ftones of confiderable value, of which 
an inventory was taken, was laid up in the 
Treafury of the Crown. 

In the year i245» the Nuncio of Pope 
Innocent refided in this Temple, and that 
Pope commanded the bifhcqps of England 
to carry to his Nuncio 6000 marks, which 
was however prevented by th^ interdi^ioii 
of King Henry* 

In 1283,. Edward ift, taking with him 
one Robert Waleran, and others, came td 
the Temple, where calling for the keeper of 
the Treafure-houfe, as if he intended to fee 

his mother's jewels, that were laidupthett 
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to be iafely kept, he entered into the houfe, 
breaking the coffers of certain perfbns, that 
had likewife brought their money thither, 
and he took away from thence^, valuables to 
the amomit of loool. About this period 
the Templars became ib rich, that they 
were enabled to entertain the Nobility, the 
foreign EmbafTadors, and even the Prince 
himfelf. Mathew Paris inveighs againit 
them bitterly for their pride, which led them 
to difdain other orders, and rank themielves 
with -the Nobility, although their ori- 
ginal poverty was fo abjedl, that they couI4 
afford only one horfe to ferve two of them^ 
and Stowe fays, ^* in token whereof, they 
•< gave on their feal, two men riding on 
** one horfe." 



In the reign of Edward 2d» in 1308, the 
Templars in England, as alfo in other parts 
of Chriftendom, were apprehended and com- 
initted to divers prifons, and in 1 3 10, a pro* 
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vincial council was held at London againft 
them, upon accufations of herefy and other 
crimes. They denied all the charges except 
one or two> and pleading guilty to thefe they 
were condemned to perpetual penance in fe- 
veral Monafteries, where they behaved them-^ 
felves with modefty and decorum. Philip 
le Bel, King of France, caufed them to be 
condemned by a general council, and thus 
procured their overthrow. 

According to Fabian, Philip, having 
fdzed their pofleffions in France, applied 
them to his own ufe, and, not fatisfied with 
this fpoil, he caufed fixty of them to be 
publicly burnt in Paris, 

So enormous were the riches of this order 
at its diffolution, that it wjis found poflefled 
of 1 6,000 manors. 

The property of this wealthy inftitution 
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darolving to the Crown, this houfe was gi* 
ven by the king, Edward 2d, to Thomas 
Earl of Lancafter, who foon after forfeited 
it by rebellion, when it reverted to the 
Crown, and was granted firft to Adomare 
de Valence, Earl of Pembroke, and after his 
deceafe to Hugh le Defpenfer the younger 
for life : he being attainted in the i ft year of 
Edward 3d, it once more came to the Crown, 
inwhofe poireflion it continued till King 
Edward 3d granted this manfion to the 
Knights Templars remaining in England, 
who then had their principal houfe in Weft 
3mithfield. Soon after this grant, it is fup- 
pofed they demiied thefe premifes, for a rent 
of 10/. per annum, to divers profefTors of the 
Common Law, that came from Thavies Inn 
in Holbom. In the reign of Richard 2d, 
we have reafon to fear that this new inftitu- 
tion was much troubled by the ravages of 
Wat Tyler and his clan, who, as the fol-* 
lowing paflage in the old law French re- 
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late&i deftroyed and btun^ aB thdr books„ 
records^ &c. 
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Les Rebells alleront a Ic Temple^ & 
jettercms les meaibns a le terre & aveghe* 
^' ront Tighles, iifient que rls fairont cover- 
** ture en mal array, & alleront en V egfife/ 
^' & priilenHit touts les liveres & rolles de 
^' remembrances, que fueront en lour Hut- 
ches or Cottuges deins le Temple de ap^ 
prtnticcs de la ley & porteront in k 
^ haut chimenCj & les arderont.** 

The peculiar enmity of Wat Tyler and 
his Followers, to this inftitution, appears to 
have ariien from a hatred they bore to Sir 
Robert Hales, Lord Prior of St. John of 
Jerufalcm, who from his high dignity, (he 
T)eing accounted the firft parliamentary Peer 
of England,) had it the more in his power 
to oppofetbcm. 

Not-* 
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Notwithstanding the fpoil of the 
arch rebel and his followers^ the ftud^nts of 
tiiis lam increafed fo rapidly, that tliey divU 
ded themfelves into two bodies, '^e one 
known by the name of the Society of the 
Inner, the other of the Middle Temple. 
They held this manfion, as tenants to the 
Hofpitallers till their dilTolution in the 30th 
Henry VIII, and afterwards from the crown 
by leafe till the the fixth year of James^ 
at which period they received a grant by 
l^ers patent, bearing date at Weftminfter, 
on the 13th t)f Auguft, by the name of 
Ho^icia and Capitalia melFuagia cognita 
per nomen de la Inner-Temple, & le Mid- 
die Temple, (ive novi Templi, London 
unto Sir Julius Csefar Knight, then CSian-* 
cdlor 'and Amdet Treafurer of the King's 
£xchequer. 

Having thus given a brief account of 
tjie ancient hi&>gr and eftablilhment of 
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the Temple, we (hall now remark on ^e 
more modem orders for the advancement 
of learning, and good government m the 
Inner Temple. 

Amongst the earlieft inititutions we 
find in the 3d, of Phillip and Mary, that no 
attorney, or common folicitor (hall be ad- 
mitted into this houfe without the aflent 
and agreement of their parliament. 

In 42 Elizabeth, that none (honld be ad- 
mitted of this fbciety, except he be of good 
parentage, and not of ill behaviom*. 

That every man called to the bench 
ihould keep fbme learning vacations, next 
after his calling to and coming to tlie bench, 
upon pain of forfeiture for every vacation 
five pounds. 



In the 2d. Elizabeth the fociety drank 
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ki cups of afhen wood iimilar to thofe 
ufed in the Queen's Court. Thefe were af- 
terwards laid afide and green earthen pots 
were introduced. 



In the 38 Henry Sth, there was an order 
made that the gentlemen ihould reform 
themielves in their cut or difguifed apparel, 
and not have long beards, and that the opi- 
nion of the Juftices (hould be had thereon. 

In confequence, in the ift and 2d, of 
Philp and Mary there was a decree made, 
that no fellow of this houfe ihould wear his 
beard above three weeks growth upon pain 
of a forfeiture of 20X. end in the 36th Eli- 
<zabeth it vas ordered that no fellow (hould 
-wear either hat or cloak in the Temple 
church, hall, buttery, kitchen, &c. under a 
penalty of 6s. Sd. nor were they to go in 
cloaks, hats, or boots and fpurs into the city, 
excepting when they rode out of the town. 
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They were likewife reftrained from exer« 
ciiing the play of flioff-grote or flip<<-grote» 
upon pain of* 6s. SJ. It was ordered alio, 
that there fhould be no allowance of wine 
at Chriftmas, except one pottle to the ftew-^ 
ard*s mefsy according to the ancient ufkge 
of that feftival. No drinking of healths 
was allowed, nor any wine or tobacco ut-« 
tered or (old within the houfe : nor was 
any knocking with boxes, or calling aloud 
for gamefters permitted. 

In the 3d Elizabeth, it was ordered that e« 
very fingle Reader ihould be at three mootet 
in every term, and in Michaelmus term at 
four moptes ; and every Bencher, not Read*^ 
er, at five mootes in every term, and in Nfiy 
chaelmus term at fix, upon pain of forfeit^ 
ing five {hillings every moote. And heit 
we fhall endeavour to explain, what is meant 
by mootyng, a phrafe perhaps not generally 
tinderftood. The Utter Barrifters, that i% 
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thole, who had contiimed in the hotife five 
or fix years, and had profited in the ftudy 
of the law, had this degree of Utter Barrif^ 
ter conferred on them, and were called by 
the Elders or Benchers to plead, argue, and 
diipute fome doubtful matter in the law be^ 
fore certain of the fame Benchers, in term 
time, or in the two principal times in the 
year of their learnings, which they call 
grand vacations, and the fame manner of 
argument or difputation was called Moo- 
tyfig. Mootyngs were formerly pleaded 
or declared by the young learners, in home- 
ly Law French, (as it is termed) on fome 
doubtful matter, or queflion in the law; 
they were afterwards rehearfcd by two Utter 
Barrifters in Law French, for and againft 
the queftion ; and then three of the Bench* 
ers were to declare their opmions in Eng« 
liih ; although the duties of the Readers be 
now no longer pra£tifed, it may yet be nd- 
cefiary to ftate what the nature of them was. 

F 2 Some 
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Some Utter Barriiter^ who had continued 
fourteen or fifteen years in the houfe, was 
by the Benchers chofen to read, expound 
and declare fome ftatute openly unto all the 
Company of the houfe, in one of the two 
principal times of their learning, which they 
call their grand vacations in fummer ^ and 
during the time of hb reading, he had the 
name of a Reader* and afterwfu^ds of ft 
Bencher. 



We (hall now attempt to ihew what 
were the rare amuiements of our fage and 
learned men of the Law in the time of £li« 
2abeth, at one of their grand feftivalf of 
Chriflmas. We cann6t avoid quoting fome 
very appropriate lines from the long ftory 
of our Poet Gray, as a preface to this 
curious acoount : 
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*^ My grave Lord Keeper led the brawhi 
^ And feals and macet daoc'd before him. 
^ His bufby beard^ and (hoe firings green, 
^^ His Jiigh*crown*d hat, and £sitin doublet, 
^ Mov'd die ftout heart of England's Queen, 
^ Though Pope and Spaniard could not trouble it«*^ 

This mummery was exhibited in the 
4th Elizabeth. The Lord Robert Dudley 
(afterwards Earl of Leicefter) was the prin- 
cipal aftor, his title on the occafion was 
Palaphilos, being Conftable Marlhall, his 
offices were, as follow* 

Mr. Onflow, Jjord Chanctlhr. 
Anthony Stapleton, LordTCrtafurcr. 

Robert Kelway, Lord Privy Seal. 

JohnFuUer, Chief Juftice of the King' s 

Sencb. 
William Pole, Chief Jufticeof the Conh 

man Pleas. 
Roger Maxiwood^ Chief Baron of the 

Exchequer. 
Mr. Baflie, Steward of the Houfehold. 

Mr. Cople]r* 
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Mr. Copley, Marjhal of the Hwfebold. 
.Mr. Paten, Chief Butler. 
Chriftophcr Hatton, Majier of the Game^ 
(he "was afterwards Lord Chancellor.} 
Mr. Blafton, 
Mn Yorke, i *^ « ^ t 

> Mailers of the Revels^ 

Mr. Pcnfton, r ^ y 

Mr. Jervife, 

Mr. Parker, Lieutenant of the T!on»er^ 

Mr. Kendall, Carver. 

Mr. Martyn, Ranger of the Fore/is. 

Mr, Stradling, Sewer. 

Tki^]1£ were belides thefe feveral others^ 
and upwards of fouricore of the guard. 

Gerard Leigh in his accidence of ar- 
mory, gives the following curious account 
of this ceremony, which we (halt tranfcribe 
in hh own ^uainft language. 

'< Aft£» I had travailed through the 

" eaft 
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^ eaft parts of the unknown* world, to un-» 

*^ derftand of deeds of armes, and fo ar- 

^^ riving in the fair River of Thames, I 

•* landed within half a league from the city 

'•^ of London, which was (as I conjefture) 

** in December laft ; and drawing near the 

city, fuddenly heard the fhot of double 

cannons, in fo great a number, and fo 

terrible, that it darkened the whole ayr ^ 

wherewith, althoi^h I was in my native 

^ country, yet flood I amazed, not know- 

^ ing what it meant. Thus as I abode in 

•* delpair, either to return or continue my 

^ former purpofe, I chanced to fee coming 

^ towards me an honeft cidzen, clothed in a 

^^ long garment, keeping the highway, ieem- 

^ ing to walk for his recreation, which 

^^ prognofticated rather peace than perils 

^^ of whcmi I demanded the caufe of this 

great (hot ; who friendly anfwered. " It 

is, (t]uoth he,) a warning fhot to the 

•^ Conftable Marfhjili of the Inner Temple, 

« to 
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to prepare to dinner;' « Why-(faidl) 
'^ what, is he of that eftate, that faketh no 
*' other means to warn his officers than 
^^ with fo terrible fhot in {o peaceable a 
'* country ?'* " Marry, (faith he,) he uttcr- 
'^ eth himfelf the better to be that officer, 
'^ whoie name he beareth.'" 



^^ I then demanded what province did 
V he govern/ that needeth fuch an officer.'* 
?* (He anfwered me,) ** The province was 
^ not great in quantity, but ancient in true 
^ nobility. A place, (faid he,) prinleged 
<^ by the moft excellent Princefs the High 
^' Governor of the whole ifland, wherein are 
^* ftore of Gentlemen of the whole nation, 
^' that repair thither to learn to rule and 
<< obey by law, to yield their fleece to their 
*^ prince and common-weal; as alio to ufe all 
^' other exercifes of body and mind where^ 

unto nature moft aptly ferveth to adorn, by. 

fpeaking, countenance, gefture, and ufe of 

appareU 
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« apparel, the perfcm of a gentleman ; 
^ whereby amity is obtained and continued, 

* that gentlemen of all countries, in their 
' young years, nourifhed together in one 
' place, with fuch comely order, and daily 
' conference, are knit by continual acquaint- 
' ance in fuch unity of mindes, and man- 
' ners, as lightly never after is fevered, than 

* which is nothing more pro^table to the 

* common-weal." 



'' And after he had told me thus much 
** of honour of the place, I commended in 
" mine own conceit the policy of the go- 
" vemor, which feemed to utter in itfelf 
*^ the foundation of a good common-weal ; 
** for that the beft of their people, from 
" tender years trained up in precepts of 
" juftjce, it could not choofe but yield forth 
^^ a profitable people to a wife commonweal ; 
" wherefore I determined with myfelf, to 
^ make proofe of what I heard by report/' 

G " The 
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" The next day I thought for ftiy paiV 
time to walk to this Temple, aiid enter-* 
ing in at the gates, I found the building 
nothing coftly ; but many comely gentle- 
men of face and pcribn, and thereto very 
courteous, faw I pafs to and fro, fo as 
" it. ieemed a Prince's poll: to be at 
^' handt and paiTmg forward entered into 
a church of ancient buildings wherein are 
many monuments of noble p^rfonages 
armed in knightly habit, with their cotes 
^ depainted in ancient (hields, whereat I 
took pkafure to behold. Thus gazing 
as one bereft with the rare fight, there 
came unto me an herehaught, by name 
Palaphilos, a King of arms, who cour* 
" teoufly faluted me," faying, *• For that I 
" was a ftranger, and feeming by my de- 
'* meanour a lover of honour, I was his 
" gueft of right : whofe courtefy (as reafon 
" was)" " I obeyed, anfwering/' " I was at 
" his commandment." 

*' Thek 
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Then faid he, ye (hall go to mine own 
lodging here within the Palace, wheit we 
*' will have fuch cheer, as the time and 
'• country will yield us j where I aflore you 
** I was fo entertained, as no where met I 
** with better cheer or company.*' 



" Th us talking we entered the Piince his 
'^ Hall, where anon we heard the noiie of 
*' drum and fife, (What meaneth this drum ^ 
*^ faid I, quoth he,) this is to warn gentle- 

» 

*^ men of the houfehold to repair to the 
*• drcflcr ; wherefore come on with me, and 
" ye fhall ftand where ye may beft fee tj^e 
*^ hall ferved : and fb from thence brought 
me into a long gallery, that ftretcheth it- 
felf along the hall near the Prince's table, 
*^ where I faw the Prince fet i a man. of tall 
*^ perfonage, a manly countenance, fomewhat 
** brown -of vifage, ilrongly featured, and 
" thereto comely proportioned In all linea- 
^ ments of body. At the nether end of the 

G a " fame 
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fame table were placed the Embafladors o( 
fundry Princes. Before him ftood the 
carver, fewer, and cup-bearer, with great 
number of gentlemen*wayters attending 
*^ his perfon ; the ufhers making place to 
ftrangers of fundry regions, that came to 
behold the honour of this mighty captmn. 
After placing of thefe honourable guefls, 
^' the lord fteward» treafurer, and keeper 
^ of Pallas* feat, with divers honourable 
'' perfonages of that nobility were placed at 
'' the fide table neer adjoyning the Prince 
" on the right hand : and at another table 
*' on the left fide were placed the treafurer 
*' of the houfehold, fecretary, the prince 
^^ his feijeant at the law, four mailers of 
** revels, the king of arms, the dean of the 
'^ chappel, and divers gentlemen penfioners 
" to fiimifh the fame." 



" At another table on the other fide 
*^ were fet the mafter of the game, and his 

" chief 
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^^ chief ranger, mafters of houiholdt clerks 
'^ of the green cloth and check, with divers 
*^ other jftrangers to fiimiih the fame." 



^' On the other fide, againfl: them^ he^n 
'^ the table, the lieutenant of the tower, 
^* accompanied with divers captains of foot- 
" bands and ihot. At the nether end of 
*' the hall began the table, the high butler, 
^^ the panter, clerks of the kitchen, mafter* 
'^ cook of the privy kitchte, ^imi0ied 
^* throughout with the foldiers and guard 
^^ of the Prince : all which with number of 
" inferior officers placed and ferved in the 
*^ haU, befides the great refort of ilrangcrs, 
** I fpare to write.** 

^' The Prince ib ierved with tender 
^^ meats, fweet fruits, and dainty ddicttet 
'^ confeftioned with curious cookery, as tt 
'' feemed wonder a world to obfenre the 
'* provifion : and ac every owrfe xh» tnim- 

" petters 
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" pctters blew the couragions blaft of dead- 
** ly war, with noife of drum and fife, with 
the fweet hafmony of violins, fack-butts, 
recorders, and cornetts, with other in- 
*' ftruments of mufick, as it feemed Apol- 
" lo's harp, that tuned their ftroke/' 

" Thus the Hall was ferved after the 
•** moft antient order of the ifland; in 
^' commendation whereof I fay, I have alio 
*^ feen the fcrvice of great Princes, in fo- 
lemn feaibns and times of triumph, yet 
the order hereof was not inferior to any.** 
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But to proceed; this herehaught Pa- 
" laphilos, even before the fecond courfe 
" came in, ftanding at the high table, faid 
^^ in this manner. The mighty Palaphilos, 
Prince, Prince of Sophie, High Conftable, 
Marfliallof the Knights Templars, Patron 
** of the honourable order of Pegafus; and 
^^ therewith cryeth a largefs. The Prince, 

" prayfing 



Si 



u 



€1 



( 55 ) 

^ prayfing the herehaught, bountifiiUy re- 
" warded him with a chain to the value of 
*• an hundred talents." 

• ** I affure. you I languifh for want of 
cunning ripely to utter that I faw fo or- 
derly handled, appertaining to fervice; 

" wherefore I ceafe and return to my 

" purpofe," 

> 

'* Th e fupper ended and tables taken up, 
the High Conftable rofe, and a while ftood 
under the place of honour, where his at- 
" chicvement was beautifully embroidered, 
" and advifed of fundry matters with the 
" Embaffadors of foreign nations, as he 
thought good, till Palaphilos king of ar- 
mes came in, his herehaught marfhall, and 
^ purfivant before him ; and after followed 
'^ his mefifenger and caligate knight ; who 
*^ putting off his coronal, made his humble 
" obedience to the Prince -, by whom he was 

" com- 



et 



C( 



cc 



(C 



( 5<5 ) 

^' commtoded to draw near and underftand 
^ his pleafure ; faying to him a few word9 
^' to this eStd: ; Palaphilos^ feeing it hath 
'^ pleafed the high Pallas to think me to de« 
^^ merit the offi<ie of this place ; and thereto 
*^ this night paft vouchfafed to defcend from 
^' Heaven to increafe my further honour, by 
^^ creating me Knight of the order of P^- 
** fus; as alfo commanded me to join in 
** the fame fociety fuch valiant gentlemen 
" throughout her province, whofe living 
*' honour hath beft deferved the fame, the 
^^ choice whereof mod aptly belongeth to 
'* your fldll, being the watchman of their 
doings and regifter of their deferts ; I will 
ye choofe, as well throughout our whole 
armyes, as elfewhere, of fuch efpecial gen- 
tlemen, as the gods hath appointed, the 
" number of twenty-four, and the names of 
*^ them prefent us : commanding aljR> thofe 
^ choien perfons to appear in our j^'efence in 
^ knightly habit, that With conveniency wc 

** may 
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'* may proceed in our purpofe. This dotie; 
** Palaphilos obeying his Prince's command- 
♦* ment, with twenty-four valiant knights, 
" all apparelled in long white veftures, 
** with each man a fcaff of Pallas' colours, 
" and them prefehted with their names to 
" the Prince, who allowed well his choife, 
^' and commanded him to dohii office ^ 
" who, after his duty to the Prince, bowed 
'^ towards thefe worthy ^ribnages, ftand- 
*' ing every man in his antienty^ as he had 
/' bom arms in the field, and began to 
" (hew his Prince's pleafure ; with the ho- 
" »our of the order/' 

f HBsis grand Chriftmafles, as appears 

by the defcription before us, as well as 

from the accounts of the houfe, muft 
have been attended with enormous ex- 

pences, and the fteward and butfer muft 

have been fully employed en thefe occa- 

fions* ^' The bufinefs of the former was 

H " to 
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" to provide, five fat brawns» flcfti, fowl, 

*' and ail manner of fpices and other cates 
" for the kitchen." " That of the latter, 

*^ to prepare a rich cupboard of plate, filver 

'^ and parcel gilt $ itlver and gilt fpoons, 

*' candlefticks, linen,'' tec, 

'* The duty (^ the ConflableMarhall, was 
^ to fumifh himfelf with a fair gilt com* 
^< pleat hamefs, with a neft of feathers in 
** the helm ; a fair pole«-ax to bear in his 
'* hand to be chivalroufly ordered on Chrift- 
'^ mas-Day, and other days, as afterwards 

*' is (hewed/' Thefe regulations were made 
by the Benchers at their parliamentary meet- 
ing on the eve of St« Thomas the Apoftlei 
and if it was refolved to proceed with fuch 
a grand Chrifhnas } then on the Chriftmas^ 
Eve the following arangements were made. 
" The youngeft butlers muft light two 
** torches, and going before the bench, 
** and being feated, the oldeft Bencher 

" deliver- 
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^ delivereth a fpeech, and thenj in token 

of joy and good liking, the Bench and 

Cbmpany pafs beneath the harth^ and iing 

" a carroi, and fo to boyer/" (qr. beaver.) 

^^ It was» the bufinefs of the Marfhall at 

^' dinner, to arrange the company accord- 
** according to their ftations, at the head of 

^* one table the moft ancient of the compa- 

^^ ny prefent, then the Dean of the Chapel 

^' and a Bencher beneath him/' &c« 

^^ At the upper end of another table^ 
*^ the three mailers of the revels, at the 
<' lower end of the king's attorney, the 
^* ranger of the foreft, and the mafter of 
^< the game, and at the upp^r end of the Ut- 
" ter Barrifters table, the Marfhall fitteth 
** when he hath ferved in the firft mefs, at 
the upper end of the Clerks Table, is 
placed the lieutenant of the Tower,'* &c. 

*^ At the firft courfe theniiniftrels found 

Ha '' thejr 






( <o ) 

'^ their inftruments and go before i and the 

^^ Steward and Marfhall next follow, after 

^' them the Gentleman Sewer; and then 

^' Cometh the meat. Thofe three officers 

^' altogether are to make three folemn cur- 

'* tefiesy at three feveral times, between the 

^* (kreen and the upper table. During the 

" time of the tables being fct and ferved, 

^^ the mufic play, and the muficians muft 

direft their faces towards the higheft ta-? 

ble; they then return to the buttery, 

*♦ with their mufic founding. The fecond 

^* courfe is ferved in, in every refpe£t as in 

^* the firft, and dinner being ended the mu« 

^' ficians prepare to fmg a fong at the high- 

" eft table. Then after a little repofe, the 

*' perfons at the lu^^ieft tabic arife, and pre- 

** pare to revels : at night before fupper, 

** revels and dancing agsun commence, and 

** alfo after fupper, during the twelve 4ay5 

♦* of Chriftmas." 
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^* The antienteft mafter of the revels is 
" after dinner and fupper to fing a caroll or 
** fong, and command other gentlemen then 
^* there prefent to fing ^th him and the 
•* company, and fo it is very decently per- 
<^ formed ; a repaft at dinner is Sd'[ 



CHRISTMAS. DAY. 

• * 

^^ Service in the church ended, the 
'^ gentlemen prefently repair into the Hall 
*' to breakfaft with brawn, muftard, and 
•^ malmfey/' 

^^ At dinner, the Butler appointed for the 

« 

«^ grand Chriftmas is to fee that all the ta« 
^^ bles are well ferved and covered 5 at the 
^* firft courfe is ferved in a fair and large 
<< boar's head upon a filver platter, with 
** minftralfye. Two gentlemen in gown? 
^^ are to attend at fupper, and to bear two 
^^ fair torches of wfix, next before the mu- 

*^ ficians 
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*' (icians and trumpeters and ftand above 
** the fire with the mufick, till the firft 
" eourfe be ferved in, through the HalL" 



ST. STEPHEN'S DAY. 

" This day the Sewer, Carver, and Cup- 
" bearer, are to ferve as afore. After the 
** firft eourfe ferved in, the Conftable-Mar- 
fhall Cometh into the Hall, arrayed with 
a fair, rich complete hamefs, white and 
bright, and gilt, with a neft of feathers 
of all colours upon his creft or helm, and 
a gilt pole-axe in his hand; and with 
them fixteen trumpetters, four drums and 
fifes, going in rank before them: and 
^^ with them attendeth four men in white 
^* hamefs, from the middle upwards, and 
'^ halberds in their hands, bearing on their 
" ihoulders the Tower: which perfons, 
'* with the drums, and mufick go three 
^ times about the fire. Then the Confta- 

" ble 
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^^ ble Marfhaly after two or three curtefies 
^* made, kneeleth down before the Lord 
^' Chancellor^ behind him the Lieutenant, 
^ and they kneeling, the Conftable Marihall 
" pronounceth an oration of a quarter of 
" an hour*s length, thereby declaring the 
^' purpoie of his coming, and that his pur- 
^* pofe is to be admitted into his Lordfliip's 
** fervice." 



" Then the Conftable Marihall ftanding 
^* up, in fubmifive manner, delivereth his 
** naked fword to the Steward, who giveth 
" it to the Lord Chancellor, and thereupon 
•* the Lord Chancellor willeth the Marfhall 
^ to place the Conftable Marftiall in his 
" feat ; and fo he doth, with the Lieutenant 
'* alfo in his feat or place. During this 
^ ceremony the Tower is placed beneath 
" the fire/* 



" Then cometh in the Matter of the 

" Game, 
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Game, apparelled in green velvety and 
the Ranger of the Foreft alfo» in a green 
fait of fattin, bearing in his hand a green 
*^ bow and divers arrows, with either of 
them a hunting horn about their necks ; 
blowing together three blafts of venary, 
" they pace round about the fire three 
'' times. Then the Mafter of the Game 
'^ maketli three curtefies, as aforefaid ; and 
*^ defireth to be admitted into his iervice, 
&c. All this time the Ranger of the Fo- 
reft ftandeth dire£Uy behind him. Then 
^' the Mafter of the Game ftandeth up." 
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^ This ceremony alfo performed^ a 
'^ huntfinan cometh into the Hall, with a 
*^ fox and a purfe net$ with a cat, both 
V bound at the end of a ftafF ; and with 
with them nine or ten couple of hounds, 
with the blowing of hunting^homs^ 
" And the fox and cat are by the hounds 
'' fet upon, and killed beneath the fire, 

« This 
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** Itiis fport finiihed, the Marihall placed 
** them in their (everd appointed places.*' 

• ■ 

'^ Then proceedeth the fecond courfe; 
*^ which done, and ferved out, the Com- 
'^ mon Seijeant delivereth a plaufable fpeech 
*^ to the Lord Chancellor and his company 
^* at the higheft table, how necefiary a thing 
^^ it 19 to have officers at this prefent ; the 
Conftable-Marfhall, and Mafter of the 
Game, for the better honor and reputa« 
" lion of the Common wealth j and wifhed 
'* them to be received,** &c. 

" Then the King's Serjeant at Law dc- 
'* clareth and inferreth the neceffity j which 
^' heard, the Lord Chancellor defireth re{^ 
^^ pite of farther advice. Then the antien- 
^* eft of the Mafters of the Revels fingeth a 
" fong, with aififtance of others here pre- 
^' fent." 

*^ At fupper the Hall is to be ferved in 

I " all 
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" all folemnity, as upon Chriftmas-Day, 
" both the firft and fecond . courfe to the 

higheft table. Supper ended, the Con- 

ftable-Marfhall prefented himfelf with 

^' drums afore him, mounted upon a fcaf- 

" fold born by foiu* men j and goeth three 

" times round about the harthe« cr^g 

" out aloud, A Lordy A Lord-^ &c. Then 

'^ he defcendeth and goeth to dance, &c. 

" And after he calleth his court, every one 

" by name, one by p?lq in this jnanner/' 

" Sir Francis Flatterer, of Fowlehurft, 
" in the county of Buckingham." 

" Sir Randall Rackabite, of Rafcal-hall, 
" in the coimty of Rakehell." 

" Sir Morgan Mumchance of Much- 
•* Monkery, in the county of Mad-mopery." 



" Sir Bartholomew Baldbreech, of But- 
*^ tockes-bury, in the county of Brekeneck." 

" This 
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^^ This done, the Lord of Mifnilc ad- 
" dreffeth himfelf to the banquet : which 
** ended with fome minftrelfye, mirth, and 
" dancing, every man departeth to reft." 

The remaining days of Chriftmas were 
celebrated in a fimilar manner. 



Such were the ridiculous amufements of 
fome of the moft diftinguifhed chara£lers in 
the kingdom in the reign of Queeii Eliza- 
beth. The modem fportfman will view 
with difguft, the cruelty and folly of a fox- 
chafe in fo confined a place as the Hall of 
the Inner Temple, and the wit will not feel 
much gratification in the grofs and fenfelefs 
allufions of the Conftable-MarfhalL To 
the antiquary, however, this recital of 
the cuftoms and manners of old times may 
afford fome degree of delight, and the rigid 
moralift who is daily complaining againft 
a deterioration in the condu£l of mankind, 

I 2 will 
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will upon the perufal of this account be at 
leaft compelled to confefs that the prefent 
age furpafles that of which we have been 
ipeaking in thofe eflential points of nati« 
onal improvement, delicacy, and humanity. 



SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 



CLEMENT'S INN. 



X HIS Inn is a modern plain flru6hire, 
and though finally is yet prefeived extreme- 
ly neat. It is one of the Inns of Chancery 
appertaining to the Inner Temple : accord- 
ing to the date over the entrance, the hall 
was built in 171 5, at which time a Mr. 
Blackwell was the prefident, this gentle- 
man's portrait hangs at the upper end of 
the hall^ and is a refpe£table painted pic- 
ture. There are five other portraits in this 
room, viz. Sir Matthew Hale and Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, painted in 16 13, both by the 
fame hand, and if originals, are but indif- 
ferently executed. A three quarter por- 
trait. 
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trait, painted in 1631 of Sir Thomas Richi 
well executed, and I fhould think originali 
A Lord Coventry, dated 1525, and a Lord 
Keeper Coventry, which hangs near it, are 
likewife well painted and have the appear- 
ance of being genuine. 

Thefe decorate a well proportioned and 
convenient large parlour, about nineteen 
yards by nine, capable of affording to the 
gentlemen every acconunodation either for 
bufinefs or conviviality. 

Clement's Inn doubtlefs took its name 
from (landing near St. Clement's church, 
or St. Clement's well, and was an Inn of 
Chancery, or houfe wherein ftudents of the 
law had refidence, in king Edward the 
Fourth's time, as may feem by the book of 
entries, from the record of Mich. 1 9 E. IV. 
fol. 6 1 . titulo mifnomer ; where the defen- 
dant, to (hew that he was not named of the 

right 
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right place of his abode, pleaded thus 
" dicit, quod tempore impetrationis brevis, 
^' fuit de hofpicio de Clements Inne, in 
" parochia S. Clementis Dacorum, extra 
^* barram Novi Templi Lon. in comitatu 
'^ Middlefexiae ; quod quidem hofpicium 
** eft, & tempore ante impetrationis bre- 
^^ vis, & diu ante, fuit quoddam hofpicium 
** hominum curae legis temporalis, necnon 
?* hominimi confiliariorum ejufdem legis.'* 
Whofe inheritance this Inn anciently was, 
we cannot learn 5 but in Hen. VIL Sir 
John Cantlowe, knight, by a leafe bearing 
date 20th December, in confideration of for- 
ty marks fine, and four pounds fix (hillings 
and eight pence yearly rent, demifed it for 
eighty years, unto William Elyot, and John 
Elyot, (in truft, as may be prefumed, for 
the ftudents of the law,) and about the 20th 
of Hen. VIII. (as I have heard,) Cantlowe's 
right and intereft therein was pafied to 
William Holies, citizen of London, (after* 

wards 
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wards knight and Lord Mayor of that city,) 
and from him defcended to the right ho- 
nounible John Earl of Clare, of whom this 
fociety do hold it.~> 

This Inn has acquired no final! degree of 
celebrity, from the pen of our immortal 
bard, who in his pleafant charafter of Maf- 
ter Shallow, and others of his merry aflb* 
ciates, has given us a pleafant iketch of thd 
manners of the Inn at that time. For the 
entertainment of the reader we will quote 
the bard in his own words. 

SiL. Good morrow, good coufin Sbal-^ 

Shal. And how doth my coufin, your 

bed-fellow, and your faireft daughter, and 

mine, my god-daughter ElUn ? 

S I L . A las, a black ouzel, coufin Shallow^ 
Shal. By yea and nay. Sir, 1 dare fay 

my coufin JVilliam is become a fcholar ; he 

15 at Opcford Hill, is he not ? Sil. 
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SiL. Indeed Sir, to my coft. 

Shal. He muft then to the Inns of 
Court fhortly : I was once of dementis Inn ; 
where, I think they will talk of mad Shallow 
yet. 

S I L . You were called lufty Sbalkm then, 
coufin. 

Shal. I was called anything; and I 
would have done any things indeed, too, 
and roundly too. There was I, and little 
John Doit of Stafford/hire^ and black George 
Baref and Francis Pickboney and Will Squele^ 
a Cotfwold man I you had not four fuch 
fwinge-bucklers in all the Inns of Court. 

The black figure kneeling in the gar- 
den fupporting a fun*dial, was prefented 
to the Inn by Lord Clare, who brought it 
from Italy, as report affirms, near a century 
ago. It appears to be of bronze, but ibme 
ingenious perfons having determined on ma- 

K king 
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king it a black-a«-moor» have in confo- 
quence painted the figure of that colour. 

We are led to conclude it has infinite me- 
rit, as the late ingenious Mr. Bacon applied 
to the fociety for the ufe of it, merely to 
copy, which requeft, we are concerned to 
fay, was rather illiberally refufed. 

The view prefixed to this fe6lion, will, 
we flatter ourfelves, convey a very correal 
idea of the extreme neatnefs and elegance 
of the exterior appearance of this hall. 



SECT. 
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SECT. V. 



CLIFFORD'S INN. 



JL O this Inn there are three entrances, 
but that which unmediately condufts to the 
hall, is a paflage leading out of Flcet-ftreet 
to the left of St. Dunftan's church. 
Though fmall, this Inn of Chancery is of 
very ancient (landing, and like the former, 
on whkh we treated in the laft feftion, 
is dependent upon the Inner Temple. In 
ancient times it was the refidence of one of 
the firft, and proudeft families in England, 
but from its prefent appearance, we ihould 
imagine that in point of confequence, it 
muft have been confiderably reduced fincc 
that period. 

The hall, which has principally attrafted 

K 2 our 
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our attention in thefe refearches, is in ibme 
meafure built in the Gothic tafte; it is 
about thirty feet long, and twenty-four 
wide, being proportionably lofty to its di- 
dimeniions. The windows of which there 
are three to the north and fbuth fides, 
are arched in the ancient ftyle of archi- 
teflures thofe to the fouth, have each a 
coat of arms in painted glafs, one reprefent- 
ing the bearings of Edward the ConfelTor. 
The cafements on the garden fide contain 

if 

fifteen armorial bearings, among which are 
thofe of Baptifi: Hicks, Vifcount Camden, 
Thomas Bromley, in 1580, and feveral 
other names familiar to us in the records 
of ancient times : In one of the windows 
alfo appears confpicuous the emblazoned 
arms of England. 

To the left of the entrance there is 
hanging up in this hall an old oak cafe, 
opening with two folding doors, within 
which the ancient inftitutions of the fociety 

are 
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are prefcrved : they are written on velliun, 
and confift of forty feven items, but except 
the capital letters, which were formerly em- 
blazoned in gold, the writing is at prefent 
fcarcely legible ; they are headed by a pen 
and ink drawing of the arms of England, 
carefully executed, as they appeared in the 
reign of Henry the Eighth. Two angels arc 
fupporters of the fhield, behind whom ap* 
pear on either fide a lion ere6t, bearing in 
his paws a finall banner, oq which is drawii 
a fingle^irr de lis. Although it is in parts 
much defaced, yet from the ftyle of the 
writing, we obvioufly conclude that it 
muft have been executed in the reign above 
mentioned. 



This piece of antiquity is about two feet 
and a quarter high, by one and a quarter 
wide. In the annexed wood cut is a faith- 
ful reprefentation of this relic, which wc 
conceive w^l worth preferving, particularly 

as 
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as the original is at prefent in a ftate of 



By the date 1771, on the turret, the period 
may be afcertained when this hall was re- 
paired, though the Gothic ftone entrance to 
the cellars beneath, bears evident teftimony 
of the remote period of its firft foundation. 
We ftiall now advert to the antiquity of this 
hall agreably to the ancient records, which 
relate to its original grant. 

Clifford's 
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ClifFord*s Inn was formerly in the pof- 
fefiion of the noble family of the Barons 
Clifford, from whom the Earls of Cum- 
berland were defcended, and being their 
habitation when in London, thence de- 
rived the name of Clifford's Inn. 

Robert de Clifford was the firfl: of the 
family that inherited it by grant from king 
Edward the II. the twenty-fourth of Fe- 
bruary in the third year of that monarch's 
reign : It was to be held by the fervice of 
me penye^ which was to be paid into the ex- 
chequer at Michaelmas : by this grant, it 
appears that prior to that period it had 
been the houfe of Malculine de Harley, 
Efcheator to King Edward the I. on this 
fide the river Trent, and came into that 
king's hands for certain debts due to him 
from the faid Malculine. After the death 
of Robert de Clifford, Ifabella his widow 
demifed it in the eighteenth of Edward the 
Third to the ftudents of the law, (appren- 
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ticiis de banco are the words of the record) 
for the yearly rent of ten pounds, fo that 
lince that period, firft by leafe, and after- 
wards by a grant in fee ferm to Nicholas Sul- 
yard, efq. principal of this houfe, Nicholas 
Guybon, Robert Clinche, and odier the then 
ieniors thereof, in coiiiideration of fix hun- 
dred pounds and the rent of four pounds 
per annum, as we are informed, it has fiiice 
continued a receptacle for gentlemen of the 
law and been ftiled an Inn of Chancery. 



SECT- 
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SECT. VI. 



LION'S INN. 



On 



the fubjeft of Lion's Inn all hifto^ 
rians remain filent. 



In pafling through this thoroughfare; 
we were ftruck with the appearance of the 
halU which externally prefents a degree of 
neatnefs and uniformity. It was eredled 
in 1700, but has no one internal circum- 
ftance but filth to recommend it to our no- 
tice^ fince the ufe of mops and brotms feem 
to have been totally unknown to the di-* 
xei5lx)rs of this Inn. 

When the doors were opened^ we were 
much furprized on a (light view of the 
hall, to find a brood of chickens feeding 

L on 
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on the tables and benches: thefe guefts 
may truly be denominated Cbiciens in the 
Law* 



As an Inn of Chancery we are under 
the necef&ty of giving it a place in this 
work. Though apparently of little confc- 
quence in the prefent day, it is undoubt- 
edly of great antiquity, fince according to 
the fteward^s account, it was an Inn of 
Chancery in the time of Henry V. but 
how long, previous to that period, we are 
not informed. The annexed print will 
if neceflary, prove an apology for its in- 
fertion in this work, as we believe it to 
be the only engraving now extant of this 
edifice, and it muft be confidered as an il- 
luftration to the public buildings of the 
city. 



SECT^ 
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SECT. VIL 

I MIDDLE TEMPLE HALL 



X H I S noble ftrufhirc^ like many of our 
public buildings, without any juft caufe, 
ieems afhamed of (hewing itfelf till you 
come clofe upon it ; and it is owing to a 
iimilar obfcurity of fituation that (b many 
of our archite6hiral defigns appear heavy 
and difproportioned, as it is impofiible foi 
the artift without ipace> (let Iiis powers be 
what they may,) to judge fairly of the gene- 
ral effeft of his work. The edifice before 
us, is however extemally a good Specimen 
of the imode of building of the period at 
which it w;as erefted, and we have only to 
regret the dc6lru6lion of fymetry in its ge- 
neral effeft, by the injudicious additions of 
fome modern bungler. We fhould be forry 
to add the name of Gibbs to fuch alterations 
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as have been here adopted, but they certainly 
are much in his ftile. Our principle objec^ 
tion is to the entrance and building at the 
eaftern end of the north front, Thefe will 
be at once diflinguifhed in the view before 
us, as an heterogenous addition, differing at 
once from every other part of the edifice : 
fuch injudicious appendages (hould be con** 
iidered as a grofs error on the part of the 
architeft, as it muft produce, let the ori^nal 
defign of the building be better or worfe, a 
motly and difgufting appearance. In confor- 
mity to this idea, the entrance (hould cert^n- 
ly have been analogous in chara£ier to the 
other parts of the ftruflure. The coignes 
of the buttreffes and the parapets were 
moft probably added or repaired at the fame 
time. The irregularity of the original 
coignes on the fouth and weft fides of the 
building confirm this opinion. Over the 
gateway on entering the hall are tbe arms 
of the Middle Temple, In the annexed 

view 
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view of the weft end of this hall, the pin- 
nacles will be found to exhibit another bar-i 
barifin of ftyle, nearly as far removed from 
the general chara£ler of this Gothic oma* 
ment» a« the north entrance upon which 
we have juft remarked. The fouth front not 
having undergone the leaft alteration or re-^ 
pair, is in confequence the moft uniformly 
correfl. The contraft of the modern flight 
of fteps by which we are led into garden- 
court, forms no unpleafing part in the gene- 
ral view; to judge properly of this landfcape 
it ihould be furveyed from the adjoining gar- 
den, where the Gothic arches receiving luf« 
tre from the painted windows, happily break, 
through the fpaces between the trees in the 
front of the edifice, and every obje£t com- 
bines to produce a fiiblime and piflurefque 
cfFeft, 



On entering this magnificent hall, the 
eye of the curious is naturally attracted and 
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receives every gratification from an afiem- 
blage of the beift difpofed parts in the Gothic 
ftyle of building, that could have been fe- 
le£ied^ and which are preferved with a de- 
gree of care and attention highly credit- 
able to the members of this honorable fo- 
ciety. The length of this noble room in- 
cluding the pafTage is about one hundred 
feet, the width about forty. The height of 
the roof which is of oak highly wrought, 
is well proportioned to the general dimen- 
fions of the building and leaves the eye of 
the critical obferver perfectly fatisfied. The 
roof confifts of eight principal rafters pro* 
jefting from the fide walls to fupport it, 
they reach the fummit by three different 
curves, are richly carved and moulded, and 
have at the extremity of each curve a bold 
pendant ornament. 

There are alfo Gothic ribs fpfinging from 
each of the principle rafters, that give a 

richnefs 
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richness to the whole of the deiign. The 
Ipacious windows riiing between each raf- 
ter, are decorated with coats of arms> in 
ftained glafs, of the various noblemen and 
gentlemen who have been members of this 
honorable fociety. The rebuilding of this 
elegant ftru£hire was begun in the year 
1562, when the celebrated Plowden was 
conftituted treafurer for this work : it was 
finifhed in 1572, four years after he quitted 
that office, but he voluntarily confented to 
fuperintend it till it was compleated. At 
the weft end of this elegant hall is a fpacious 
Gothic window decorated in the fame ftyle 
with thofe preceding, beneath which are ie- 
vera! whole length portraits in oil, as large as 
life, viz. in the center, Charles I. on horfe- 
back, with his page holding his helmet^ 
Charles IL and queen Ann on his right, and 
William III. and George I. on his left. 

The portrait of Charles I. is undoubt- 
edly 
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cdly a copy after Van Dyke, which 1 &ad 
been informed, and that with an air of au^ 
thority, was a performance of Sir Peter Lely, 
but on looking clofe into the pifhire, the 
touch and manner have nothing of that de-^ 
gant and free ftyle of penciling for which that 
great artift was fo juftly admired. — I ihould 
rather fuppofe it to have come from the 
hand of old Stone, who copied him fr&^ 
quently, yet never could attain the manner 
of his admired original, but always adopted 
a fombre and heavy tint by which his pic- 
tures may be eafily diflinguilhed. His con^^ 
panions the kings and queens who furround 
him have nothing but their robes of royat 
velvet to recommend them« 



Over the pafTage-entrancei is a band^ 
fome fpace allotted for the purpofes of 
a mufic gallery, the ufe of which has 
long been difcontinued : this gallery is 
equal in width to the hall, and about 

nine 



SIR PETER LEIY. 






reiiu DiMDncu vaojeat. out wDn aiHOTouig idc uipcrior lavaoiag* 
o be derived from ^matU, he made hi* inclinatipn vidd lo hi* intc. 
e*l,utdin t ibontimcnirpMiedcYerTaHiipcikair. Hehadearlj'fcit 
-in iDcKiuboB to Gniih hi* iiudin in laiji but builnc** croudid on 
hiro to fut, thftt be could ocver find l^iutei and he couiriTed to (upply 
thil deficwncr, b; coUeAing ill the best unwingi, prtnti, and painl- 
ingi, of the iDdiu) *chaoI. It wu by ihu* becoming coDvenuit wiih. 
*be work* of the grcateit miiten, thit 4* foroMd hi* own tdiniimUe *tile. 
jtt hi* cnreft draught, ind btaulif ul, colouring ; and, particuUrl]r, in. 
titeeracEfulainef hit head*, ibepleitinETai'mTof hii atiiludei, and 
...-?, ... ^,.:-j :„. 1^ exctlled ir ' 



HcdrewBportnutof Charleil. whilelhitunfomiaatemoniich waa 
a pritoner at Hampton Court ) and Charlei 1(. not only made him hit 
|aincipal painter, but conferred on him the honour of knighlbood. He 
wai, indeedt'a great favourite with Chailp II. and wai much reipefled 
hy ibe fi[*t chanAen in the kingdom. Such, in thorl, wai the extent 
•f hit profeaiionat engageoicnK, that one of bit domeilicki wai em- 
ployed to write the name* of Ibe nobility who had taken houn for 
aittingj and, when any tailed punAually to attend, they were placed 
at the bottem of the litt, wiihoui the imal^ii regard to rank or lea. 

Sir Peter Lely liTed in prodigioui iplendor. He had a numemui re- 
tintie ) kept an open tabtci and had a band of muiick at hi* mealt. He 
married a molt hfaatiful Engliih lady ) and^having purchased an eitati; 
>t Kew, FreijDenllT retired (hither dunng the latter part of hii life. He 
died in i$tot UMwat buried at St. ^lul'*, Coveni Garden. 

It ii mnaiiud, that Sir Peter, in hit face*, pretcrvei a langiiiitwng 
air, and a draw*y iweetneti peculiar (ohimtetl: hut, whatever mar M 
objefted) hi* v|ork* art every where held in hiEh eiiinution, Ti» 
laitdicapet, in hi* piftutei, are diitetent from all othen, and mu^ 
better than moit maitert could produce : he wa* alio a good hiiiorical. 
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nine feet deep; it is decorated with va- 
rious pieces of armour, confifting of breaft- 
plates, helmets, &c. which, though evident- 
ly not more ancient than the time of 
Charles 11. ignorance and a love for the 
marvellous has, in the opinion of many, 
carried them back to the time of the 
Knights Templars, whom, they infifted, 
wore thefe identical pieces. In the feven- 
teenth of Elizabeth, the fcreen beneath 
this gallery was erefted. It is very richly 
carved in oak, with no regularity of order 
or ftyle, but is in a kind of mongrel Go- 
thic. It is fupported by fix Doric fluted 
pillars, an order very much in ufe at that 
period." 

Beneath the windows on each fide of 
the hall, are ranged in fmall compartments 
in oak, the arms and names of the various 
readers, from Richard Swaine, in 1 597, to 
the prefent period -, they are ftill annually 

M elefted. 
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elefledy and the place is preferved, but the 
lectures have long fince been difcontinued. 
Of the nature and duties attendant on the 
office of reader, we have treated at length in 
our deicription of the Temple ; and it may 
perhaps not prove unentertaining to add 
fomething farther on thofe cuftoms, as they 
were obferved in this fociety. 

The readers are annually chofen by the 
Bench at their parliament-meeting on Friday 
before the feaft of All Saints ; and the par- 
ties fo chofen are generally the two ancient 
cup-board men* They are the next day 
called to the bench-table, where they 
thenceforward take their commons, and 
beftow upon the reft of the benchers a cer- 
tain portion of wine for their firft wel- 
come. Thofe who are put by their read- 
ings, are removed to the ancients table, 
where they alfo give a garnifh of wine for 
their welcome; and they are thenceforth 

freed 
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freed from all mootes and exercifes in the 
houfe, and likewife from the ceremony of 
walking the old meafures^ about the hall^ at 
the times accuftomed. 



It may not be unentertsuning to advert 
to the regulations in drefs, that took place 
in this fociety, in the rdgn of Philip anci 

Mary. 

In the fourth year of that reign it was 
ordei'edy that none of this ibciety (hould 
thenceforth wear any great bryches in their 
hofes, made after the Dutch, Spaniih, or 
Almon fafhion ; or lawnde upon their capps, 
or cut doublets, upon pain of three (hillings 
and fourpence forfeiture for the firft default, 
and the fecond time to be expelled the houfe. 
And in the 26th Elizabeth, the following 
orders for apparel were made. 

I That no great ruff fhould be worn. 

Ma 2 Nor 
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2 Nor any white color in doublets or 
hofen. 



3 Nor any facing of velvet in gownes, 
but by fuch as were of the bench. 

4 That no gentleman fhouldvwalk in 
the ftreets in their cloaks^ but in gownes. 

5 That no hat, or long, or curled hayr 
be worn. 

6 Nor any gowncs, but fuch as were of 
a fad color. 



^' In Charles I. reign, many regulations 
were made for the good goveinment of the 
fociety of the Middle Temple, viz. that no 
.foreigner or other, not of the focieties, Ihall 
be permitted to lodge there, that no com- 
mon attorney or foliciter be admitted, no 
utter barrifter publicly to praftice at any 

bar 
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bar at Weflminfter, till he have been three 
years at the bar ; and that none be admit- 
ted to the bar/imder eight years continu- 
ance, and who have kept exercifes in the 
houie, and at the Inns of Chancery, accord- 
ing to the orders of the houfe." 

There are no lands nor revenues be- 
longing to this houfe, to induce or encou- 
rage the ftudent to ftudy by means of a 
ftipend or falary ; which, fays an old wri- 
ter quaintly on the fubje£l:, " is the occa- 
'^ fion that many a good wit, for lack of 
*^ exhibition, is compelled to give over and 
*^ forfake ftudy, before he have any perfyte 
knowledge in the law, and to fall to prac- 
tifing, and become a typler in the law/' 
From the following remark of the fame au- 
thor, we may fairly prefume, that at the 
time of which he fpeaks, the Inns of Court 
were by no means calculated for the ftudy 
of the law. The ftudents, he obferves, 

" have 
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^^ have for the moft part their fhidies and 
". places of learning, fo fet that they are 
" much troubled with the noife of walk- 
ing, and communication of them that be 
no learners ; and in term time, they are 
fo unquieted by clyents, and fervants of 
clyents that refort to fuch as are attor- 
neys and praftiiing, that the ftudents 
may as quietly ftudy in the open ftreets 
•* as in their ftudies. They likewife ccan- 
^' plain that they have no place to walk in, 
*^ and talk and confer on their learnings, 
" but in the church9 which place all the 

* • • 

term times, hath in it no more quietnefs 
than the pcrvy fe . ( purlieus ) of Pawles, 

by occaiion of the confluence of fuch as 

^* are fuiters in the law." 
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A Treasurer is yearly chofen by the 
elders of the houfe, who admit into the fcl- 
lowfhip fuch as they may think proper, to^ 

gather 



( 95 ) 

gather the yearly penfions and rents, and to 
pay all fums due from the fociety, &c. &c. 

The ancient cuftom of receiving fuch 
judges and feijeants at law as have belonged 
to this fociety, is fomewhat curious and 
merits a place in this work. 



" On the feaft day of AH Saints, after the 
two readers are chofen, as aforefaid, the 
judges and feijeants are waited upon at their 
chambers by two ancient barrifters of the 
fociety to invite them to their feafts. 



''The judges and feijeants attend, and be- 
fore they take their places, two ancient titter 
barrifters are appointed to wait on them, 
with bafons and ewers of fweet water for the 
wafhing of their hands, and two other like 
ancient barrifters with towels. The readers 
are bound to give their attendance to meet 
the judges, &c« at the lower end of the hall, 

and 
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and to conduft them upwards. One of 
them, the ancient, bearing a white ftafF in 
his hand, the other a white rod, ufhering in 
the meat and following the mufic. At thefe 
folemn feafts, the meat is brought to the 
table by the young gentlemen under the 
bar ; one of the new readers receiving every 
difh from the gentleman who carried it, and 
placing it with due care on the table, while 
the other waits on the judges ; and during 
the feaft they both with folemn curtefies, 
welcome both the judges and feijeants. 
Dinner being ended, they wait on them, 
ufhering them either into the garden or 
fome other retiring place, until the hall be 
cleanfed and prepared s and then they are 
again ufhered into the hall, and placed in 
their rooms one after another. This being 
done the ancient of the two that hath the 
flafF in his hand, ftands at the upper end 
of the bar-table ; and the other with the 
white rod placeth himfelf at the cupboard 

in 
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m the middle of the hall, oppofite to the 
judges, where the mufic being begun, be 
ealleth twice the mafter of the revels ; and 
at the fecond call, the ancient, with his 
white ftaiF advanceth forward, and begins 
to lead the meafures ; followed firft by the 
barrifters, and then the gentlemen under 
the bar, all according to their feveral anti- 
quities; and when one meafure is ended, 
the reader at the cupboard calls for ano- 
ther, and fo in order. All thofe who are in 
commons under the degree of bencher, are 
not to abfent themfelves from thefe folemn 
revels, imder the forfeit of three (hillings 
and fourpence ; and thofe of the bar who 
are fhewn to carry up wafers on grand 
days to the judges, and refufe, forfeit ten 
(hillings ; and the barrifters that refufe to 
carry up bread and beer to the mafter of 
the bench, fix and eightpence. 



cc 



Wh^n the laft meafure is dancing, the 
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reader it the cupboard calls to one of the 
gentlemen of the bar^ as he is walking or 
dancing with the reft, to give die judge a 
fong, who forthwith begins the firfl: line 
of any pfalm as he thinks fitteft ; after 
which all the reft of the company follow 
and fing with him. Whilft they are thus 
walking and finging, the reader with the 
white rod departs from the cupboard, and 
makes his choice of a competent number 

of utter-barrifters, and as many under the 
bar, whom he takes into the buttery j where 
there is delivered unto every barrifter a 
towel with wafers in it, and unto every 
gentleman under the bar, a wooden bowl 
filled with ipocras, with which they march 
in order into the hall, the reader with his 
white rod going foremoft. And when they 
come near to the half pace, oppofite to 
the judges, the company divide themfelves ; 
the one half ftanding on one fide of the 
reader, the other on the other fide; and 

then 
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then after a low folemn congee made, tlie 
gentlemen of the bar firft carry the wafers^ 
the reft with the new reader ftanding in 
their places. At their return they all make 
another folemn low congee ; and then the 
gentlemen under the bar, carry their bowls 
of ipocras to the judges, and returning, 
vhen the judges have drank, they make 
the folemn congee, and fo all depart, faving 
the new readers ele£t, who wait upon the 
judges until their departure; and then ufher 
them down the hall unto the court-gate, 
where they take their leave of them. Thefe 
grand feafts given to the judges and fer<« 
jeants, are held twice in the year, viz. on 
All Saints and Candlemas Days. The ex* 
pence of them is fupported by the gen- 
tlemen of the houfe in their commons; 
no one to be exempt, if he be within the 
city, though not in commons j for in fuch 
cafe he is called vifus in villa^ and (hall 
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pay half that week's commons wherein the 
feaft-day happens^ though he take none/* 

Besides thefe folemn revels, or mca- 
fures aforefaid, they had wont to be en- 
tertained with poft-revels, performed by 
the beft fort of the young gentlemen of 
the fociety, at the beginning and end of 
the Chriftmas holidays. They confiiled of 
galliards, corrantees, and other dances ; or 
elfe with ftage-plays. Thefe poft-revels 
have long been difufed, both at this and 
other Inns of Court. 



We cannot quit this venerable and mag-, 
nificent ftrufture, without expreffing the 
fatisfaftion we receive on its happy efcape 
from the conflagration of fire, that took 
place and devaftated its whole vicinity in 
the reign of Charles II, 



The 
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THE LIBRARY. 

This building was creeled, as appears 
from the date over the door of the ftair* 
cafe, in the year 1625. It contains a fmall 
pumber of ancient books: they were the 
bequeft of Sir Robert Afhley, in the year 
1 641. The pifhire which hangs at the end 
of the room poffeffes fome merit; and was 
by the late Sir William Mufgrave fuppofed 
to be the portrait of Sir Robert Afhley : it 
^s now much neglcfted. The library contains 
two globes, curious on account of their an- 
tiquity, being made in the reign of Elizabeth* 
To the lawyer of deep refearch, thefe vo- 
lumes may perhaps afford much gratifica- 
tion i but the cafual obferver cannot fail to 
remark, from their extreme dirtinefs, that 
they have been little perufed in the prefent 
sra. 
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SECT. VIII* 



NEW INN. 



rp 

X HIS houfe was fontierly a common 

Hofierjt or hme for 'Travaikrst and was 
known by the fign of the BlefTed Virgin^ 
and called Our Lady's Inn. 

Stowe noentions, in vol. iK p. 113^ 
that the ftudcnts of Strand Inn fettled 
thcmfclves — or as Pennant more quaintly 
expreffes it, " Neftled themfelvcs in New 
" Inn, when Strand Inn was pulled down 
" in the reign of Edward VI. for the re- 
** building Somerfet palace." 

New Inn was procured fiom Sir John 

Fineux, 
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Fincux, knight, fometime lord chief jus- 
tice of the King's-Bench, at the rent of fix 
pounds per annum. This Inn is fmall ; but 
the garden being neatly preferved, ajid its 
jun£^ion with that of Clement's Inn, gives 
it an appearance of greater confequence 
than it could otherwife challenge. The hall 
is modem, and tolerably well proportioned 
for its fize; which, although finall, is appa* 
rently too large for the fociety s as, within 
thefe few years, two commodious rooms 
have been added for more domeftic and fo* 
cial purpofes: the bow-windows of thefe 
apartments, proje£^ing into the garden, 
give them a cool and pleafant appearance. 
This Inn forms a great thoroughfare into 
Clare-Market and its vicinity. 

The moft remarkable circumftance rela- 
tive to this Inn, and that which redounds 
to its honor, is the having had the credit of 
8ir Thomas More, as a ftudent, in the reign 

ef 
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of Henry the Vllth. before he entered as a 
fellow of Lincoln's Inn^ 

In the foregoing fe£tions we have ad- 
verted to the ceremony of mootyng, a cuf- 
torn long fince in difufe except in this Inn ; 
where about a year and a half fince, we are 
informed, a mootyng took place, to the no 
fmall diverfion of the paflers by ; who, from 
the gefticulation of the head, and tremulous 
motion of the impailioned gentlemen then 
mootyng, began to conje£lure that fome 
dangerous malady had feized on the mem<- 
bers of the Inn^ particularly the ancients. 



\ 
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SECT. IX. 



LINCOLN'S INN GATE, 6ff. 



• • • 



X H I S venerable ftruclure forms the 
grand entrance to Lincoln's Inn from Chan- 
cery Lane; or, as it was originally called, 
Chancellour's Lane, from the office of the 

V » 

rolls being fituatcd there. . This gateway 
confifts of two ; wings, or fquare towers, 
with a handfome ftone arch in the centre, 
in the Gothic ftyle. The building is of 
black or dark grey bricks, interfefting each 
other nearly at fight angles. 

r .Over, -the gateway are three circular 
compartments]^ containing.in the centre th? 
•arms of "England, encircled with the garter, 
its motto : ** Hmifoit qui maly fenft^ 

O 2 The 
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The arms, on the dexter fide, are thofe of 
Lacy, earl of Lincoln; and, on the finifter, 
thofe of Sir Thomas Lovell, knight of the 
garter. On a label beneath. In Arabic cha- 
racters, is infcribed Anno Dom. 1518. 

The annexed wood-cut will give a ^th- 
ful reprefentation of the arms above men- 
tioned. 



Over this entrance Oliver Cromwell is 

reported to have had chambers. By the 

regifler of the Inn, this gateway appears to 

have been begun feveral years before the 

above 
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above date ; for it is there recorded that> 
" the hall was finifhed in the twenty-*fe- 
cond Henry VII. and in the following year 
'^ they began to make bricks, and to con- 
" traft with mafons for the ftone work of 
** another fabric, viz. the great gate-houie 
**" tower, unto which Sir Thomas Lovell, 
" formerly a member of this fociety, but 
" then treafurer of the houiehold to king 
^* Henry VII. was a good benefa£lor. The 
timber for this purpofe was brought by 
water from Henley upon Thames.*' In the 
twenty-fourth Henry VII. they finifhed the 
library, ^^ as may appear by the charge in 
^' feeling of it, but the work of the gate 
** tower went flowly enough onj for till 
*^ the ninth of Henry VIII. ( the date of the 
infcription above ) when Sir Thomas Lo- 
vell gave more money to forward it, no 
" jmore mention is made of it." This 
bounty appears to have excited emulation 
in the reft of the fociety to finifli this un« 

dertaking ; 
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dertaking 5 for two years afterwards, in 1 5^20, 
all then in commons were taxed; and farther 
order made for the fpeedy payment of mo- 
neys, befides forty pounds^ the (iim allowed 
out of the public treafury of the houfe for 
perfcfting this ftru6hire ; which was com- 
pleted in the twelfth Henry VIII. three 
years after the date of the infcription, the 
whole charge amounting to 153 A los. SJ. 

It appears the materials ufed for making 
the brick and tile in this building, were 
dug out of a piece of ground called the 
Coneygarth, lying on the weft fide of the 
Inn ; and that William Sultard then princi- 
ple expenditor by his accounts, paid fixteen 
pounds feven (hillings and five pence^ for 
forty three cart loads of free ftone 5 together 
with the wrought work of the chimnies, 
and carving the arms over the gate-way. 

In the fourth Elizabeth, new directions 

were 
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were given for making three thoufand more 
bricks from the fame fpot ; and Mr. Newdi- 
gate a member of the fociety was appointed 
furveyor thereof; and ten ihiiliilgs was al- 
lowed to the panyerman in refpeft of his 
lofs of the herbage of that place by reafon 
of this brickmaking. Thefe bricks, it ap- 
pears, were made for the purpofe of building 
a wall along the garden front towards Chan- 
cery Lane, which before was formed of clay. 
In the 34th of this reign, an order was pafTed 
in council for paving Chancery Lane with 
ftone ; the expence of which, as far as con- 
cerned this houfe and garden, amounted to 
forty-fix pounds. 

On entering the grand arch, the venera- 
ble buildings of the hall and chapel can- 
not fail to ftrike the attention of the anti- 
quary 5 although it muft be confefied they 
are both deficient in thofe elegancies and 

enrich- 



(nddiments, that conllitute the grajideur 
of our moft admired Gothic ftrudlures. 



The ehapel is from a defign of Inigo 
Jones : it appears from the regifter of the 
Inn> that on the 2 2d of June, in the eighth 
of James, it was ordered that the old cha- 
pel, being then in a ruinous ftate and not 
large enough for the fociety, ihould be 
pulled down, and that a new one ihould 
be ereded in the court where it ftood« 
the adjacent chsmibers northward were all 
built about the fame period. Notwith-^ 
(landing this order, it does not appear that 
any thing further was done towards re- 
building the hall till 1 5th of James ; when 
Mr. Spencer, Mr. Waltham, Mr. Selwyn, 
Mr. Brooke, Mr. Pyne, Mr. Wandafordi 
-and Mr. Sanderfon, or any two of th^n» 
were, by an order of their council, appoint^ 
ed to confider of materials for this chapeK 

and 
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and the model thereof was recommended 
to Inigo Jones, the king's furveyor-general, 
who having made a draft of it, eftimated 
the charge of the fame at 2000/. 

Towards defraying this expence, twenty- 
two of the benchers fubfcribed 186/. 131. 4^. 
and the year following, to complete the fum, 
it was agreed and ordered, that each of the 
mafters of the bench and affociates, fliould 
pay twenty pounds 5 every perfon at the bar 
of feven years (landing twenty nobles ; and 
each of the bar under that time five pounds ; 
and each gentleman of the houfe under the 
bar forty fliillings. Further voluntary con- 
tributions being made to the fums, the 
building went on, was finifhed within the 
fpace of five years, and was confccrated on 
Afcenfion Day, 1623, by George Mountain, 
biftiop of London. 

Dr. John Donne, dean of St. Paul's 

P preached 
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preached the fermon on this text : " Fafta 
** funt autem encaenia Hierofolomis & 
*' hyems erat Sc ambulabat Jefus in Templa 
" in portico falomonis." Jol^n, chap. v. 
and X. 

This chapel has recently undergone a 
thorough repair, under the conduct of one 
of our moft ikilful and juftly efteemed ar- 
chitefts; but whether from refpedl to its 
ancient deiign, or in conformity to the in- 
ftruftion he may have received from his 
employer, we are forry to add, that he has 
left it defe6live in point of ornament. The 
parapat wall is ponderous in the extreme ; 
and the neceffity for raifing the ground 
above the bafe of this buildings has, by 
lowering the height of the cloyfter, deftroy- 
ed, in ^ great meafure, the efFeft of the moft 
beautiful part of it. Thefe cloyfters are re^ 
gularly divided, and confift of fix Gothic 
grQined arches, which, though rather a flat 

curve. 
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curve, appear elegant ; they are highly en- 
riched with Gothic ribs, clofely interfefting 
each other ; and at thefe interfeftions are 
embellifhed with rofes, fhields, and various 
cluftered decorations. The fpace between 
the bands which fpring from the piers, is 
enriched with Gothic tracortey which adds 
much to the general efFeft. We by no 
means approve of the modern introduftion 
of the Tufcan pillar to fupport thefe groin- 
ed arches ; but we commend the additional 
iron railing to inclofe this ftrufture, which 
gives fecurity and prefervation to this moft 
ftriking part of it. Within this cloyfter 
was interred Thurleo, fecretary of ftate to 
Oliver Cromwell ; on a flat ftone is this In- 
fcription : 
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Here lyes die Body 

of John Thurlco 

Efqr. Secretary of State 

to the Protcftor Oliver 

Cromwell & A Member 

of the Honble. Society. He 

Dyed Feby. 27th. 1667 

Here alfo lyeth the Body 

of Francis Brace, Efqr. 

a member of this Society. 

He was the Son of Francis 

Brace late of the Town of 

Bedford by Ann one of the 

Daughters and Coheirs 

of the faid John Thurleo 

He dyed on the 6th. Day 

of April 1724 in the 34th 

Year of his age. 

On the firft view, the infide of this cha- 
pel appears to want length, and to be lia- 
ble to the fame obje£lion which prevails 
againfl the exterior. In fome inftances 
fimplicity conftitutes elegance ; but in Go- 
thic produ6tions we are totally of a differ- 
ent opinion. I ihould conceive the fombre 
gloom, produced by the windows, which 

arc 
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are of ftained glafs, muft, even to the 
warmeft admirers of monaftic inftitutionSj 
appear unpleafant ; in fome of thefe hifto- 
rical decorations there is undoubtedly much 

m 

merit; they coniift of faints and apoftles^ 
many of them in appropriate and becom- 
ing attitudes; but we do not think either 
the drawing or chara£ler generally well 
managed. 

Beneath thefe figures, and in the grand 
eaft window, are various coats of arms, 
well executed in modem ftained glafs; and 
among them we obferved thofe of the earls 
of Southampton, Pembroke, Bridgwater, 
Carlifle, Le De Spencer, Abergavenny, 6cc. 
Sec. and of the various treafurers and mem^ 
bers of this honorable fociety. 

On the abfurd introduction of thofe un- 
natural beings, compofed of the heads and 
wings of angels, which fupport the ribs of 

the 



( "8 ) 



• «• 



5, we cannot help remarking, that 
however agreeable they may have been to 
the fafhion of early times, we think theA 
highly ofienfive to the tafte of diis more 
enlightened period. 

The pulpit and decorations of this cha-» 
pel, are quite inconfiftent with the ftyle of 
the building ; and exhibit incongruity, too 
often to be met with in modem additions 
to ancient churches. 



Lincoln's Inn Hall was finiihed in 
the twenty-fecond year of the reign of 
Henry VHL; of the outfide we muft obfenre 
that it is in a ftate of decays in other 
refpects it can fcarcely be confidered an 
objefi: worthy of criticifm. The principal 
part of it is cafed with ftone, particularly 
the coigns ; the roof is in a (harp pitch 
and cumbrous in the extreme ; the turrets 
above are of timber and covered with lead ; 

the 
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the fmaller one appears to be coeval ^ath 
^e more ancient parts of the buildiog, an^ 
was» according to the regifler of the Inn^i 
thus defcribed ; as *' the looyer or l^thora 
fet up in the lixth of Edward VI. and 
the charge accounted for carpenter's work 
and timber^ 45^. fmith for the vane^ 8/. 
the gilding thereof, m, plumber'is work, 
7/. l<y. glazier's work, 3U/* The arm* 
921 the lead are thofe of Lacy, earl of Li»^ 
eolii, with Q^incy and the earl of Chefter 1 
the date 1 682, the period wh^ the whole 
underwent a thorough repair. 

From the interior of this hall, which is 
^cious and we)! proportioned* we re* 
ceived a higher gra^ficatuxn than from Ut^ 
exterior. The roof, as it now appears, 
being plaiftered, is certainly of more mo- 
dem datQ than the other p^rts of the build- 
ing ; and we have no doubt but that it was 

prigioaUy conftrudlcd of oak. 

It 
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the avowed profeflTors in that line, I venture 
to pronounce that there are very few in« 
deed, and thofe not till of late years, who 
have, iince Sir James Thomhill, arrived 
at much excellence, in that firft branch of 
the art of hiftorical painting: the caufe 
may be, that the tafte of the country does 
not tend to its encouragement. 

It cannot be faid that national incidents 
have not afforded matter for the pencil of 
the artift ; fince no country has ever exhi-* 
bited more eminent inftanees of patriotic 
magnanimity^ 

This pi£hire, by Mr. Hogarth^ Was 
hung up in 1750 ; and appears to have 
been provided for the hall, by a legacy 
of the late Mr. Wyndham, The fuljeft 
is the apoftle St. Paul before Felix ; about 
which much abufe hath been levelled, and 
much criticifm exerted. The general group- 

ing 
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ing df the figure$ is not ilU nor is that of 
the apoftle ungraceful. The pitiful cri- 
tique^ that his hand was improperly placed 
before Drufilla, the wife of ' Felix, would 
never have entered into tlie head of the 
moQ: rigid caviller, had it not been a mod: 
prevalent opinion, that Hogarth never could 
be ferious on any fubjeft whatever; we 
mufl candidly fay, that though we have 
frequently viewed the pifture, in the full 
recolle6lion of this remark, yet the efFeft 
of it was never forcibly felt, whether the 
artift confidered this criticifin as juft or 
not. One of the greateft faults in the paint* 
ing is the fombre^ or rather black tints i^ 
.the Ihadowy p;u*ts ; a flyle of colouring in- 
confiftent with nature, and never intro^ 
,duced by Hogarth in his fmaller and more 
highly finifhed productions ; it is however 
^certain, that in one c^ die prints from 
jthis pi6hire, he totally expunged the figure 
of Drufilla. 

Qj8 Dr. 
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Dr. Jofeph Warton, in his Eflay on the 
Genius and Writings of Pope, made fome 
ftrange blunders with regard to the print 
publifhed from this pifture i confounding 
the fubjeft with feveral others from the 
pencil of this artift ; at the fame time we 
muft do him the juftice to acknowledge, that 
on being convinced of his error, he with 
much liberality confefTed his miftake; ob- 
fbrving, at the fame time, *' That he had ra« 
^* ther appear a man of candour, than the 
** beft critic that ever lived.^ 



Bbfore we quit the firft court in Lin- 
coln's Inn, we cannot avoid looking round 
and obferving, that the two ancient ftruc-» 
tures on which we have been remarking, are 
moft happily contrafted by the neighbor- 
ing oftagon towers, the pointed gables, and 
more particularly by the ancient gate at its 
entrance, which altogether combine to fiuv 
pifh a very interefting fcene. 

Pa^sinq 
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• Passing the weft fide of the hall, we 
find little in its form to attra£t attention > 
but, as we approach the gardens, the eye is 
happily relieved with an extenfive fpace of 
ground, well laid out and carefully attended 
to ; contributing no lefs to the health of its 
vicinity, than gratifying to the admirer of 
fimple nature. This fcene is rendered 
magnificent by the recently erefted edifice, 
known by the appellation of Stone Build* 
ings ; a handfome ftru£ture, which was de- 
figned by the late Sir Robert Taylor, and is 
faced with Portland ftone. It forms only 
a part of a more ^acious defign^ one 
wing only at the north end being finifhed« 
This wing confifts of fix Corinthian co- 
lumns, with two pilafters at the angles, 
fupporting a regular entablature and pedi** 
ment. 



Tp£ bafement confifts of a ruftic arcade^ 
which is continued along the whole range 

of 
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of buildings, iinlihing at the top with a 
handfome baluftrade. The fix clerks and 
regifter office, run parallel with this build- 
ing, and front Chancery Lsme. The ancient 
brick buildings, contiguous to this i^t, were 
principally erected about the 8th or fth year 
of James I. s and from their great contrail 
in flyle, give (if we may be allowed the ex- 
preffion) a degree of color and chara6ter, 
producing an additional effe6fc on the gran- 
deur of the Roman defign we have juf): been 
comtemplating. 

A ciRcuMSTAiiCE occurTcd on the 23d 
xrf January, 1790, relative to thefe offices, 
worthy of being recorded. They were roofed 
with thin fheets of copper, which, by the 
violence of the wind, in a moft tremendous 
ftorm, were rooted up and carried acrois 
Chancery Lane into Southampton Build- 
ings; happily no perfon received ai>y da- 
:mage. 

By 



By the infcription on the fun-dial oppo^ 
fite the gardens, we are mformed that our 
prefent chancellor of the exchequer was a 
member of this honorable fociety, and its 
treafurer in 1794. 

Tr. 

Rt. Honble 

W. P. 

1794. 

Qiia redit nefcids horam. 

FioM the terrace of the gardensi we are 
prdfented wilii a noble and fpacious view of 
Xincoln's Inn Fields^ one of the lai^ft 
Iquares in Europe. In 161 8^ this fpot was« 
\rf a commiilion from the king, entrufted 
to the lord chanedlor Bacon» the earls of 
^Worcefter, Pembroke, Arundel, &c. In this 
commiffion it was * ftated, that the ground^ 
called Lincoln's Inn Fields, was much plant- 
-tA, round with dwelling houfes and lodgings 

of noblemen and gentlemen of quality ; but, 

at 
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at the fame time, it was deformed by A)t-^ 
tages and mean buildings, encroachments oit 
the fields, andnuifances to the neighborhood* 
The commiffion was therefore to reform 
thole grievances, and to frame and reduce 
thofe fields, called cup-fields andpurfe*fields ; 
both for fweetnefs, conformity, and comli* 
nefs, into fuch walks, partitions, or other 
plots, and in fuch fort, manner, and form, 
both for public health and pleafure, as by 
the faid Inigo Jones is, or (hall be drawn, 
by way of map. Thus authorifed, Inigo 
drew the ground plot, and gave it the exa£t 
dimenfions of one of the pyramids of Egypt. 
Lindfey houfe on the weft fide, and moft 
of the buildings in that row, were defigned 
from the plans of this great artift s and here 
we cannot but regret, that the whole fquare 
was not finilhed by the fame mafterly hand. 
This was moft probably occafioned by a 
jarring of interefts, which too frequently oc- 
curs in this country on fimilar occafions; for 

it 
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It is> x^ eafy softer tp^ unite the public ien- 
ti^e^tfr f<^ 4^?^ oma^nt or conveni- 
^j^ ^her^. private, property is concerned. 



^qi mai^y years after the dea& of li^gp 
Jones^ Ijhis place contajojaed in a ftate of 
negledl and ruin ; at prefent it is certainly 
rei(c\ied from any fuch difgrace^ and pro- 
mts a grand diiplay of national weal^th^ with 
ngt fqiall degree of taSltc in the application of 
It. Be£are Lincoln's Inn Fields was railed 
li^^ they ufed to break hprfes on this ^t; 
s|ad Sir Joieph Jekyll, about the year 1740, 
having been adtive in bringing a bill into 
p9r^ament to raife the price of gin, became 
vfury pbxioxio\is to the poor; and when 
walking oi^e day in the fields^ at the time of 
breaking in t)ie horfes» the populace threw 
h^ down and trampled on him 5 from 
which treatment his life was in great dan- 
ger. I am ixiformed, though I do not re* 
n^emt^r the circumftance. that in one of 

R Ho- 



( 136 ^ 

Hogarth's prints, a low chara£ter is repre^ 
Tented as chalking upon a wall the letters Sir 
J. J. and drawing a gibbet under them 9 in 
allufion, perhaps^ to the averfion of the 
above mentioned baronet to the fovorite 
liquor of the inferior orders of fociety. 

It is much to be regretted, that, as a 
public convenience, there are not regular 
avenues at each corner of this grand fquare ; 
or that the obje6lion to the additional noife 
of carriages and carts, made, as I am in« 
fonned, by its inhabitants, (hould weigh 
againft the advantages to be derived from 
an improvement fo beneficial to the ftreets 
in its vicinity. Quitting the fpacious build- 
ings of this extenlive Inn, we cannot pafs 
what is called the New Square, without 
paying due attention to the handfome and 
commodious buildings which compofe the 
three fides of it ; though we are concerned 
to find one of the fpecimens of falle tafte, 

apper- 
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appertaining to the laft age„ ftUl maintains 
a fituation in its centre : we allude to a Li* 
liputian column, furmounted with a kind 
of extinguiiher, with a clufter of dirty ur- 
chins, totally unemployed at its bafe. Hav- 
ing remarked on the principal buildings 
and obje£ls worthy commendation or cen- 
fure, as they now present themfelves, it may 
reafonably be expected we fhould advert to 
the original foundation of thefe buildings, 
their orders for their government, public 
expences, revels, &c. (^c. 

Lincoln's Inn was originally built by 
Ralph Nevil, biftiop of Chichefter, in the 
reign of Henry HL on a piece of ground 
and a garden which he obtained of that mo- 
narch 5 together with part of the monaftery 
of the Dominicans, or Black Friajca, then 
fituated in Holborn. 



This monaftery was afterwards erefted 
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on the fpot which at prefent retains )€^ 
name. 



On the demife of the hifhop, about thd 
year 13 12^ it wAs occUiiied'by ohe Rtch^d 
de Wihty, commonly 'calkd faint lU^hatd. 
in the beginning of the reign of Edivttrd*^^ 
Henry Lacyi earl of Lincolh^'^came'poQHs- 
ed of theie premifes^ from whofe title it de^ 
rives its prefent appellatioR. Tradition 
fay s, and it has hot been coh1radi€ied on any 
authority, that this eail of Lincoln, beings 
perfon well a|Fe6ted to the laws, firft induced 
the ftudents of that honorable ][)rofeflkm to 
fettle in this fpot. From the rfcgifler of the 
Inn, it appears th^t the fucceeding bifhops 
of Chichefter, in whofe pofTe^on it rraiaih- 
ed, granted leafes to the fhidents in i^elaw 
refcrving to themfelves certain rent. and 
lodgings on their coming to London. In 
the reign of Henry VII. we find a leafc 
granted by Robert Sherbone, bifhop of Chi-? 

(rhefleri 



-, 'to ohe "Willkm ^liird, n :ftu« 
''dent df ihis Inhs {Cfitei^drdis one of the 
uihers of the be^^luunbet to 'Henry 'VIII, 
The leafe was for ninety-nine years, at the 
-ffciit df :flk pdlmd», <hir«ee«i'fiiUUngis, «nd 
f»iirpehce, \^hltfh4«de^ir€ti;in 1634. 



rii% -this leafe was ^^rantcu, RidBfod 
Sampfon, one of the fucceeding bifhtops bf 
that fee, did, by his deed, bearing date July 
28, 1536, pi& -the iitheritance thereof. 
lUid of the garden calkd Cotterell Garden, 
or' Cony-garth, to the faid William' Syliafd, 
arid Ettflace liis tottttetir $ - whidi givnt vrsls 
cohfifthed by thevlean'lua^ diapter of Chi- 
chefter, the ift n^f Auguft next unfiling. 
Euftace furviving his brother, was focceedeid 
by Edward his fon ; who, by deed bearing 
date tile 1 2th of November, in the 2 2d of 
Elizabeth, in confideration of the fum of 
^ve hundred aitd twenty pounds, conveyed 
to llichard Kingfmill, s^nd the reft of the 

then 
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then benchers, this houfe, garden, 6cc. in 
fee ; whereupon a fine was levied by him 
on Sir Edward and his wife. 

On the admiflion of every member tp 
this Inn, the following oath was adminiftei;- 
ed; it appears to be the mod ancient exift- 
ing, and bears date i439> in the i8th of 
Henry VI. 



" For the better promotion of learn- 
'' ing, it was eftabliihed in the third and 
*' fourth of Philip and Mary, that no one 
fhould be admitted into the fellowfliip of 
this houfe, who had not, for the ipace of 
** one year before, belonged to an Inn of 
'' Court." 



€C 



ti 



But it appears that this order was not 
ftriftly attended to; for in the 7th of Eliza- 
beth, they impofed a fine of five marks upon 
every perfon who had been admitted, with- 
out 
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out having been of an Inn of Chancery* 
One exception, about three years afterwards, 
was made to this order, in favor of the utter 
barrifters of Fumival's Inn and Thavie*s Inn. 
As they were the proper houfes of this Inn^ 
as the regifter expreffes, after one year's con- 
tinuance, they fhall be admitted for four 
marks ; and that having mooted thefe two 
vacations at the upper bar, they fhould pay 
for their admiflions only thirteen (hillings 
and fourpence s but that any utter barrifter, 
of any other Inn of Chancery, fhould pay 
twenty fhillings. In the reign of Charles I. 
it was found that fome attomies and com- 
mon folicitors having obtained admittance 
into this fociety, which was efleemed no 
fmall difparagement ; it was in a council, 
held on the 4th of June, in the i ith of that 
reign, ordered, that none fuch fhould in fti- 
ture be admitted 5 and to prevent, as they 
term it, this abufe, they further ordered, 
that if any gentleman fhould, after his ad- 

mittance. 
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ttottaaciy become an attomty^ ^ CQBlmMI 
felkitor, kis adiruManCe flioqM b^ iffi^^foBb 
iFoid. For thr beMes advancement of kasa- 
lAg lA tha* 6di of Edward IV. an ordtr waft 
made^ tkat all the mqnbors of diis fecietyi 
fe icon asc they ihould be catled to llie baiTi 
Of adnitted to the bench^ fliould keep fix 
iwiiok vacations within three years, imnie<# 
diately tofuing fuch their admiffion to th€ 
bench 1 and that they Ihould be perfonaliy 
preftnt at the readings, three in every vaca^ 
tiQii, for the firft week wherein die &m< 
lecture wa^ to begin } and that every mem« 
foer ihould fwear upon the Holy Bvangeliftsi 
to keep the vacations, in all points whatever, 
excepting iicknefs, or fickneft of his or theii* 
fathers, mothers, or wives, or s(ny fuits, 
pleadings of affize, or nijipriw^ relating to 
them, &r. upon pain of twenty (hillings for 
every default in the premifes. 

Great attention was pai4 to the de- 
cency 



•cc 
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tenty of the appapel -ei tbe Mlows of this 
inn, us appears from the Tegiika: of this 
hotife, >In the z^d tif Heitrjr VIII. k was 
ordered in <sotmcil, *' Thsct do gentlaman 
fhould wear any cut ot^hofe, bi^hes, or 
pan^fid doublet, 'Upon pain of putting otft 
•' of the houfe 5 and in the rft of Philip 
** and Mary, fo 'ftrift were they in their 
*' regulations as to drcifs, that one Mr. 
*' Wyde was fined at five groats, for going 
in his ftudy gown to Cheapfide, on a 
Sunday, at ten in the forenoon/' And 
in Hhe ^oth of Elizabeth it was ordered. 
That if any fellow of this houfe wear 
long hair, beards, or great ruffs, he fhould 
•* alfo be put out of commons, and pay 
*' fuch a fine as the mafter of the bench 
*' fhould afTefs. Or fhould any one of this 
** lioufe, wear within its precinft any cloak, 
^ boots, or fpurs, he ihould be fined five 
^ Shillings for the faid offence." In the 
33d^df Henry VHI. flrift orders were made, 

S '' That 
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<* That no fellow (hould wear a beard at 
« hisrepaft, under penalty of paying dou- 
'^ ble commons." And in the ift of Mary> 
the averfion to this excrefcence appears to 
have been carried ftill further s for every 
one ^' Who had a beard at meals was com- 
'^ pelled to pay lad. and if not ihaven 
'* every day, to be put out of cranmons*** 
Elizabeth's averfion was ftill greater -, for in 
the I ith of her reign, it was ordered, ^^ That 
'^ no fellow of this houfe, Ihould wear any 
" beard above a fomight growth, under the 
^^ penalty of three fhillings and fourpence 
^^ for the firft offence, fix and eightpence 
^' for the fecond, to be paid and caft with 
'^ his commons, and for the third offence, 
'' to be baniihed the houfe/' 



But the next year the £dhion of wear- 
ing beards grew very prevalent s for all orders 
touching beards were made void and repeal- 
ed. In the I ft of Elizabeth, it was ordered, 

"That 
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^* That no fellow of this fociety (hould wear 
*^ any (word or buckler^ or caufe any to be 
'* borne after him into the town» nor fhould 
^ any rapiers be worn in this houfe, by any 
" of the fociety.'' In the i8th of James it 
was ordered, ^^ That no precedence of their 
^ ancients, that no bencher being knighted, 
'* or made a mailer of the chancery, &c. 
^* (hould take place within the houfe, but 
*^ in the caufe of antiquity, and not other^ 
•' wife." 



In the 23d of Elizabeth it was ordered, 
that all the fportings, late watchings, and 
exerci&s, before that time ufed annually on 
the hunting night, fhould be difcontinued ; 
and alio, that their going on a certain day 
to Kentiih town, and dining there with 
iports and aiTemblies, as had been the cuf- 
tom, ihould no more be exercifed. 

Notwithstanding theft reitri6tions, 

S 2 this 
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tills Inn has beea femed'fer its ouiaificntc^ 
m public wvds and great ipl»nmti«s- 

Ta« oarlieft qH duvn that is i:^.oid^wa» 
in iihft7iiho£ SdmaidlV. atth»juftstjbkca Md^ 
in Smithfiddj.. h^Jtmxt WydevUe, Icurd SaaJk»» 
and the baftaxd; fbn of the duke of Burgon-r 
dy; whm each Qf the four Inns of Court 
weire^ by a nondate i?ec<eiV6d from the ktagi 
to furnijGb out fow* anntod ment for th^ king's 
guard ; and fcalFold to be fet up to £» thq 
ceremony, and the charges of all to be borne 
by a rate. 

Th£ next folemnity w« read of» was a^ 
the coronation of ^enry YIIL in honor 
of whiqh this Irai fumifhed a hogpQirad of 
claret wine, price twenty ihillings i and laid 
ou;t five pounds in making of fcaffolds at 
Weftminftcr, to ftand on for view of the jufls 
and tiltings which were then exercifed. 



In 
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In the nth of James^a, xm&fd&w^piXT' 
(bated hf tbis fi>ctety before, idu; lantg, ait. 
the. marriage of the lady Elizabe^, 1ms. 
dMighter,. 1» the priauce de^br pa&aJittCi of 
tfait: XLhiae s whidb co A Wfe lefi % fiini thao. 
poethoit&id and diglAj^fiv poua^, di|^ 
tio^ and dcvenpeoce^ 



In ihsi 14th: of the. Oua.^ voigBU at t^ 
omtiMiL of 1^ moft Ulnftrktiw Chaika^ 
prince of Wales» the. benchers, of this Inq; 
agreed upon a taxation of forty ihillings, 
w^ barrifter thirty ihitli&g$» uodtr (even 
year& twenty j&iUuigs^ aod every gnttJemaiK 
thiirteen flulllngs and fourpoice^ tonrards den 
fraying the charge of the performaiice at tho 
))arrlQrs^ in honor of that great fokmnity* 

Ljncoi^H's Inn^ Hkewif^y took the lead 
of the other Inns in the famoiis mafque, 
which was pre&nted to Charles L at Chrift<« 
mas, in the 9th year of his reign. The total 

charge 
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charge of which was defrayed by this Inn, 
and amounted to two thoufand four hun-^ 
dred pounds ; to fupport which, each hen^ 
dier paid fix pounds, an utter barrifter above 
feven years ftanding three pounds, under 
feven years forty fhillings, and every gentle* 
man twenty ihillings. In return for this 
munificence, king Charles I. befides return-* 
ing his thanks, invited one hundred and 
twenty gentlemen of the Inns, to the next 
grand mafque at Whitehall. 

Dancings, and other fimilar amufe- 
ments, were allowed here in very early days^^ 
for the recreation of tlie ftudents, and as 
conducing to the making of gentlemen more 
fit for their ftudies at other times $ and 
in the 7th of James, it appears tlie under 
barrifters were, by decimation, put out of 
commons, as an example, for that the bar 
^refufed to dance on the Candlemas Day 
preceding. 

These 
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These dancings were called revels, and 
were allowed four times in the year, viz. one 
at the feaft of Allhalloun, another at the 
feaft of St. Erkenwal, the third at the feaft 
of the Purification of our Lady, and the 
fourth on Midfummer Day. One perfon was 
yearly ele6ted director of thefe paftimes, who 
was called mafter of the revels. It appears, 
that in the 8th of Elizabeth, the muficians 
who attended thefe revels had their ftipends 
increafed double, from three fhillings and 
fourpence, to fix and eightpence, &c. 

Grand Christm asses were held here, 
as well as in the Middle Temple ; the firft 
of which that we find regiftered, was in the 
'9th of Henry VIII. when it was agreed and 

ordsuned, " That he who Ihould be chofen 

* 

" king on Chriftmas Day, ought to occupy 
** the room if he were then prefent ; and, 
** in his abfence, the marfhall for the time 
[! being, by the advice of the utter bar- 

" rifters 
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•• riftfcfs prefent, to name anctther. And 
^n New Year's Day, the marlhall ihall -fit 
as ^ng, and teach the young gentlemen 
to do fervice; and that the king of 
'cockneys fhould fit on Childermas Day» 
"^^ and have du6 fer^ce ; and thst he and all 
^'^ his officers fhould nfe honeft manners and 
'* good order, without any waftc or deftruc- 
tion making in wne, -brawn, chely, or 
other vitails ; and that the faid king of 
cockneys, ne none of his officers medyl, 
neither in the buttery, nor in the ftuard 
of Chriftmas, his office, upon pain of 
^* forty fhillings for 'every ftfch medling. 
*^ And laftly, that Jack Straw, and all his 
•* adherents, fhould thenceforth be utterly 
" banifhed, and no more to be ufed in this 
houfe ; upon pain to forfeit for every time 
itvt pounds, to be levied on every fellow 
'* haj>penrng to offend againfl this rule.'' '^ 



cc 
cc 
u 
cc 
<c 



cc 



In the fleward's office is the adffliffion 

book. 
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bookie frbnl 1671 to 1673, containing the 
foHowing curious account of a vifit paid to 
Lincoln's Inn, by Charles II. and his court. 
As it tends to difplay the hofpitality of that 
period, I have inferted it at length. What 
adds to the curiofity of this account, is, that 
the king and nobility prefent entered their 
names with their own hands; and, if we may 
judge from the appearance of the writing, 
many of them, and particularly Killigrew, 
the jefter> were a little non cm^s mentis. 

^* A NARRATIVE of the kiugs majefHes 
reception and entertsdnment att Lincolnes 
Inne, the nyne and twentieth day of Febru- 
ary, 1761/' 

^^ Sir Francis Goooericke, knight, 
one of his majefties learned councel att law^ 
and folicitor generall to his royal highnefle 
the duke of Yorke, being reader of this fb- 
ciety of Lincolnes Inn for the Lent reading, 

T in 
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inth^year 1671, having invited the kidg, 
bis royal highnefle, and prince Rupert, and 
diverfe of the nobilitie, to dine iii Lincdnes 
Intne hall, on fuch day of his riding BSt his 
BiajeAie (hould make choice off; his majeftie 
was pleafbd to appoint Thurfiiay, the 29th 
of February, 167 u And accordingly that 
day his majeftie, together with his (aid roy^ 
highnefle^ and his highnefle prince Rupert, 
being al£;> attended by the duke of Ti/km^ 
mouth, the duke of Richmond, the^ tarles 
of Manchefter, Bath, and Anglefea, the lord 
yiicount Halifax, lord bifhop of Ely, lord 
Newport, lord Heniy Howard^, and divers 
others of great qualitie, came to Lincolnes 
Inne ; his majeftie made his entrance: thro' 
the garden, att the great gate opening into 
Chancery Lane, next to Holborne, where 
Mr. Reader, and the reft of the benchers 
and aiSbciajbes, waited his coming, and at^ 
tended his m^ftie up to the tarras walker 
next the fidd, and ibe through th& gardeai 

the 
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the trumpetts and kettle drums, from the 
leads over the higheft bay window, in th« 
middle of the garden buildings founding all 
the while. And from the garden, his ma* 
jeftie went to the new councell chambel' ; 
the barrifters and ftudents, in their gownos^ 
ftanding in a rowe on each fide, between the 
garden and the councell chamber; aftelr a. 
little reft, his majeftie viewed the chappelti 
returning agayne to the councell chamber i 
from thence as foon as his table (beiftg 
placed upon the afcent att tbe upper end of 
the hall, and railed in) was furniihed, his 
majeftie was brought into the hall, where 
his majeftie fate under his canopy of ftate^ 
being ferved by the reader as ferver upon 
his knee, with tlie towell before he did 
eat I his royal highnefTe fitting att the 
end of the table, on his right hand, and 
prince Rupert att the other end. The 
dukes and lords, and other his majefties 
attendants of qualitie, after ibme ftiort 

T 2 tymc 
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tyme of waiting, had leave firom his mzr. 
jeftie to fitt downe to diiinar, att tables 
prepared for them on each fide of the hall. 
The reader, and fome of the benchers, to 
witt. Sir Thomas Beverley, mafter of re- 
quefts to his majeftie. Sir Robert Atkins^ 
knight of the bath, all the time of his 
majefties dining, waiting neere his majeir 
ties chairs; and four other of the benchers, 
Mr. Day, Mr. Pedley, Mr. Stote, and Mr. 
Manby, with white ftafFes, waited as con- 
trolers of the hall, to keep good order ; 
and above fifty of the barrifters and fhi- 
dents, the moft part of them attending as 
waiters, and carrying up his majefties meat, 
which was ferved upon the knee; the reft 
of the barrifters and ftudents waiting upon 
the lords att their table. The three couries, 
wherein were exceeding great plenty and 
variety of diihes, and after them a moft 
liberal banquett, was ferved up by the faid 
barrifters and f^^dents, and delivered by 

them, 
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them, upon their knees, att the kings ta« 
ble ; the mufick, confifting of his majefties 
violins, playing all the tyme of dinnar in 
the gallery, att the lower end of the halL 
Towards the end of dinnar, his majeftie, 
to doe a tranfcendant honour and grace to 
this fbciety, and to expreffe his moft gra- 
cious acceptance of their humble duty and 
affe&ion towards him, was pleafed to de* 
mand the booke of admittanqes to be 
brought to him, and, with his owne hand, 
rntred his royall name therein ; moft gra* 
cioufly condefcending to make, himfelf a 
member thereof; which high and extraor- 
dinary favour was inftantly acknowledged 
by all the members of this fociety, then 
attending on his majeftie, v^th all poffible 
joy, and received with the greateft and moft 
humble expreflions of gratitude ; itt being 
an example not precedented by any former 
king of this realme, his royal highnefle and 
prince Rupert followed this great and 

higheft 
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higheft example; as alfo the dukes and 
other lords, who, before his majefVies life- 
ing from dinnar, borrowed gownes of the 
fhidents and put them on, and, in thoie 
gownes, waited on his msgeftie^ with which 
his majeftie was much delighted ; and his 
majeftie, thro' his owne moft obligeing fa* 
vour, vouchfafed to itt, having made him- 
felfe more neerely and intimately concerned 
for the good of this fbciety, was pleafed 
himfelfe to begin a health to the welfare 
thereof) and to caufe itt to be pledged in 
his owne prefences immediately gave the 
reader leave to drink his majefties health, 
and to begin to his royal highneflfe. Then 
riling from dinnar, he was.agayne attended 
to the new councell chamber, where he 
conferred the honour of knighthood on 
Mr. Nicholas Fedley and Mr. Richard 
Stote, two of the benchers, who had in 
their turns beene readers of this houfe ; as 
alfo upon Mr. James Butler, one of the 

barrifters. 
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barriflers^ and Mr. Francis Darrell^ one o£ 
the ftuden^ts ; that foe every degree and or* 
der of the fociety might have a fignall teffi* 
mony of his msyefties high favour, his ma- 
jeftie, upon his departure, made large ex- 
preffions cS his moft gracious acceptance of 
the enterteynment, and returned his thanks 
to the reader, and was pleafed to fignify 
the great mfycd: and efteem he fhould ever 
have for the fociety/' 



*^ The gentlemen of the horfe guards, 
yeomen of the guard, and other inferior 
attendants, were bountifully enterteyned 
att the cofts and charges alfo of the reader. 
The gentlemen of the horfe guards dined 
m tltt old councell chamber; the yeomen 
ef the guards in Mr. Day's chamber ; and 

the mea and lacquies in the gar* 

dener's houfe, to all their contentment/' 

^ On Saturday following, Mr. Reader, 

Sir 
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Sir Robert Atkins, Sir Nicholas Fbdkfi 
and Sir Richard Stote, benchers and readers 
of Lincohi's Inn, waited on his majeftie att 
Whitehall -, being conduced to his majef^ 
ties prefence, by the earle of Bath, and 
gave mod humble thanks for that high and 
tranfcendant honour, he had beene pleafed 
to vouchfafe to this fociety^ which was 
gracioufly received by his majeftie, and 
did the iaid benchers the honour to kifle 
his hand/' 



In 1658, we find a bequeft made by Mn 
Henry Golfer, of Lincoln's Inn, who, by 
his will, devifed 205. monthly, for ever, for 
a fermon to be preached in Lincoln's Inn 
chapel, ^^ By fome fuffering^ yet ibund and 
'^ learned divines" together with the refi- 
due of 20/. annually, for certain charitable 
purpofes. This will was declared valid, by 
Mr. Glynn and Sir Matthew Hale; being 

written 
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wrifteii all in the teftator's own hand, 
though without (ubfcribing witnefles. 

Am0 in I754t Chriftopher Tancred, Efq. 
died, and bequeathed a certain fum for the 
tdueatioli ef twelve young men ; four in 
divinity^ four in phyfic, at Cambridge; 
and four in the ftudy of the common law, 
at Lincoln's Inn; where an annual Latin 
oration is made in the hall, in commemo- 
ration of the feveral donations and chari-* 
ties founded by the faid will. 

i« Henry the Eighth's time, a ftudent 
was expelled, for " Taking away the light 
** before the image of St. John, in the hall, 
*' and hanging, inftead thereof, a horfe's 
" head, in defpite of the faint." 

In the third of Charles L a letter was 
written, from the high commiffion, to the 
matters of the bench ; inclofing a procefs 

U againfl 
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aj^ainft Mr. William Pryim> a ftudent of 
Lincoln's Inn^ for publiihing a libeL 

The benchers on this waited on the 
bifhop of London^ with thanks for the 
refpe£t ihown to this fbciety, and leaving 
it to their wifdom to a£t as they may- 
think fit 



Mr 4 Prynn was, by a long and fevere 
order, loth of Charles, fetting forth his 
cenfure in the ftar chamber, for writing 
" Hiftrio Maftrix," expelled; but, by an 
order of the houfe of commons, 20th of 
May, 1 64 1, he was reftored to his antiquity 
and chamber in Lincoln's Inn, nem. con. 
and the above order of loth of Charles 
appears expunged. 



In 1707, William Martin^ Efq. by liis 
will, bequeathed 2000/. to the fociety oi 
Lincoln's Inn. 

To 
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To contraft the contra6ted notions of 
former times» with the candor of the pre- 
ient, we need only advert to an ancient 
order, now obiblete, refcinded, and difire- 
garded, viz. " That in the 1 6th of Henry 
" VI. no Irifhmen were to be admitted into 
** the focietyr and, in the 2d of Philip 
and Mary, a chamber, called the Dove 
Houfe, was appropriated for them, which 
was alfo called the Irifliman's Chamber. 



In 1768, a leflure, in the form of fer« 
mons, was founded by the bifhop of Glou* 
cefter * (late preacher to this fociety) for 
proving the truth of the Chriftian religion, 
from the completion of the prophecies in 
the Old and New Teftament, which relate 
to the Chriftian church, eipecially the apof^ 
tacy of papal Rome. And the bifhop re- 
quefted that the Rev. Mr. Hurd (the 

♦ Waiburton. 
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preacher of the fociety) and all fuc<:eeding 

« 

Ifi^hirers, may have leav^ to preach tbft 
fame annually, on the firft Sunday after 
Michaelmas Term, and the firft Sunday 
before and after Hilary Term. It was or* 
dered, that Mr. Yorke would be pleafcd to 
fignify to the bifhop, the juft fenfe enter- 
tained by the mafters of the bench, of hi^ 
lordfhip's attention and regard to this fo^ 
ciety on this occafion. 



COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

Adjoining the fteward's office, is thirty 
feet long) and fifteen broad, contains many 
old prints, neatly framed, of the lord 
chancellors. It is a well formed room, on 
the ground- floor overlooking the garden. 

The 
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The chapel was lately repaired at the 
charge of 7000/. under the dire6tion of Mr« 

Wyatt. 
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THE LIBRARY. 

t 

This ancient and honorable fociety have 
fele£ted> for their valuable and extenfive 
library, an elegant fuite of apartments; 
fonfifting of four rooms on the ground-* 
floor. No. 2, Stone Buildings, three of 
which command a pleafant view of the 
gardens* 

V 

In this coUef^ion (which includes up« 
wards of 8000 volumes) are many rare and 
valuable books, in the moll perfeft condi- 
tion. The excellent order in which they 
are ranged, and the extreme neamefs that 

nrevails throughout the apartments, reflefts 

great 
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gitet honor on tkofe who have the fuper* 
inteiidance of them i and we cannot omit 
exprefling our obligation to the gentleman, 
through whofe politenefs we are indebted 
for every degree of information we re* 
quired. 

There are two portraits in the principal 
apartment $ that over the chimney-piece, to 
the left of the entrance, is well painted, and 
reprefents Sir Richard Rainsfbrd, lord chief 
juftice in the reign of Charles L ; the other, 
which hangs between the windows, is a 
portrait of Sir John Franklin, mafter in 
ordinary of the court of chancery, who, 
by the infcription, appears to have died in 
1707. There are, ^fides, fame fine Italian 
drawings, and copies in miniature, of the 
celebrated Venus, by Titian, and other 
Italian maflers. 

Th £ fecond chamber contains fome very 

good 
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good pi£tures s among which^ that of the 
Virgin and Child appears, in point of de- 
fign, to poflefs no iinail degree of merit* 
Between the windows is a very fingular 
three-quarter portndt, reprefenting a hand* 
fome woman loofely attired, holding in her 
hand a bleeding heart, pierced through 
ivith a dart; in the back-ground are two 
finall figures, reprefenting Mars and Venus ; 
applicable, no doubt, to the fubjeft of the 
pi£lure, which feems very ancient, and is 
extremely dirty; unfortunately the name of 
the lady is not known. 

The drawings, in this apartment, are 
by the fame Italian mafters, as thofe we 
before noticed. In this room there are 
alfo two large globes, apparently of Eli- 
zabeth's time; they are fo much defaced, 
as to be perfectly ufelefs in the prefent 
day. 

There 
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i 

Thbue is alfo a three-quarter portndt} 
in the third chamber, of the famous jadgt 
Hales, who bequeathed to this kociorabltf 
ibciety all his valuable manufcripts % and, 
in the fourth apartment, hangs a good 
pi^ure of the late lord Mansfield, chief 
juftice of the King^s Bench i and five old 
pi6hires, on the fubje6t of Chrift at ^niaus* 
In an alcove, at the further ^id of this 
room, ftands a beautiful marble buft ol 
the great Cicero, There are alfo ieveral 
pt£lures, of who(e merit nothing can hi 
afcertainedy as they are totally obfirured 
with dirt. 

Mk. John Nethcrvele, a fetlow o^ Lin-* 
coin's Inn, by his will, 20th of Henry VIL 
ieft forty marks to the ibciety, for eredting 
or founding a library 1 the c^haplain of 
the fociety, for the time beiiig. to fay 
mafTes for the reft of his foul, every Fri* 
day, for ever. 
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In 17489 an order was made for a cata-> 
logue of the manufcripts of the library to 
be made out s and the keys of the chefts> 
&c. which contain them, to be delivered 
to the mafter of the library, and not to be 
opened but by his licence, or his deputy, 
being a bencher. 
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from a plan of Inigo, and never before en- 
graved : the elevation, it muft certainly be 
admitted, is more in his ftyle, than in that 
of any other artift refident in our country 
at that period. But our tafte and opinions 
fhould not, as is too often the cafe, be 
formed on the bare authority of a name ; 
nor fhould we. make that the only teft on 
which true excellence is to ; be eftabliihed ; 
we (hould rather analife the thing itfelf, 
and weigh diftin£tly its merits and defers : 
by this mode of. conduct we are enabled to 
form a fsur and candid decilion. 



The grand front, it muft be confefled, is 
in fuch a ftate of decay, as to leave us no 
power of judging of general effed^ ; it is 
in no point in an upright pofition, and 
confequently much disjointed; and feems 
every where to be tottering over the heads 
of its inhabitants, and to threaten a general 
diiTolutlon. 

Thk 
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The whole facade is in a mongrel ftylc of 
architecture, made up of Italian patchwork^ 
finall windows, intervening pilafters, and 
iad unmeaning grotefque figures, with a 
iinall pediment, fcarcely diftinguiihable as 
fuch in the centre, and a ponderous re- 
clining roof; weighty enough in itfelf, one 
would have imagined, to have funk the edi- 
fice a centuiy ago. There is one prominent 
fault in this building, which we too fre- 
quently -find attendant on the works of 
Inigo ; that is the improper introduction of 
fillets, and uncouth ornaments on the fur- 
face of his pillars and pilafters ; we have 
here only the former ; but in Lincoln's Jnn 
Fields, Great Queen Street, &c. we find the 
latter too often difgracing the pillar, which 
by the greateft mafters has been left free 
and unincumbered. 



Entering the firft court of this Inn, 
the appearance of neglect and decay is ftill 

more 



1 
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more vifible, than in the grand Irontwe 
have juft noticed* Hei'e the outfide of the 
hall appears in the very a6l of tiuBbling» 
and is really unfafe for thofe who pafs near 
it; a circumftanoe highly cenfurabk, and 
that reflefks a total want of humanity in 
thofe mapftrates, who are deputed to infpeft 
the ruinous ftate of old buildings. This 
hall is about forty feet long, and twenty- 
£mtr feet vndc ; at the upper end are two 
largse bow windows^ which form a Idnd of 
crofi I they are decorated with fome ancient 
arms in ftained glafs. The ceiln^ is in a 
Gothic curve, and is formed by large ribs in 
the (ame ftyle ; at the upper end is a large 
pifhire very ill painted, repre&nting the 
judgment of Paris, and two half lengths, in 
dly of judges, by no better pencil than the 
former : the one reprefents lord Raymond, 
chief juftice of the King's Bench 5 the other 
lord chief baron Pengelly, of die exchequer. 

Whatever 
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Whatever haiid Inigo may haveh^d 
in the front of this edifice, we think it is 
impoflible that he could have planned the 
hall. 



I HAVs thought proper to give a iloetdi 
T>f die back front of this building, in order 
that the reader may judge of the ftyle 
and manner of the defign ; and fhould it 
faereafter be afcertained to have been from 
^ plan of Inigo, we fhali be the better 
enabled to appreciate its merits, when it is 
levelled with the ground; which, I am clearly 
of opinion, is a circmnftance ^atmuft (peed- 
ily occur. We ihall have the^ fatisfa6tion 
of knowing there is one view of it remain*- 
ing, . and we believe the only one that ever 
has been taken. 



Bbhind this Inn, is A confiderable ex^ 
tent of ganien ground ; but, ' from ap» 
peanmces, there is every reafon to believe, 

that 
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that neither the tafte of Brown, nor a Rep- 
ton, has ever been employed in its culti^ 
vation. 



The inheritance of this Inn came to 
Thomas Nevill, younger brother to Ralp, 
carl of Weffanoreland, in the reign of Henry 
IV. by Joan, daughter of William, lord Fur- 
nival; and then to John Talbot, earl of 
Shrewfbury, in whofe line it continued till 
the I ft of Edward VI. when he fold it to 
Edward Griffin, Efq. then folicitor-general 
to the king, and others, for the u(e of the 
fociety of Lincoln's Inn, for one hundred 
and twenty pounds. Since that period, the 
principal and fellows of Fumival*s Inn, have 
paid to the fociety of Lincoln's Inn, the 
rent of three pounds, fix (hillings, and three 
pence, annually for the fame; and, by fpecial 
orders, this Inn retains the following privi- 
lege, viz. " loth of Elizabeth, that the utter 
^ barrifters of a year's continuance, and fo 

" certified 
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*• certified and allowed by the benchers of 
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perhaps not generally known> we (hall 
conclude this fe6tion« 



Beneath this Inn, there is an ale or 
cyder cellar, which, we underftand, has of 
late years been famed for feditious meet- 
ings; it was formerly kept by one John 
Grey, who, after many years induftry, 
realifed a fum of money, fufficient to pur* 
chafe in Yorkftiire, his native country, an 
eftate of 3 or 400/. per annimi. Having 
refided upon it a certain time, he grew 
weary of retirement; and panting for his 
former aftive fituation, abfolutely returned 
to London, and made a propofal to pur- 
chafe his old cellar ; this being refiifed, he 
propofed becoming a waiter^ was accepted 
as fuch, and lived there feveral years, re- 
ceiving a falary till he died. 



THAVIE'S 
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THAVIE'S INN. 



T 
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HAVIE'S Inn, called Davy's Inn, 
'* was, in the fourth of Edward VI. pur- 
*^ chafed for the ufe of the fellowfhip of 
^^ Lincoln's Inn, for threefcore and fifteen 
pounds, aiid poflefCon taken for the faid 
u|e. The fociety of Thavie's Inn had 
grants, by leafe, until 1768. In 1769, 
after being advertifed to be fold, it was 
purchafed by Mr. Middleton, of Lin- 
** coin's Inn, for 4100/.** 

It was fituated near St. Andrew's church, 
Holbom ; and, on the fite where it flood, 
is now erected a neat and commodious 
range of buildings. This Inn was of great 
antiquity, and had fludents of the law re* 
fident there, as faf back as Edward III. It 
took its name from John Tavie, or Davy, who 

Y z diredted 
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dire£led that, after the deceafe of his wifb 
Alice, his eftates, and the bofpicium in quQ 
apprentice ad legem babitare folebant^ fhould 
be fold, in order to maintain a chap^ 
lain, who was to pray for his foul and 
that of his fpouie. In procefs of time, 
thefe premifes came to Gregory NeckoUs^ 
citizen and mercer of London; who, by 
his deed bearing date January 4, fourth of 
Edward VI. granted it to the then benchers 
of Lincoln's Inn, for the ufe of the Ihir 
dents at law^ as above mentioned. And it 
ivas afterwards demifed by them to the prinr 
cipal and fellows of this Inn, for the rent 
of 3/. 6s. 8^. per annum. It has fmce had 
privileges, fimilar to thofe enjoyed by the 
fociety of Fumival's Inn. 



SECT, 
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SECT, XI. 



GRAY'S INr{. 



Ti 



HIS ancient feminary of the law, ftadds 
pa the north fide of Holborn. Its build-* 
ings are very refpectable, and. cover many 
^cres of ground. It derives its name from 
the lord Grays, of WiltoQ, whofe bahita* 
tion it anciently was. 

The entrances to this Inn, although 
neither fpacious nor magnificent, are more 
commodious than thofe of our other Inns 
of Court, On entering the Holbom gate* 
way, the firft court prefents itfelf, which 
is compofed of old buildings, without any 
regularity or beauty; nor has the hall any 
Other claim to attention than its antiquity. 

The 
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The opening a gateway, adjoining to the 
hall, fome few years back, to communicate 
with Gray's Inn Square, was certainly a 
great improvement; nor has the general 
repair, it has recently undergone, been lefs 
ornamental. The annexed view is taken 
from the fouth-weft comer, that being 
judged the beft point, from which the only 
public buildings in this Inn could be ieen 
to advantage. 

The hall, from its cumbrous roof, con- 
trafbed windows, and general maflivenefs 
of defign, prefents, in every part, a very 
heavy and gloomy appearance; nor have 
wp reafon to change our opinion, on the 
interior furvey of this ancient and neglefi:-^ 
ed apartment. The roof is of oak, and is 
divided into fix bays or compartments, by 
feven arched and moulded Gothic ribs, or 
principals. The fpandles, or fpaces, are 

divided 
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divided by upright timbers, with a horl 
zontal cornice in the centre. 



At the extremity of the projecting 
fpandles, is a carved pendant ornament, in 
fome degree partaking of the nature of an 
entablature. The caft and weft windows, 
like thofe Qn the fide, are too low for their 
width. Some fpecimens of coats of arms, 
are ftill remaining in thefe windows. The 
fcreen of this hall is fupported by fix pil« 
lars, of the Tufcan order, with Cariatides 
fupporting the cornice, agreeable to the 
manner and flyle of ornament which prevail* 
ed at that time. On the whole, this build- 
ing has little, either of the Gothic or any 

« 

other character, to attract our notice. The 
roof, however, has a folemn grandeur about 
it, which, in fome degree, refcues the 
whole of the building from obfcurity. It 
was erected in the reign of Philip and 
Mary; and every fellow of the houfe, 

having 
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having chambers herein, was afleffed t<H 
wards the expence of it. 

By the account of the treafurer (Sir 
Gilbeit Gerard, knight) it appears to have 
been finifhed on the loth of November, in 
the fecond of Elizabeth i the whole charge 
amounting to 863/. los. %d. The chapel, 
as it appears in the annexed idew, has, 
witliin a few years, been newly cafed with 
ftone; and, except the Gothic windows, 
completely modemifed. 

Thi: infide is on a very narrow fcale, 
and can boaft of no embellifhment. The 
altar confifts of four Doric columns, and 
its entablature is furcharged with puerile 
ornaments ; it is furmounted with a fcroU 
pediment, in the centre of which are the 
moft reiplendent radie, iffuing from a dove, 
that I ever witneffed. 



This 
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Titn chapel wa» drigin^ly e^«l Port- 
al Ch^I ; and Oray^s Inn Lane was an« 
ciently ftylcd Portpool Lanei 

■ It appears, froia the vtgitbtr of this Inn,' 
that at the diiToltition of the monafteries, 
the prior and tonvent of St;. BarthokHnew, 
no longer able to pay the yearly penfion of 
7/. 13^ 4/ for the ialary of the ch^ain, 
the king, during his pteafure, ordered the 
fom of 61. i^s. 4/ to be paid yearly for that 
purpolbi by the hands of the treafurer of 
the cotirt of angmentation^ 

In the iixth of Ed^vard VI. in purfinnce 
of the ad: of reformation, there was an or- 
dor made, ^ That certain titenfils in this 
chapel fhould be Ibid for the behoof of 
this fociety, viz. one vcftment, with a 
^ croft of red vdver, a holy water flock of 
" bnUs^ two candlefticks, a little bell of 
%^' brais, a vefiment of fiUc fpe£t with gold, 

Z '' and 
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^^ and. a pdr of organs.** But in the. firft * 
of Mary, we find all again reftored, a new 
altar fet up> and ornaments for the fame. 

In the reign of Henry VIII. " There 
was a certain window in this chapel, 
wherein the image of St. Thomas a 
Becket was ghricujly painted \ which win- 
dov| Edward Hall, one of the readers oi 

'' this houie at that time, was ordered to 
take out, in confideration of the king^s 
command, in the 3 ift of his reign, that 

^^ all the images of Thomas a Becket, 

*' fbmetime archbifhop of Canterbuiy, 

^ fliould be. obliterated.'* 

The prefent ftate of this Inn, in point 
of convenience as to chambers and lodg- 
ings, ajppears to be very fuperior to what it 
was in former times, when the. ancients of 
the houie were neceflitated to lodge double \ 
for, at a pennon held here, ,9th of July^ 

twenty- 



<c 
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twcnty-firft of Henry VIII. John Hales, 

then one of the barons of the exchequer, 

produced a letter, directed to him from Sir 
, • ' • • ' 

Thomas Neville; which was to requeft him 

• • • ♦ 

to aciqiiaint the fbciety, that he would ac-- 

cept of Mr. attomey^general (viz. Sir Chrif^ 

topher Hales) to be his bed-fellow in his 

. _ • « . . 

chamber here; and that entry might be 
made thereof in the book of their rules« 



' We have before oblerved/ that this houfe 
derived its name from the lord Grays, of 

Wilton; but at what period it became a 

» . • • 

receptacle for ftudents in the law, does not 
ieeih to be afcertained. In die dghth of 
Edward II. it is certain that John, the fon 
of Regirial de Gray, refided here ; and that 
he granted certain lands, &r. lying m Kentiih 
Town, near London, and in the parifh of 
St Andrew's, Holbora, without the bar or 
tl)^ Old Temple, unto the prior and con- 
Jrbit of St. Bartholomew, in Smithfield; to 

Z 2 find 



find « cluq>|ain «> celebrate divina Sunott 
evqy day in the cbaptl of Por^pool, for 
tfae ibul of the (aid John, «nd the ioiils of 
his ancefton. The chapel here aUuded to^ 
is that of whid^ we ktivt j«^ bfCn pcfatft 
ing, 

Thx inheritsui^ of theie premifes c<m^ 
tinued in the family of the laid De Gnye^ 
till the latter end of Henry VII. } when* by 
indenture of baig^andfidt) bcanogdtte, 
^athof Aaga&f twentyrfirftof Hciiry VH, 
it was pafled by Gdmipid lord Gray, of 
Wilton, untp Hugh Gennii^ $fq. and hi« 
heirs, &e. by the na^ie of the pianor of 
fortpool afordfaid, otl^erwiie called Gray'l 
Inn, four mefiiiagesit ^^^ gardens, the file 
pf a windmill,, eight acr^ of li|iid« tm 
(hillings of free rent^ and the tdrnwibn of 
the chantry of P^trtpool afoi^^ud* 

i^^ovT eight years after this baigai^ 

and 
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s(nd fide was made to Hugh Dennis, as t£onm 
fittd, the prior and monks of Shene (near 
Richmond) in Surry, got a licence from 
the king, to purchafe lands in Mortmain^ 
to the amount of jooA per annum ; and, 
in purfuance thereof, did obtain from Henry 
VIII. his licence to Thomas Pigot and 
others, that they might grant the laid 
manor of Portpool, 2cc« tec unto the fiud 
prior and convent of Shene $ which manor 
of PortpooU othermft called Gray's Inn, 
with the appurtenances, 6ec. being, by the 
$ud prior and monks accordingly pofflbfled, 
was deviftd by diem to the ftudents of the 
law, for die rent of 61. 13X. 4^/. per annum^ 
as appears by the Reward's accounts of this 
houfe } and fo it was hdd tiU the general 
diflbl«tion cf monaikrics. 

The thirdetfa of Henry VIIL a grant was 
foon after made to diem, in fee farm, by 
die king ; and it appears, by the treafurer's 

accounts^ 
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accounts, that on the i8th of November, 
the thirty-fecond of his reign, that he re- 
ceived the iaid rent for one year, bdng 
6A 13'. 4i/.s and that that fum has been 
regidarly paid ever fince. 

Wb find' it aicertained, in the reign of 
Henry VII: that the fhidents of the law re« 
fided inGray's Inn ; yet it has been afierted 
by many perfons of re^pe^bility (and 
among' others by Dugdale, in his Origines 
Judiciales) that* the members of that pro- 
fei&on had leafed a refidence here, fibm the 
lord Grays, as early as the reign of Ed- 
ward 11. 



The gardens of this Inn are fpacious 
and commodious; and the public, from the 
free ufe of them, have derived great plea- 
fure and advantages. The firft mention we 
find made of thefe gardens, is in the for* 
tietli of Elizabedis when Mr. Bacon (afp 

terwards 
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terwards Sir Francis Bacon lord Verulam) 
allowed the fum of 7/. 1 5^. 4^. for planting 
elm trees therein ; and that a new rail and 
quick-fet hedges fhould be fet upon the up- 
per long walk, at the difcretion of the fame 
Mr. Bacon and Mr. Wilbraham; which 
amounted to 60A 6s. Sd. as appears by Mr» 
Bacon's account. 



On this terrace, Mr. Bacon likewiie 
ere£bed a fummer-houfe, on a finall mount; 
but, as the views of Highgate and Hamp- 
ftead are no longer vifible from this (pot, 
the fociety have very judicioufly taken down 
the proipe6t-houfe. 



SECT, 
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SECT. XII. 



STAPLE INN. 



JL HIS is aa Inn of Chancery belonging 
to Gray's Inn: it is fituated between 
Southampton Buildings and Holbom, and 
through which is the grand thoroughfare. 

It derives its name> as we have it by 
tradition, from the merchants who dealt in 
wool, having had their meetings here, 
when it was called Staple HalL The hall, 
though not large, is well proportioned, 
and appears to have been built in the reign 
of Elizabeth. The roof is fupported by 
five principal beams, framed with Gothic 
ribs of oak, and enriched with grotefque 
ornaments ; and the ends of the pofts are 

A a carved 
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carved and moulded with drops, in the 
fame ftyle. 

On the lower fhort beams of the Ipand-* 
rills of the roof, are placed upright orna- 
ments of a grotefque and zig-zag character; 
differing from any even of the moft un^ 
meaning decorations of the moft taftelefs 
period. 

A MODERN plaifter ceiling and cornice, 
appear to have been added on the under 
fide of the rafters ; which, it may be pre- 
fumed, were originally of oak, and open 
to the view. The windows are decorated 
with ftained glafs, containing the royal 
arms, thofc of fomc of the judges of the 
King's Bench, the principals of the Inn, 
and others of eminence in the profeffion. 
The earlieft date I noticed, was about 
J 500. 



At 
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At the upper end of the hall is the 

» 

woolfack, the arms of the Inn. Beneath 
it are the portraits of queen Ann^ lord 
Macclesfield, and lord Camden. 

At the lower end of the hall is another 
portrait, of Charles II. But the fociety 
have fo placed him behind the clock, that 
ihej either appear afhamed to (how the 
merry monarch, or conceive that he ought 
to be afhamed to fhow himfelf. This pic- 
ture is placed in what is called the mufic 
gallery ; where no found is, I believe, ever 
heard, but the clicking of an enormous 
large clock. 

The literary ftock of this fociety, which 
may be comprifed in a very narrow com- 
pafs, is here likewife depofited. At this 
end of the hall is a tolerable good pifhire, 
of the late lord chancellor Cowper. 

A a 2 Th£ 
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The twelve Ca&fars, placed on brackets 
round the hall, are good ca(ts, and the 
characters well preferved j they were pre- 
fented to the fociety by one of the ancients^ 
who travelled with them from Italy; and 
may be confidered as ornaments, though 
heavy ones. 

This Inn confifts of two fmall courts, 
in one of which is a garden, kept in very 
good order. The view prefixed to this 
fe£l:ion, will, I flatter myfelf, convey a 
faithful idea of the only objects worthy 
noike in thefe buildings. 

» 

History affords but a flender account 
of this inftitution. It is £iid to have given 
place to ftudents in the law, and to have 
been an Inn of Chancery, as ^arly as the 
reign of Henry V. as appears by an an- 
cient manufcript book of that reign. 

The 
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Thb firfi: grant of this inheritance to 
the ancients of Gray's Inn, was from John 
Knighton, and Alice, his wife, by inden- 
ture of bargain and fale, dated loth of 
November, twentieth of Henry VIII. On 
the 4th of June, twentieth of James, Sir 
Francis Bacon, knight, then lord Verulam 
and vifcount St. Albans, did enfeofFe Sir 
Edward Mofely, knight, attorney of the 
dutchy of Lancafter, Sir Henry Yelverton, 
and divers others, the ancients of Gray's 
Inn thereof, by the name of all that mef- 
fuage, or Inn of Chancery, commonly 
called Staple Inn; and of one garden ad- 
joining, with all and fingular their ap- 
purtenances in times paft, belonging to 
John Knighton, gentleman, and Alice, his 
wife. 

Staple Inn is under the direftion of 
thirteen ancients, which include a principal 
and penfioner; the firft is ele£ted every 

three 
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three years by two junior members, the 
other holds his office at his own difcrc- 
tion. 



SECT. 
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SECT. XIII. 



BARNARD'S INN. 



O 



F Staple Inn, our account indeed was 
flender ; btit of this we have ftill lefs to 
boaft: yet> as an Inn of Chancery, from 
the nature of our plan, we are obliged to 
communicate all that can be obtained on 

» 

the fubje£t; at the fame time, we requefl: 
the reader to recollefb, that we are not 
bound to build edifices, -but only to deli* 
neate fuch as already exif):. 

The hall is of very finall dimenfions, 
and totally devoid of all architedlural or- 
naments, except three rofes pendant from 
the ceiling, which do not correfpond with 
the plainnefs of the building. The roof 

is 
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}8 fupported by twb horizontal beams, 
ftrengthened by two arched pieces, reach- 
ing from the walls to the centre pointy 
and thence (prings to the angle of the 
roof. 



There are fix windows in the hall, one 
<3f which is blocked up by «i adjoining 
buildmg. Hie c^itre window is ckcwated 
with the aims of chief juftice Holt, md 
(bme ^finall ones of genlkmeti who have 
been meii^)er8 <^ tJhis ibciety. On the 
"blank window are fiifpended focu* fmall 
pannels, witih the arms of four of die 
principalis. 

The fire-place, which is fituated at the 
tipper end o^ the h^l, is ornteiented with 
feveml portraits ; one of Qiarles IL one of 
chief juftice Holt, suid three more of prin- 
cipals of the Inn, whofe names I could not 
obtain^ There is likewife a buft of the 

late 
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late Mr. Pye (one of the principals) and a 
ftrong likenefs of the prefent principal, 
Mr. Mayhew^ 

At the bottom of the hall, over the 
door which is oppolite to the fire-place, are 
the royal arrns^ between two portraits of law- 
yers, Whofe habits denote them to have been 
diftinguifhed characters in that profeflion* 
Under the buft are placed, m a frame, the 
orders of the fociety. The library is not 
of confequence fufiicient to be noticed. 

By the fire in 1780, Barnard's Inn fulV 
tained confiderable injury; and, in conie* 
quence, the Inn fued the city for damages; 
to which they acceded, rather than iuffer 
any enquiry into their boundaries, which 
speared undetermined. 
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SECT^ XIV^ 



SERJEANT^S INN. 



X H E . entrance to this very handfome fa^ 
cade of Serjeant's Inn Hal), ftands on Co 
confined and cohtra£ted a fpace of ground^ 
that it ceafes to be any longer .an object: of 
iadmiration. It is a defign calculated for 
more extenfive purpofcs, than tbofe' to 
which it is applied. The view before us, 
will, we hope, convey to the reader a per- 
fect idea of the building. 

• This Inn is fituated in Chancery Lane, 
out of which there is an entrance into 
Clifford's Inn. 



In the feventeenth of Richard IL wc 

Bhz find 
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find mention is made of this houie, the 
inheritance whereof belongeth to the bi-> 
(hop of Ely s at which time it was calle4 
Tenementum Domim Jobn Sbartt^ and let) 
by the biihop's appointment, to one of 
the fix clerks of the chancery, as appears 
by the bailiff's account to the then bifhop ; 
In 141 1, twelfth of Henry IV. it was 
called Faryndon Inne, and that the fer^ 
^* jeants at law had lodgings here at that 
^^ time/' 

In 1 41 6, fcventh of Henry V. the wholo 
houfe was demifed to the judges and others, 
learned in the law i and there is accounted 
to the bifhop 6/. 13J. 4/ " Pro Faryndon's 
^' Inne in Chanceller's-Lane, dimiiTo Ro^ 
^' gero HortoQ & Willielme Cheney, jufti-. 
^^ crai'iis, & Walte;:o Aikham, apprentifio 
^' legis." 

In the fecon4 of Henry V, after having 

paffed 
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paired through various hands^ it waS) by 
T, Goodrick, then bifhop of Ely, '' De^ 
mifed by a leafe^ bearing date the jyth oi 
December, to Chriftopher FuUietby, lus 
brother«-in-]aw, for eighty-oae years ; 
which leafe coming, by mean affignment, 
^ to Sir Anthony AfHley, knight, and then, 
'* by furroider, to bKhop PdtoQ, that bi* 
^ ihop gianted it to the faid Sir Anthony 
^' for three lives (viz. of Phil* then his wife, 
^* fince married to Carey Rawley, £i^. and 
^' two of his fervants) under whom the 
^' judges and ftijeants do now ho^ it^'' 

Tk£ hftll, to which you afcend by a 
handibme flight of ftepa, is about fizteen 
yards long, by nine broad. In the great 
window, over the principal entrance, are 
iieveral coats of arms, in ftained glafs, of 
gentlemen who have belonged to the Inn. 
The oppoiite ^pnndow, at the further end 
of the hall, which is much darkened by tho 

bmld. 
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buildings behind, is likewife decorated witk 
coats of arms ; among which, in the centre 
divifion, are thofe of England, and of lord 
Guildford, bearing date 1684* Beneath is 
a long Latin infcription, whereby we are 
informed, tliat his lordfhip was keeper of 
the great feal in the reign of Charles 11. 
There is alfo the arms of Robert Higham ; 
and, beneath this window, a good old por- 
trait of him in his robes : he made fevend 
bequefts to this Inn. 

At the further end of the hall, on thfe 
left hand, by an afcent of feven fteps, you 
enter a fmall but neat chapel, in which are 
three large windows s two of them contain 
fix coats of arms, the other fom\ In this 
chapel are feats for the judges. Divine ier- 
vice is only performed on Sundays, in term 
time. The prefent reader to the fociety, is 
the Rev. Mr. Uiff. 



SECT. 
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SECT. XV. 



ROLL'S CHAPEL, 6?f. 



I 
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T appears from Stowe, " That this build- 
ing, now called the Chapel, for the cuf- 
tody oE rolls and records of chancery, 
was originally built by king Henry IIL 
for the ufe of the converted Jews j in 
lieu of a Jew's houfe forfeited to him in 

" the feventeenth of his reign, anno I233* 
In this houfe all Jews and infidels, as 
were converted to the Chriftian faith, 
were ordained and appointed, under an 

^^ honeft rule of life, fufficient maintenance. 
And, in a fhort time, there were gather- 
ed a great number of converts, which 
were baptized, inffru£led in the do6b:ine 

'^ of Chrift, and there lived under certain 

'* learned 



€€ 



€C 
€€ 



( too ^ 

learned perfons, who were appointed to 
govern them." 



By the following letter, which was fent 
to king Edward from this houfe, it appears 
that they were of the Carthufian order, 
and that they received yearly allowance 
from the crown. 

In the fixth year of this reign, viz. anno 
1278, they fent with their letter a friar, 
named John the Convert^ to bring the king's 
charity; which letter was penned in this 
fubmiflive manner, ftiling tliemfelves Osli^ 
colae Chrifti, 1. e. Chrift's heavenly inhabit 
tants, but very poon 



** Illustrissimo & Magnifioo Dno< 
^ Regi Anglise, &c. Pauperes Coelicolsei 
^ Chrifli, & Conventus Dom. Cartuiie ie^ 
^* ipfos ad pedes, &; liquid valet oratio 
•* pecatorum, fublimitati vre' devote* & 

" humil- 
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^^ humilHnie fupplicamus, quatenuf^ nob. 
^^ panperriinis & indignis ienoilis vris' he- 
'^ limofinaxn que fingulis annis de fonte 

pietatis vre' nob. mifericorditer emanate 

& qua per gram' vram' in Altiflhni Ser- 
** vicio fuftentamur fratri Johi. Converfo 
" nro. exhibitori prefentium, perfolvi di- 

ligenter faciat vra» benignitas graciofa. 

Quam Rex regum JheAis vob. & vris. 

in regno coUocet fempitemo : Et optime' 
*' valeat in terra Regia Celfitudo. Dat. 
" Aniio Dom. MCC.Lxx.viii." (In craf- 
tino be. Lucie. 



cc 
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In the year 1279, Edward the Firft 
about 280 JewSy of both fexes, to 
be hanged for clipping ; one half of their 
efFe6bs was diftributed among the preachers 
who firft undertook their converfion^ and 
the other half to the fupport of thefe con- 
verts. This houfe was called Domus Con- 
verforum. 

Cc Since 
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Since which time, in the year 1290, all 
the Jews in England were baniAied out of 
the realms whereby the number of con* 
verts in this place were almoft decayed. 
And, therefore, in the year 1 377, this houfe 
was annexed, by patent, to William Bur- 
ftall, clerk, cuftos rotulonim, or keeper of 
the rolls of the chancery, by Edward III. 
in the fiftieth and laft year of his reign. 
The firft mafter of the rolls was fwom in 
Weftminfter Hall, at the table of marble 
ftone. Since which time, this houfe hath 
been called the Rolls in Chancery Lane. 

The mafters were fele£ted out of the 
church, and often king's chaplains, till the 
year 15345 when Thomas Cromwell, af- 
terwards earl of EiTex, was appointed. 

This office of high rank, follows that 
of the chief juftice of the King's Bench. 
The duty of mafter of the rolls, is merely 

to 
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to aflift the lord chancellor in the bufinefs ' 
of his court ; and to whom appeals may be 
made from the decrees pafled by the for- 
mer. 



In the reign of Richard III. that mo* 
narch made a grant of a tun of wine to 
Thomas Barrow, then mafter of the rolls, 
to be taken in the port of London. This 
appears, according to a ledger of that king, 
to have been his fee. 



In the fifteenth of Edward the Third's 
reign, he annexed, by letters patent, this 
houfe to the o£Bice of cuftos rotulorum. 
And there was an aft, wherein it was faid^ 
** That the chancellor, or keeper of the 
great feal, after the voidance of the faid 
office of keeping the rolls, fhould infti- 
tute, fucceffively, the keeper of tlie rolls 
" in the faid houfe of the converts." After 
which aft of parliament, John de Wat- 

C c 2 tham. 
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th^m, guardian or keeper of the roU3> ob-* 
t^jn^d of Richard JJ. in the fixth of hit 
reig^n, letters patent, whereby the king 
granted to him, and his fucceflbrs, keepera^ 
of the rolls, the houfe of converts. This 
Jphfi of Walth^im w^s afterwards biihop 
of SaUibury, ^and high treafvirer of Englaadt 

NoTWiTHST4LN]>|NG, fays Stowe, 
Siuch of th^ Jews, qt other ififidels^ as 
have, in this realm,, beexi converted tQ 
'* Chriflianity and baptized, have been re- 
*^ Ueyed t^iere." For it is recorded, that 
on? WiWiam Pier§, a Jew, that becajBw % 
Chriftian, v^ras baptized in the fifth of 
^ichaj*d U- ajKMl W tw«f*p«ice per day 
allfpw^ him, during his life^ by th/^ j&id 
king, 

In the reign of Henry IV. there was one 
EUzabeth,, daughter of a rabbi, who was 
entitled the,5ii#iop pf the Jews, that was a 

con- 
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convert; to whom, befides one penny per 
day, paid her by the keepers of this houfir 
of converts, out of a branch of the exche-^ 
quer^ appointed for that purpofe, the king, 
q£ his grace, granted another penny per 
day, for her life, by a patent for that pur- 
pofe. 

Thb preient chapel of the rolls, is re* 
ported to be the work of Inigo Jones. It 
was begun in 1617, and fini(hed at the ex^ 
pence of 2000/. It is finall, and has at<^ 
tached to it a peculiar air of gloom and fo^ 
lemnity. The monument oi John Yonge, 
iLL.D. who was appointed mafter of the 
rolls in 1510, and £ed in 15179 particu-^ 
larly deferves our notice. This figure refts 
on a £ircophagus, and is habited in a long 
red gown, and a deq> fquare cap. It is the 
work of Pietro Torr^ani, a very eminent 
Florentine who was brought into England 
^y fome merchants, and entertained in the 

fervice 
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fcrvice of Henry VIII. ; for whom he exe- 
cuted many works in marble, brafs, &c. 
for which he received liberal prices. 

When lord Orford fays, " He was 
placed) in his own country, in competi- 
tion with Michael Angelo,"' his merits 
are not to be queftioned ; and I think my- 
felf juftified in faying, that the face of Dr. 
Yonge is fo wonderfully executed, I have 
no doubt of its being from a caft after his 
death. The head of our Saviour, and two 
cherubins, are introduced above, with all 
the fuperftitious zeal of the artift ; though, 
to keep on terms with Henry, we are told 
that he renounced his faith. 



From England the artifl: vifited Spain, 
and was employed on many works of ge«* 
nius; among others, in carving an image 
of the Virgin Mary; which, not having 
completed to his wiih, he, in a fit of pai^ 
:* fion. 
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fion, broke to pieces. For the rafhnefs of 
this a6t he was accufed of herefy, was 
thrown into the inquifition, tried, and 
condemned. The execution was however 
refpited; but he became melancholy mad, 
and ftarved himfelf to death, at Seville, in 
1522, in the fiftieth year of his age. 

The prefent refidence of the mafler of 
the rolls, was built at the expence of go- 
vernment. 



SECT. 
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SECT. XVL 



GUILDHALL. 



id O called) from the Saxon giUa fignify^ 
ing a fraternity, is the chief, or corporate 
hall of the lprd-*mayor aiid combionalty of 
the city of London i . and forms, by its 
front, the terminatiotf of King-ftreet^ 
Cheaplide. Of this front, which firft 
meets our view, and is the produ6tion of 
an cxifting artift, it will, we hope, be 
thought neither impertinent nor invidious 
to difapprove. The negle£t indeed of all 
ftyle, and the violation of all juft propor- 
tion, are circumftances, wherever they 
^rife, or by .what name foever they are 
fan£lioned, of too high importailce to thtf 
national chara£ter, to pafs without obfer- 
vation. 

D d Th£ 
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The prefent fabje£t is, in every feature, 
{o unlike whatever has gone before, that 
we are really at a lofs by what teft to ex- 
amine it. Uprights, projecting fcarcely an 
inch before the furface, ufurp the place of 
pillars ; but after what order, of what pei» 
nod^ from what model they are fafhioned^ 
woold puzzle one, in no fmall degree, to 
difcover, Thqr feem (to ufe the language 
applied to certain * other works of modem 
jtrt)*-^ 



«* 1 .11 I i ' m Native's Qntc^ 
** One, bafcy conqiounded, compoimil compofite ! 
** Wkerr alt the orders in confbfion more, 
<i Scrcdk, pl«c'4 bcM, and peddbb abore r' 



. The parts, in fliort, prefent a mere far- 
ra^ of unmeaning ornament : the whole, 
irom the eternity o£ window, Gothic, Ro- 
S^an^ Grecian, or Chinefe, re&mbles, and 



♦ The alteration of the bank, by Soane. 



may 
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way not inaptly be ftykd, a Metropolitaii 
Lanthom. An edifice^ fitted to the dignity 
of the firft city in the world, fliould have 
difplayed thofe chara6):ers of magnitude^ 
ftrengthy and prominence, wMch imparted 
whatever of grandeur belonged to the 
Works of our ancient architefls; and which 
our modern ones are abfurdly fludious to 
conceal; exhibiting, in their ftead, a forry 
infipid uniform flat. The beautiful little 
chapel adjoining, might (if no other to^ 
lerable Q)ecimen of art exifted) have guided 
a judicious artift to the preservation of 
ibmething like confiftency. 

Before we enter the building, let us 
examine, for a few moments, its early 
hiftory. 

About the year 1410, the mayor and 
aldermen, having taken into their confider- 
ation the pbftruftion given to public bufi- 

D d 3 nefs» 
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nefs, from the want of room in their theii 
^' defpicable cottage,** the Guildhall, in 
f Aldermanbury, determined to ereft a 
guildhall more eligible on the prefent fcite $ 
which was foon afterwards put in execu* 
tion, under the aufpices of the mayor (Sir 
Thomas Knowles) and his brethren^ the 
aldermen; towards the expence whereof,, 
the different guilds afforded great aids. 
.We read, indeed, that offences were par- 
doned for fums of money appropriated to 
this undertaking; that extraordinary fees 
were raifed; fines, amerciaments, and other 
means employed, during feven years. It is 
certain that Henry V. by his charter, 
granted " Free paffage for four boats by 
'^ water, and a$ n)any by land, with fcr- 
<< vants to each, to bring lime, rag*ftone, 
" and free-ftone, for the work of Guild- 
^ hall;* 

* Said to have been founded by Edward the Confeflbr. 

And 
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And in the firft year of Henry VL the 
executors of Richard Whittington, the 
memorable 



«« 



Lord Mayor of London town**-^* 



gave to the city 2o/. in one year, and 15/. 
in the next, towards paving the great hall, 

» 

« with ftone of Purbeck." .They alfo 
glazed fever al windows thereof, in which 
the arms of Whittington were painted. 

. The building, thus railed and decorated, 
we may fuppofe, exifted, with little change, 
till the fire of London, 1666 s when, hav«> 

.ing been confiderably damaged, it was af« 

« 

terwards, in 1669, found neceilary to r;« 
builds it is faid, the great halL We think^ 
however, judging from the fum expended, 
2500A that it muft merely have required to 
be r^/^i or repaired. 



On 
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Ok entering the hall, the eye is firft of 
all infulted, by the monftrous union of 
the Gothic and Roman ftyles of building; 
nor is it appealed by the objects which 
next attraft its the Gog and Magog, as 
Strype fuppofes, an ancient Briton and 
6exon, who, removed from their pedeftals^ 
to make way for an infignificant balcony, 
are now kept in conipicuous comers, to 
the entertainment of diiceming aldermen, 
and the terror of their wives and children 
(waiting to witnefs their defcent, whenever 
?* tbeyjball bear the clock ftrike one !*•) In- 
ftead of following the line of the extreme 
windows, the roof is flat and very heavy j 
the fides are handibme, and, in point of de^ 
fign, tolerably pure, till they reach the 
upper tier of modem windows, which have 
as little bufinefs in the hall as the giants. 
At the eaft end, a beautiful Gothic fcreen 
is hidden by the back of the court of hufb- 
ingsj andy at the weft, the lower com- 
partments 



partments of the great mndow are filled 
up, to accommodate alderman Beckford; 
who, in an attitude too confident on fuch 
an occafion to be natural, is addrefling his 
majefiy in a fpeech> which has been faid 
never to have been delivered. Around the 
hall (whilft the old roof, we fuppofe, was 
yet (landing) were formerly placed the 
ftandards, taken from the French by the 
duke of Marlborough, and prefented* to the 
city by queen Ann, in 1707. 

The portraits, on either fide the hall, 
were painted by Wright, and are thofe of 
the eighteen judges ; who, after the fire of 
London, fettled the claims, as between land- 
lord and tenant, to avoid the expence of 
law-fuits, previoufly to the rebuilding of 
the city. They are— 



On 



( tt€ ) 



On the Stnab. 

Sir Heneage Finch. 
Sir Orlando Bridgman< 
Sir Matthew Hale. 
Sir Richard Rainsford. 
Sir Edward Turner. 
Sir Thomas Tyrrell. 
Sir John Archer. 
Sir William Morton. 



On the Weft. 

Sir William Ellisi 
Sir Edward Thurland. 
Sir Timothy Littleton. 



On the Nmb^ 

Sir Robert Atkins« 
Sir Francis North* 






Sir 
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Sir John Archer. 
Sir Thomas Twyfdcn. 
Sir Charles Turner* 
Sir William Wild. 
Sir Hugh Windham. 



In the Lord Mayor^s Court. 

Sir Simon Brown* 
Sir Edward Atkins. 
Sir William Wyndham. 

At the eaft end are the portraits alfo of 
the prefent king and queen, George II. and 
queen Caroline ^ and, on the north and 
ibuth fides, fronting each other, thofe of 
king William and queen Mary. 

At the fame end, and on the north fide, 
is placed a cenotaph, erefled to the memory 
of the great lord Chatham; a work highly 
creditable to its author; like Chatham's 

E e fame. 
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fame, ^' it is a folid fabric, and will fupport 
^' the laurels which adorn it/' The earl, in 
the habit of a Roman fenator, appears, from 
the rock on which he ftands, to look with 
benignity on the figure of the city s who, in 
her turn, regards him with an eye of thank- 
fulnefs ; his right hand is ftretched to Com- 
merce, who is pouring Plenty into the lap 
of Britannia $ his left directs the helm of 
date. 



These figures are accompanied by their 
proper attributes ; upon the plinth is the 
following infcription: 






In grateftil acknowledgment to the 
Supreme Difpofer 6f events, who, intend^ 
^^ ing to advance this nation for fuch time 
as his wifdom feemed good, to a high 
[ pitch of profperity and glory, by unani- 
mity at home, by confidence and reputa-^ 
tion abroad, by alliances, wifely choien 

" and 
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and faithfully obfervcd, by colonies unit^ 
ed and protefted, by decifive viftories by 
** fca and land, by conqueft, made by arms 
and gcnerofity in every quarter of the 
globe, and by commerce, for the firft 
'^ time united with and made to flourifh 
" by war, was pleafed to raiie up, as a pro* 
** per inflrument in this memprable work. 
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WILLIAM PITT. 

'' The mayor, aldermen, and common 
*^ council, mindful of the benefits which 
the city of London received, in her am- 
ple ihare in the general profperity, have 
ere6ted to the memory of this eminent 
^* ftatefman and powerful orator, this mo- 
*^ nument in her Guildhall i that her citi* 
^* zens may never meet for the tranfaclion 
of their affairs, without beiRg reminded, 
that the means by which Providence raifes 
" a nation to greatnefs, are the virtues in- 

E e a « fufcd 
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/* fiifed into great men; and that» to with- 
*^ hold from thefe virtues, dther of the liv- 
** ing or the dead, the tribute of efleem 
** and veneration, is to deny to themfelves 
*' the means of happinefs and honor.*" 






c< 
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This diftinguifhed perfon, for the fcr- 
vice rendered to king George II. and 
king George III. was created 



EARL OF CHATHAM. 



*^ The Britifh nation honored his me- 
^^ mory with a public funeral and public 
^' monument, amongft her illuftrious men 
" in Weftminfter Abbey." 



Within a little diftance of this juft 
tribute to thp earl of Chatham, is the por-* 
trait of his venerable friend and coadjutor, 
earl Cambden; a chara£ler ** fertile in 

" every 
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^^ every great and good qualification ;'' who 
uniformly exerted» in the caufe of truth 
and juftice, the great abilities with which 
he was ^^ entrufted for the benefit of man^ 
kind." 



The monument of Beckford, at the weft 
end, is thus defcribed by Pennant : " At the 
^' bottom of the room, is a marble group of 
good workmanfhip (with London and 
Commerce whimpering like two marred 
children) executed foon after the year 
1770, by Mr. Bacon. The principal 
figure was alfo (in allufion to Gog and 
Magog) a giant in his days, tlie raw- 
head and bloody-bones, to the good folks 
at St. James's; which» while remon** 
*' ftrances were in fafhion, annually 
^^ haunted the court in terrific form: the 
eloquence da(hed in the face of majefty, 
alas! proved in vain; the fpeftre was 
^' there condemned to filence; but his pa« 

" triotifm 
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'^ triotifm may be read by his admiring 

'* fellow-citizens, as long as the melan- 

'^ choly marble can retain the tale of the 

" afirighted times.** 

Of the feafts held in Guildhall, the 
public (if not already fated) may find a 
variety of hiftories -, it is here needful only 
to obferve, that the firft feaft was held in 
the mayoralty of Sir John Shaw, citizen 
and goldfmith, by whofe procurement the 
kitchen was built, about the year 1501; the 
feafts, till then, having been ferved either 
at Merchant Taylor*s, or Grocer's Hall. 

The dimenfions of the hall, according 
to Pennant (who borrows almoft the whole 
of his defcription from Maitland) are one 
hundred and fifty-three feet in length, in 
breadth forty-eight, and in height fifty-five; 
it is iaid to be capable of holding about 
feven thoufand perfons. 

In 
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In the hall itfelf, and its appendages, 
are held the nine courts which follow : 



1. Common Council. 

2. Lord Mayor's. 

3. Huftings. 

4. Orphans. 

5. Sheriffs. 

6. Wardmote. 

7. Hallmote. 

8. Requefts. 

9. Chamberlain's. 

To thefe may be added the Courts of 
King*s-Bench and Common Pleas ; wherein^ 
for the accommodation of the city, the 
caufes arifing within it are now tried. 

In the Court of Common Council, which 
has been recently repaired, and forms a room 
well fuited to the purpofe of debate, are fe- 
veral pi£tures, the gift of Mr. alderman 

Boy- 
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Boydell; to whom» if be is to ht believed, 
not only the arts themfelves, but the artifts 
of this and every other country, are incaUu^ 
laify indebted. So they are ! The fervice he 
has rendered them (and it is true he has 
ierved them equalfy) is pad all prefent cal- 
culation ! Pofterity.may perhaps appreciate 
it. Amongft thefe pictures, we perceive the 
portraits of our brave admirals, Howe, 
Duncan, and Bridport, and of the lords 
Comwallis and Heathfield; the laft by Sir 
Jofliua Reynolds; there are alfo feveral views 
of Gibralter, at different periods of its at- 
tack, and the great work of Copley on the 
fame fubjed. Thefe, with a few others of 
confiderable merit, form the colledion. We 
muft not, however, omit to mention the four 
allegorical compartments of Providoice, In- 
nocence, Wifdom, and Happinefs ; they are 
of the old fchool, but the firft of them, we 
think, the beft. 



Ih 



\ J^ OKU ^MAYOT^ ot J^OHDOTi, 



1791 



i ^^s ) 

In the other courts there is nothing, 
which deferves particular attention. 

On viewing the beautiful little chapel, 
of which we have before ipoken, and which 
adjoins the hall, we cannot but reflect, ^* to 
what bafe ufes'* we may come at laft ! 

It is now, by a ftrange, not to fay, a 
blafphemous perverfion of every thing like 
decency, become a Court of Confcience, 
for the recovery of petty debts ! — So truly 
is exemplified the adage of the poet : 

** Wherever God ereSts a houfe of prayer, 
** The devil is fure to build a chapel there." 

The chapel was founded about the year 
1299, was dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen 
and all faints, and was called ^^ The Lon- 
don College." It was rebuilt in the reign 
of Henry VI. and at that time had a 
cuftos, feven chaplains, three clerks, and 

F £ four 
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four cHoriftcrs* In the reign of Henry 
VlIL it w^s valued at 12/. Ss. and was, 
with the other collegiate and monaftic 
inftitv|tipns» difTolYed by that monarch. 
Kii^g Edw^d VI. granted it to the lord- 
mayor an4 copunonalty, who hold it in 
focage of the manor of Greenwich. After 
the fire of London, it was confiderably 
repaired; and within it, till very lately, 
YT^^kly fervice was regularly performed- 
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SECT. XVIL 



WESTMINSTER HALL. 



JL H E prefixed view of this venerable 
building comprifes the grand' entrance to 
the Hall) the Duchy Court of Lancafter, 
Annuity Pell Ofiice, and part of the Court 
of Exchequer^ &€. 

The ftylc of building here prcferved is 
the true Gothic; or rather, in the more 
modern phrafe, the Saraceiiic. There is a 
prevalient maftivenefs iii its appearance. 
This is to be imputed to a negle£t of the 
buildings, or to an intentional mutilation 
of diofe parts of it, that were their prin-* 
cipat relief and ornament. This fliameful 
negligence, in not preferving the original 

Ffa parts. 
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parts^ is mod: conipicuous in the removal 
of the figures in the front ^ and in the 
concealment of them, by tlie eredtion of 
thoie nuifancesy the coffee-houfes, at the 
entrance. 



The Gothic points of the niches are 
ftill difcemible over part of the exchequer 
cofFee-houfe -, and the whole length figures, 
in the niches beneath, we have great reafbn 
to believe are yet ftanding. In an ancient 
print, which we have feen, of this building, 
publifhed before the coffee-houfes were 
ere£led, the figures all appeared perfeA; 
and in courfe gave great relief to the ge- 
neral elevation. We cannot but fincerely 
regret the fad innovations, that have been 
made along this whole range of buildings, 
by proje6tions of fheds, porter-(hops, and 
other excrefcences of the meaneft character; 
which, being here huddled promifcuoufly 
together, conceal from the public eye every. 

vcftige 
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veftige of antiquity, and deface the beau« 
ties of works that did honor to the age in 
which they were erected, and which fhould 
ever have been confidered, as facred relics 
of the labor and ingenuity of our ancei^ 
tors. The front of the hall is greatly in 
a ftate of decay; but, it is to be hoped, 
will not much longer efcape the attention, 
due to fuch a fpecimen of ancient archi- 
tedture and regal munificence. 

Of the grand Gothic nich, or recefs, 
within the great arch at the entrance of 
the hall, we are concemed to remark, that, 
by a peculiar negligence attending this 
once elegant part of the ftru6hire, the 
beautiful groined head is totally loft i and 
the finall Gothic pillars, as well as thofe 
from which the arch or doorway fprings, 
are in the laft ftate of ruin. 



.» 



On entering this noble ball, imprelled, 

as 
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as the mind of every one muft be at its vaft 
ibagnifieence, we are naturally led to regret 
the neceffity there wa^, a few years fince, 
to raife the floor or patement fix or feven 
feet, by which means the grand fymmetrjr 
of the building is loft; and an eye, but 
Kttle accuftomed to juft proportions, will, 
af the firft glance, (Blccnt the want of 
height. This is reputed to be the krgeft: 
room in Europe, unfupported by pillars. 
The roof is aflerted by fome to be con- 
flirtttcled of Irifh oak, which has a reputa* 
tionr over that of othctf countries, by pof- 
lelfirtg the peculiar property of reiiMng the 
wormv By others^ it is faid to have been 
Built of ehefnut wood. 



The roof is fupportcd by thirteen- Gothic 
libs^, of a' noble dimenfion, fpringing from 
the centre of each pier. It is^ in many 
places adorned with angels, fupporting the 
5trmf of Richard II. and of Edward the 

Con- 
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Confeflbn The done moulding, that runs' 
round the hall, has likewife many devices^ 
alluiive to Richard II. The hart couchant 
undier a tree. Their conftruftion has been 
juftly admired for its fimplicity and ele* 
gance. The whole roof, as well as the 
more ancient parts of the hall, is in the 
higheft ftate of prefervadon. The iky- 
lights and dormer-windows in the roof, 
are evidently modem additions, and rather 
interfere with the general fimplicity of it 
Yet, notwithftanding^ the lights produced 
from them, will afford to the eye of the 
painter a brilliant variety of tints, difFus* 
ing themfelves over this richly ornamented 
roof. 

At the upper end of this hall, fbmd 
the Courts of Chancery and King^s-Bench, 
to which you afcend by an eafy flight of 
fteps. They are modem buildings, ere£l:ed» 
we prefume, not more than fifity or fixty 

years 
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years fince. On this fpot, Stowe tells ns, 
" There was anciently a marble ftone, of 
•* twelve feet in length and three in 
** breadth ; and alfo a marble chair, where 
•* the kings of England formerly fat at 
*' their dinners ; and at other folemn times 
^ the lord chancellor. 



"At this marble ftone, divers matters 
" of confequence ufed to be tranfaftedj" 
and, as we have before mentioned, the firfl: 
mafter of the rolls was fwom in, in the 
fiftieth year of Edward the Third, at the 
table of marble ftone in Weftminfter Hall. 



The courts are ornamented with fix 
whole length figures, finely decorated; 
moft probably the effigies of fome of our 
ancient kings, which formerly made a ter- 
mination to the hall. 



^ 
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^be Court $f Commm PJeas^ 

Oh ^. i|orth fide of the halU^ haS| as 
\BeH» 9fi t&ft Cpwrtp of Chancery, and King V 
Si»ichi l^n of Iftte yfsara rendered much 
ms» |:c9ni|i9d;oD$i and comloitable^ from 
^9 %cMi|ional enclofures m^de to it. On 
^e avthority of Stowe, we ihall quote the 
feUqwxag paflages, to fho^ the origiQ of 
tbsfe cfmm. He fays : 

*^ Ik former times^ both before and finoe 
** the Conq^eft^ the courts and benches 
*^ followed the king wherefoever he went ; 
this cuftom being at length thought 
painful and chargeable to the people, it 
was» ii( the year 1224, the ninth year of 
^s^ry IIL agreed that there fhould be a 
landing (or common place appointed) 
^^ whiere matters fhould be heard and 
f* judged^ which was in the great hall at 

G g " Weft- 
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** We(hninfl:er. In this hall he ordained 
" three judgment feats; to wit, at the en- 
" try on the right hand, the Comnion 
" Pleas, where civil matters are to be 
^ pleaded, efpecially fuch as touch land or 
** contra£h» At the upper end of the 
^^ hall, on the right hand, or fbuth-eaft 
" corner, the King's-Bench, where pleas of 
** the crown have their hearing. And on 
•* the left hand, or fouth-weft comer, fit- 
*' teth the lord chancellor, accompanied 
" with the mafter of the rolls, and with 
" certam other of the eleven men, learned 
•^ for the moft part in the civil law, and 
'* called Mafters of the Chancery, which 
" have the king's fee/* 

And here Stowc fays, it fhould be noted, 
" That the kings of this realm have ufed 
" fomctimes to fit in pcrfon in the King's* 
" Bench ; namely, king Edward IV. in the 
*^ year 1462, in Michaelmas Term,, fat m 

" the^ 
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the King's-Bench three days together, 
^' in the open court, to underftand how 
" his laws were miniftered and executed. 
" Hence the court was called Curia Domini 
Regis. The firft chief-juftice of the 
Kihg's-Bench, was named Robert Le 
Brun; he was appointed by Henry the 
« Third." 



cc 
<c 



The judges of the courts were made 
knights bannerets, and had materials given 
them, for making moft fumptuous habits 
for the occafion. Among others, they had 
for a cloke 120 bellies of minever pur^ 
/. e. the ermine, which they retain to tliis 
day. The judges in ancient times rode to 
court ; at firft on mules ; but, in the reign 
of queen Mary, they changed thofe animals 
for the more docile pad. 

And here we cannot pafs over our Courts 
of Juftice, without expreffing our fmceneft 

G g 2 gra- 
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l^ratitode for the bleffings we polftfs froilt 
their oiiginal conftru£tions Viiiich fecnres 
to the faljeA ^verj valuable privilege, by 
leaving his cafe to an unbiafied jury of 
his countrymen, and the prefeiTation of tfase 
lat^s to uncorrupt and mdependeitt jndgeSt' 

In honor to the Court of King*b«]^iich, 
we cannot avoid mentioning a circum- 
ftanoe, which, tJK>ugh wdl known, is yet 
highly woilhy of rq)etitl(m. It ftiow^ 
a ipirit and refolution, even «t tl&t early 
period, to vindicate the authority df the 
hw, that was unparalleled, and inuft re- 
ileft eternal honbr on ^e ju^, atad on 
the court, in whkh he fat. 

The ftory b amhenticated by H^l, 
Grafton, and the learned ^r Thcmds 
Elyot, a favorite of Henry VIII. in his 
book, called The Govwaeur; they sdl ^ee 
in the circumfliaiice, of the fpkited and 

honeft 
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hcfneft judge Ga&6ig;Qe having coimnitted 
Henry, prince of Wales, afterwaick Henry 
the Fifdhi, to the Ring's^Bench Prifcn, &ft 
infulting, or, as Hollinfhead Ikys^ * ftriking 
him on the bench. We ihall give t^e cbn- 
verfation between the prince and liie judge, 
in the wovAs <i{ our immoiHal bard« whidh 
took plaee fbovt after ihc death of h4s 
fattier. 

*^bmy. Yon are, I think, tibrUIlote 

you'not^ 
<Jbitf^ce. iamaflu!pd,ifI1fti»9a. 
Ibred rightly^ 
Your majefty hath no Jttft ean& to hate 
mel 
SSm. Kol 
How mi^tt a pitnoe t)f ''iny i^est liflpfes 

foiget 
So great indignities you laid tqpcmtme? 
Wbatl fate^ rabifce, ard ifDi^ly i(md «> 

prifon 

The 
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The immediate heir of England ! Was this 
eafy? 

May this be waih'd in Lethe^ and for- 
gotten? 
Cb. y. I then did ufe the perfon of your 

fether; 

ft 

The image of his power lay then in me: 
Andy in the adminiilration of his law^ 
Whiles I was bufy for the commonwealth. 
Your highnefs pleafed to forget my place ; 

.The majefty and power of law and juftice. 
The image of the king whom I prefented, 

-And ftruck me in my very feat of judgment; 
Whereon, as an offender to your father^ 

' I gave bold way to my authority. 
And did commit you. If the deed were ill, 
Be you contented, wearing now the garland, 

:To have a fon iet your decrees at nought; 
To pluck down juftice from your awful 
bench; 

< To trip the courfe of law, and blunt the 
fword 

That 



Sir Wijxiam Gascoignk. 

Kuifi; He.nrv IV. \ 
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That guards the peace and iafety of your 

perfon : 
Nay, more; to fpum at your moft royal 

image^ 
And mock your workings in a fecond body. 
Queftion your royal thoughts^ make the 

cafe yours ; 
Be now the father and propofc a fon : 
Hear your own dignity fo much pro£an*d. 
See your moft dreadful laws fo loofely 

flighted. 
Behold yourfelf fo by a fon difdained ; 
And then imagine me taking your part. 
And, in your power, foft filencing your 

fon: 
'After this cold confiderance, fentence me; 
And, as you are a king, fpeak in your ftate, 
What I have done^ that mifbecame my 

place. 
My perfon, or my lieges fovereignty. 
King. You are right, Juftice, and you 

weigh this well ; 

There- 
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tllorofer^ ftiil bear tiiQ bahace^ and* thd 

fword : 
A^d' I da wi(h* your honoura may: iiunrcafi^ 
Till vou do live to fee a fon Qf mine 
Offendj you» and obey. yoU| as I did» 
Sa fhalli line to ^ak my fatlier's words : 
Happy am J, that have a manfi baU^ 
^bat doBM Sju^ce m w^ pt$perfim : 
A/ul not kfe b^^y hamngfuch ajbn^ 
^bat^ would deH^oer up bis greatn^ftk 
Into tbe bands of juJiice.'^Yoa did commit 

mo I. 
For wlucb^ I d<> cmnmit into your hand 
Thf imftattted fword. that you havA ii^'d to 

bear I 
With thk rQn^emhi'MK:^^ that you ufii the 

fajmc 
With ^ like * bold), jui^ and impartial 

fjpirit. 
As you have dottft 'gaiiift me. Thftce is w^ 

hand!} 
You fhall be, as a ^alber to my ^outhj 

My 
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My voice (hall found as you do prompt 

mme ear ; 
And I will ftoop and humble my intents 
To your well*pra6Us*d wife dire£):ions. 
And, princes all, believe me, I befeech youj 
My father is gone wild into his grave. 
For in his tomb lie my afFe£lions ; 
And with his fpirit fadly I furvive. 
To mock the expectation of the world ; 
To fruftrate prophecies ; and to raze out 
Rotten opinion, who hath writ me down 
After my feeming. The tide of blood in me 
Hath proudly flow'd in vanity, till now : 
Now doth it turn, and ebb back to the fea ; 
Where it fhall mingle with the ftate of 

floods. 
And flow henceforth in formal majefty. 
Now call we our court of parliament : 
And let us choofe fuch limbs of noble 

counfel. 
That the great body of our ftate may go 
In equal rank with the befl:-govem'd nation; 

H h That 
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That war, or peace, ol: both at once, may bci 
As things acquainted and figuniliar to us ; 
In which you, father, fhall have foremoft 
hand^ (to the Lcrd Cb. Juftice. 

« 

NoTE.j-'^it William Gafcoigne cer- 
tainly died before the acceffion of Henry Yi 
* The time of his deaths which appeared 
on an infcription, which was formerly legi* 
ble on his tomb-ftone in Harwood church, 
in Yorkihire, is clearly afcertained^ and 
was as follows : 



^^ Hio jacet Wil'mus Gafcoigne, nuper 
^ ca|)it* juftic. de banco. Hen. nuper regis 
^* Anglia quarti, qui quidem Wil'mus ob, 
^* die domi'ca 17, die Decembris, An. Doni. 
*^ 141 2. i4to. Henrici quarti. fa£tus index, 

* But we muft forget the anachronifm, from refpeA 
and admiration of the very fpirited language of our im- 
mortal bard ; which could not hav^ proceeded from die 
l]p» of any one, fo well as the prince and the lord chief 
juftibe. 

" 1401 " 
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** 1401.'' — Gentleman's Magazine, vol. li, 
p. 624. 

The Court of Exchequer, which you 
enter by a flight of fteps, on the right 
handy going into the hall, is very commor 
dious. and well adapted for the purpofes 
to which they are applied: it was in one 
of the adjoining rooms, that EUzabedi is 
reported to have given her favorite EfTex 
a box on the ean 



On the oppofite fide of the hall, alcend* 
ing a fimilar flight of fteps, is the Duchy 
Chamber of Lancafter; wherein is kept 
that court by a chancellor of the duchy. 
Adjoining this was formerly held that bane- 
ful and tremendous court, the Star Cham^^ 
ber, which ftill retains its name. Stowe 
lays, ^* It derived its name from the roof, 
^f which was decked with the likenefs of 
f ^ ftars gUt ; or from the old Englifli word 

H h a ** Jleoran, 
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" Jieorariy which iignifieth to fteer, or rule; 
*^ as doth the pilot of a (hip/' 

The ftars in the roof having been obli- 
terated before the reign of Elizabeth, we 
(hould be rather inclined to rely on an- 
other and more probable derivation ; which 
is from the ftarra^ or Jewiih covenants, 
that were depoiited there by order of 
Richard I. in chefts, under three locks. 
No ftarr was allowed to.be valid, except 
found in thofe repofitories : here they re* 
mained till the banifhment of the Jews by^ 
Edward I, 

Westminster Hall was built in 
1097, ^y WiUi^un Rufiis; its original 
length was, according to Stowe, ** 270 
** feet, and its breadth 74. When ^ the 
^* king heard men fay that this hall vras 
'^ too great, he anfwered and faid: This 
/* hall is not big enough by the one half, 

^?and 
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^ ai)d is but a bed-chamber, in comparifoti 
•* of that I mean to make." It was repair- 
ed by Thomas Becket, in 1 1 63 ; and, in 
1397, in the reign of Richard. 11. Jt under- 
went fo thorough a rep^, that it may . not 
be improperly laid to have been rebuilt; 
for ^* The walls, windows, and roof, wete 
*^ taken down and new made, with, a ftately 
porch, . and divers lodgings of a marvel- 
lous .work, and with great cofts." Thefe 
tcxpences were defrayed, by granting a Ht 
iCence to ftrangers, who were banifhed, or 
had fled their countries, apd had taken 
refuge here. 

This hall has been principally ufed for 
Chriftmas and other grand feafts ; and, in 
the year 1236, the twentieth of Henry III. 
we find it applied to the noble purpofes of 
charity. The king^s treafurer was then 
commanded to caufe 6000 poor helplefs 
people to be fed here; *' and when the 
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** king knoweth the chaige tJiereof, be 
** would allow it in the accounts." 

» » 

To enumerate all the princely treats and 
toamament8 held here, would be tedious 
and fordgn to our purpoie; yet we cannot 
enut mentioning two or three of the moft 
nuteiial. One feaft, held here in 1243; 
when Richard, earl of Cornwall, brothef 
to Henry III. kept feaft here on his mar- 
riage with Cincia, daughter to the countefs 
^f Provence; at which feaft were told 
iriginta milKa, 30,000 diihes of meat at 
the 



*. Im the reign of Edward IL the feaft of 
Pentecoft b not unworthy notice. A ped^ 
tioa was here preiented to the king, by a 
'female on. horieback, complaining that he 
had not faHj rewarded Jus (oldiers. 

- <* T«B king, fitting royally at 'Che tM»lf 
; ' «* with 
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^ with his peers about him, there entered 
^* a woman, adorned like a minltrel, fitting 
*' on a great horle, trapped as minftrdy 
** then ufed, who rode round about the 
^ tables, (hewing paftime, and at length 
^ came up to the long's tables and laid 
^ before him a letter; and forthwith, turn**, 
ing her horlb, fiduted every one and de- 
parted. 



cc 
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^* Our fovereign lord the king, hath 
*' nothing courteoudy refpe£fced hb knights^ 
** that in Ins father^s time, and alfo in his 
*^ own, have put forth their perfons to di* 
** vers perils, and have utterly loft, or 
^* greatly diminifhed their fubftance, for 
^* honour of the faid king ; and he hath 
^' enriched abundantly fuch as have not 
** borne the weight, or get of the bufinefs. 



The laft tod moft magnificent foftival 

to 
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tq which we (hall advert, was that giveil 
by Richard II. on completing the repairs of 
tiie haQ» in- 1399. • Here were duly kept 
juftings/and ninntng at tilt; whereuntot 
fi> many people reforted, that there were 
{feat twenty-eight oxen/ three hundred 
iheep, befides fowl without number: the 
king cauieda gown for himfelf to be made, 
of gold, gamiihed with pearl and precious 
ftones, to the value of 3000 marks. He 
was guarded by.Chefhirt men, and attend- 
ed by thirteen bifhops, befides barons, 
knig^s, &c. &c. That the houfhold that 
came every day to meat, confifted of 1 1,000 
people; as appeareth by .the meOes told out 
of the kitchen to 300 fervitors^ • 



• • •> 



From' this account, we can readily be- 
lieve that the king kept 2000 cooks^ 

In a curious book, publifhed fome years 
ago by the late Guftavus Bn(n4ler, l^fq. 

called 
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calkd the Form of Cury, the luxuries of 
the table of this monarch will be mod 
clearly afcertained. It was compiled in 
1390, by the principal cooks of the kitchen 
of this epicurean monarch. 

Thus various have been the ufes to 
which this grand edifice has been applied. 
The poor, as well as the rich, have each, 
by turns, had their"^ feftivities ; Juftice has 
invariably and impartially been admini- 
ftered; Parliaments have fat here; Peers 
have been tried; and one King has here 
been condemned to death. 



The days of chivalry are likewife oc- 
calionally renewed in the hall ; and a cham- 
pion, equipped in armor of pafteboard, 
dares all the world to fingle combat, in 
defence of his royal matter's juft rights to 
the crown of thefe realms. 



I i Com- 
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Combats we have here, likewife^ at 
certain periods of the year ; but they are 
combats of the tongue ; and, though not 
iknguinary, are yet frequently, in thdr 
confequences, more fatal than even thofe 
of the tilting knights armed in complete 
fteeL 



In 1236, about fifty years after the 
building of this hall, we find a dreadful 
overflow of the Thames took place; and, 
^« in the great palace of Weftminfter, men 
" did row with wherries in the middle of 
^* the hall, being forced to ride to their 
" chambers/* Again, in 1242, the Thames 
overflowed the banks about Lambeth, 
drowning houfes and fields for the fpace of 
fix miles ; '^ fo that, in the great hall at 
" Weflminfter, men took their horfes, bc- 
" caufe the water ran over all." 



In 1658, the tide ebbed and flowed twice 

in 
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in three hours ; andj on March 22, 1682, 
three times in four hours. On the 24th of 
March, 17359 the tide. ran fo high, that 
the lawyers were conveyed away in boats. 
In 1736, this circumftance was alluded to 
by Harry Fielding, in his dramatic fatire 
of Pafquin, publifhed in the courie of that 
year ; where he gives the following lines to 
the chara£ber of Law, in a converiation 
with Firebrand and Phyiic. 



'* Law. We have our omens too I The other day 
A mighty deluge fwam into our hall, 
** As if it meant to wafh away the law : 
Lawyers were forc'd to ride on porters* (houlders; 
One, O prodigious omen ! tumbled down* 
And he and all his briefi were fousM together/' 



(C 
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A MORE recent mifliap of this nature, 
occurred in 1791 ; which gave rile to a 
whimfical ballad, two ftanzas of which are 
worth preferving : 

I i « Come 



( *5* ) 

Come lifltB awhile to toy lay, 

I fing of a ftrange inufidationy 
That had like to have carried away 

, AU the wigs and long robes of llie nation : 
While diinking of no hann at all. 

But a few wretched people's undoing, 
Fadwr Thames enlcac'd Weftminfter Hall, 

Threatening all law and juitice with ruin. 

Of the fright univerfal it ipread. 

Conception can ne'er farm a notioAf 
Wigs briiUed upright on each head. 

Each counfellor flood without m§ttm: 
The tide that for no man will ftay. 

While the clamor grew louder and louder. 
From ev'ry tyc-wig wa(h'd away 

Common fenfe, with the curls and die powder. 

With an anecdote of a ludicrous na« 
ture, not attended with any ierious confe- 
quences, we fhall conclude our page of 
remarkable events, relative to this cele- 
brated edifice, 

A SERVANT-MAID, fome years iincCi 
being employed to clean the Ikylight over 
the Court of King's-Bench, fhe, by acci- 
dent. 



( ^53 ) 

'dent, overfet a large pail of water; the 
fvdden noife of which fo alarmed the chief*- 
juffice and the whole court, which was then 
fitting, that they apprehended the hall was 
tumbling about their ears; and oflF they 
fbampered belter ikelter and fans ceremome. 
In the fcuffle, as may well be imaged, 
dxey \q& their wigs, bags, briefs, fhoes, 
&c. each flying * in a contrary dire£tion^ 
The circumftance gave rife to a caricature 
print, wherein the parties were faithfully 
delineated. 



Having thus remarked on the general 
hiftory of this very refpe£bable hall, wc 
ihall not detain our readers, by entering 
into an inveftjgation of the various and 
extenfive buildings adjoining to it ; which 
would be foreign to our purpofe, and ex- 
ceed the limitations of our firfl: defign. 
Our duty has compelled us to fay thus much 
on the fubjedl of this venerable remnant 

of 
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of antiquity, that commands the refpedt cJT 
all, but particularly of our countrymen i 
amongft whcmi the lover of antiquity feds 
peculiarly interefted, in handing down even 
the ixnalleft trait of information relative to 
this majeftic pile; which, in every part, 
difplays fome effort of genius, fome fpeci* 
men of ancient grandeur, that has feldom 
))een equalled, and, in no refpe£t, has been 
furpafled/ by any modem attempt in archi- 
te£lural defign. 



FINIS. 



Printed by C. Clark£» Nort]raaibcfliiid*Coiifft» Stnii^. 



ERRATA. 

Page 13, line 1 1, omit the word $$• 

4I9 lu (or Pbilp vtaA Philip. » 

1269 i8» for ro9tii re^ r$llid. 
i64» i» after Inig$ add y^ms^ 

X79> 19, for ^ read {/I 

1929 49 ior ffring$ TtzAfpringing. 

X969 49 for SharU read ^karlt. 
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